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JoviSt 26Vie Mai% 1853. 



Names of ihe Members of the Select Committee appoiated to try and determine the 
miitur of the Petition complaining of an undue Election and Return for the Boroueh 
of Sliffo : ° 



Charles Hindley, Esq. 

Sir lidmmid Filmer, Bart. 



Hon. William Henry Berkeley Portman. 
William John Evelyn, Esq. 



Chairman, Edward Divett, Esq. 



Venerisy 27° die Maii, 1853. 



Ordered, That the Petition relative to the said Election be referred to the Committee. 
Ordered, That the said C(»mmittee do meet To-morrow, at Eleven o’clock, in one of 
the Committee-rooms of ihe House. 



PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE. 



Sahhati, 28* die Mali, 1853. 



Names of Members called over; all present. 

The Committee agreed to the following Resolutions 

“ That Counsel will not be allowed to go into matters not referred to in their opening 
statement, without a special applicaliou to the Committee for permission to do so. 

“ That if costs he demanded by either party, under the 11 & 12 Viet. c. 98, the ques- 
tion must be raised immediately alter the decision on that particular case, unless the Com- 
mittee shall decide otherwise. 

“ That the Committee expect that, with respect to cases of bribery which it is intended 
to bring home to the Sitting Member, or his agents, the Counsel for the Petitioners will 
now state the names of the electors bribed, and those of the persons who actually gave the 
bribes. 

“ The Committee, however, reserve to themselves a power, upon the special applica- 
tion of Counsel, to proceed with any case which tends to inculpate any principal or agent, 
the knowledge of which case has been brought out before the Committee in the progress of 
the investigation, and of the circumstances of which the parties could not be reasonably 
supposed to have been previously cognizant. 

“ That with respect to treating, the Committee will expect Counsel to state the times 
and places where such treating is alleged to have taken place. 

“The Committee, however, reserve to themselves a discretionary power, as in cases of 
bribery. 

“That no person shall be examined as a witness who shall have been in the room 
during any of the proceedings (with the exception of the Agents, w'hose names shall be 
handed in,) without special leave of the Cominiitee.” 

Petition of John Patrick Somers, complaining of an undue Election and Return for 
the Borough of Sligo, read. 

Counsel for the Petitioner, Mr. Edwin James, Mr. Temple, Mr. Jones. 

Agents, Messrs. Law, Holmes ^ Co., Robert Peyton Graham, Solicitor, Lawrence 
M'Ternan, Solicitor, Martin Eilbnde. 

Counsel for the Sitting Member, Mr. Serjeant Kinglake, Mr. Slade, Mr. Huddlestone, 
Mr. StonoT. 

Agents, Mr. Coppoch, Messrs. Gethin Walker. 

The Short-hand writer was sworn by the Chairman. 

Mr. James opened the case on the part of the Petitioners. 

In the course of Mr. James’^ speech Mr. Serjeant Kinglake objected to Mr. James being 
allowed to go into transactions of 1848. 

Mr. James was heard in answer to the objection. 

The Committee decided that Mr. James was entitled to go into the transactions of 1848- 
6oo. a 2 James 
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James Richard Naylor called, sworn, and examined by Mr. Temple. 

Cross* exiimined by Mr. Slade. 

Produced Writ and Return of tiie last election. 

Christopher Fitzsimon called, sworn, and examined by Mr. Temple. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Slade. 

Produced three Poll-books of last election. 

Jeremiah Joyce O’ Donovan called, sworn, and examined by Mr. Temple. 

Upon Mr. Temple producing a letter from Mr. Stonor, Mr. Slade objected to the letter 
being read. 

Mr. James was heard in answer to the objection. 

Mr. Slade was beard In reply. 

The Committee decided that the letter might not be read in the present course of the pro- 
ceedings. 

J. J. O’Dowoua??, furtlier examined by Mr. Temple. 

Upon Mr. Temple proposing to put in a letter from Mr. Stonor, before objected to by 
Mr. Slade, Mr. Slade objected that Mr. Stonor’s agency in 1852 was not sufficiently 
proved before the Committee to entitle the Counsel conducting the case on the part of the 
Petitioner to bring before the Committee the declarations, acts, and letters of Mr. Stonor. 

Mr. Temple was heard in answer lo the objection. 

Mr. Slade was heard in reply. 

Room cleaved. 

Committee deliberated. 

Motion made, and question put, '‘That the Committee require further proof of live 
agency of Mr. Stonor.” 

Ayes, 4. Noes, 1. 

Mr. Hindley. Mr. Divett. 

Sir E. Filmer. 

Hon. W. H. B. Portman. 

Mr. Evelyn. 

Resolved, “ That the Committee require further proof of the agency of Mr. Stonor.” 
Parties called in and informed of tire decision of the Committee. 

Robert Peyton Graham called, sworn, and examined by Mr. Temple. 

Mr. Temple submitted to the Committee that he had now sufficiently proved the agency 
of Mr. Stonor. 

Mr. Serjeant Kiuglake was heard in answer. 

The Committee stated that they wished the Counsel for the Petitioner to produce all the 
evidence they were enabled, to prove tlie agency of Mr. Stonor. 

Martin Kilbride called, sworn and examined by Mr. Jones. 

J. J. O’Donovan recalled, and further examined by Mr, Temple. 

George Leech called, .sworn, and examined by Mr. Jones. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Serjeant Kinglahe. 

Mr. Temple submitted that sufficient proof had now been given of the agency of Mr. 
Stonor. 

Room cleared. 

Commil tee deliberated, and decided “That the Committee require further proof of the 
agency of Mr. Stonor.” 

Parties called in and informed of the decision of the Committee. 

Mr. Temple statfd that he would abandon this part of the case for the present. 

J. J. O’Donovan recalled, and funher examined by Mr. Temple. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Serjeant Kinglahe. 

John Patrick Somers called, sworn, and examined by Mr. Jones. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Scrjeani Kinglahe. 

[Adjourned till Monday, atTwelve. 
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Lunae, 30' die Mail, 1853. 

Members all present. 

iMwrmce M‘ Teman called, sworn, and examined by Mr. Jones. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Shde. 

Winnifred O’Brien called, sworn, and examined by Jones. 

Patrick O'Brien called, sworn, and examined by Mr. Jones. 

Thomas O'Coyimr called, sworn, and examined by Mr. Temple. 

Cross-e.xamined by Mr. Slade. 

Michael Somers called, sworn, and examined by Mr. James. 

Cl OSS-examined by Mr. Slade. 

Robert Peyton Graham called, sworn, and examined by Mr. James. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Slade. 

[Adjourned till To-morrow, at Twelve. 



Martis, 31® die Mail, 1853. 

Members all present. 

Patrick O' Dowd called, sworn, and examined by Mr. Temple. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Slade. 

James Cawley called, sworn, and examined by Mr. Temple. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Serjeant Kinglake. 

Matthew Feeney called, swoin, and examined by Mr. James. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Serjeant Kinglake. 

Edward Brennan called, sworn, and examined by Mr. Temple. 

Bryan Drum called, sworn, and examined by Mr. Jones. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Serjeant Kinglake. 

Robert Peyton Graham called, sworn, and examined by Mr. James. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Serjeant Kinglake. 

Further examined by Mr. Temple. 

John Patrick Somers called, sworn, and examined by Mr. Jones. 

Michael Somers called, sworn, and examined by Mr. James. 

Upon tbe question being put, "What eating and drinking was going on there”? 

Mr. Slade objected to the question. 

Mr. James was heard in answer to the objection. 

Mr. Slade was heard in reply- 
Room cleared. 

Committee deliberated, and decided "That the question may be put.” 

Parties called in and informed of the above decision. 

Michael Somers recalled, and further examined by Mr. Temple. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Slade, and further examined by Mr. James. 

[Adjourned till To-morrow, at Twelve. 



Mercurii, 1° die Junii, 1853. 

Members all present. 

Mr. Temple stated that be bad now closed the case on the part of the Petitioner, and 
summed tip the case. , _ 

[Adjourned till lo-morrow, at Eleven, 



6oo. ^ 3 Jovis, 
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•ToviSj 2 ® die Junii, 1853 . 



Members all present. 

Mr. Serjeant Kingluke addressed the Committee on the part of the Sitting Member. 

James Coffey called, sworn, and examined by Mr. Slade. 

Cross-examined by Mr. James. 

William Allen called, sworn, and examined by Mr. Slade. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Jones. 

Charles Toioneley, Esq. called, sworn, and examine! by Mr. Slade. 

Cross-examined by Mr. James. 

Upon the question being put by Mr. James, in cross-examination, “Did you dispense 
money at a prior election” ? 

Mr. iSZade objected to the question, and submitted that Mr. James was not entitled to 
cross-examine Mr. Towneley with regard to his connexion with Mr. Stonor in the election 
of 1848. 



Mr, James was heard in answer to the objection. 
Mr. Slade was heard in reply. 

Koom cleared. 

Committee deliberated. 



Motion made, and question put, “That the question may be put.” 
Committee divided: 



Ayes, 3. 

Sir Edmund Filmer. 

Hon. W. H. B. Portman. 

Mr. Divett. 

Resolved, *‘That the question may be put.” 



Noes, 2. 
Mr. Hindley. 
Mr. Evelyn. 



Parties called in and informed of the above Resolution. 



Charles Toioneley re-called, and further cross-examined by Mr. James. 
Re-examined by Mr. Slade. 

Michael Geihin, called, sworn, and examined by Mr. Hnddlestone. 
Cross-examined by Mr. Jones and Mr. James. 



[Adjourned till To-morrow, at Twelre, 



Venei'is, 3 ® die Junii, 1853 . 



Members all present. 

Mr. Slade summed up the case on the part of the Sitting Member. 

Mr. James addressed the Committee in reply on the part of the Petitioner. 

Room cleared. 

Committee deliberated. 

Motion made, and question put, “That Charles Towneley, Esq., is duly elected a 
Burgess lo serve m this present Parliament for the Borough of Sligo.^ 

Committee divided : 

Noes, 3. 

Sir E. Filmer. 

Hon. W. H. B. Portman. 

Mr. Divett. 

ResoZwd, 1 . “ That Charles Towneley, Esq., is not duly elected a Burgess to serve in this 
present Parl»ment for the Borough of Siigo.” 

Resolved, 2. “That the last election for the said Borough is a void election.” 

Motion 



Ayes, 2. 
Mr. Hindley. 
Mr. Evelyn, 
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Motiou made, and question put, 
guilty of bribery and treating at the 

Committee divided : 



That the said Charles Towneley was, by his agents 
last election for the Borough of Sligo.” ® 



Ayes, 3. 

Sir E. Filmer. 

Hon, W. H. B. Portman. 
Mr. Divett. 



Noes, 2. 
Mr. Bindley. 
Mr. Evelyn. 



Raohed,3. "That the said Charles Towneley, was, by his agenla, guilty of bribery and 
treating at the last election for the Borough of Sligo.” b 5 .r y 

Motion made, and question put, " That Jeremiah Joyce O'Donovnn, an alderman of the 
boiougli of shgo,^ was bribed by Henry Stonor by tlie promise of payment of 103 1. bein» 
a portion of an outstanding election account, to forbear giving his vote, which he had pro- 
raised to Mr. bomers, and m consequence absented himself during the election.” 
Committee divided : 



Ayes, 3. 

Sir E. Filmer. 

Hon. W. H. B. Portman. 
Mr. Divett. 



Noes, 2. 
Mr. Hindley. 
Mr. Evelyn. 



Resolved, 4. “That Jereiniali O’Donovan, an alderman of the borough of Sligo was 
bribed by Henry Stonor by the promise of payment of 103 I, being a portion of an out- 
standing election account, to forbear giving his vote, which he had promised to Mr. Somers 
and in consequence absented himself during the election.” ’ 



Resolved, 5. “ That it was not proved that the acts of bribery and treatino- were com- 
mitted with the knowledge and consent of the said Charles Towneley.” * 

MoHon made, and question proposed (Mr. Divett), “That the influence of the Roman- 
catholic priests was exercised in a manner inconsisient with their duty as ministers of 
religion, and destructive of freedom of choice on the part of the voters.” 

Amendment proposed (Mr. Evelyn), “ To leave out from the word * That,' to end of 
the question, for the purpose of adding the following words, 'An undue interference whs 
exercised in the affairs of the Sligo election by some Rotnan-catbolic clergyman, but that 
no proof has been given of an organized system of intimidation.’ ” 

Question put, “ That the words proposed to be left out stand part of the question.” 

Committee divided : 



Noes, 2. 
Mr. Hindley. 
Mr. Evelyn. 



Ayes, 3. 

Sir E. Filmt r. 

Hon. W. H. B. Portman. 
Mr. Divett. 



Resolved, 6. “That the influence of the Roman-catholic priests was exercised in a 
manner inconsistent with their duty as ministers of religion, and destructive of freedom 
of choice on the part of the voters.” 

Parties called in and informed of the above Resolutions. 



Mr. Slade slated that he was entitled to go into the case of recrimination. 
Mr. James objected to the case of recrimination being gone into. 

Room cleared. 



Committee deliberated. 



[Adjourned till To-morrow, at Eleven. 



Sabbati, 4“ die Junii, 1853. 



Members all present. 

The Committee stated, “That they are prepared to hear any -objections that may be 
urged by the Counsel for the Petitioner against the application made on behalf of the 
Sitting Member to give recriminatory evidence.” 

Mr. Slade stated that he withdrew his application. 

Ordered, To Report the Resolutions of the Committee to The House. 



6oo. 
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LIST OF WITNESSES. 



Sahhati, 28* die Maii, 1853. 

Mr. James Richard Naylor - - - - - - p. i 

Mr. Christopher Fitzsimon - - * - - -p. 2 

Jeremiah Joyce O’Donovau, Esq. - - - - pp. 3. 8, 9 

Mr. Robert Peyton Graham - - - - *■ - P' 7 

Martin Kilbride - - - - - - - -p*? 

Mr. George Leech - - - - - - -p. 8 

John Patrick Somers, Esq. - - - - - - p. 12 

L/Uiiee, 30° die Mali, 1853. 

Mr. Lawrence M‘Ternan - - - - - -p. i6 

Mrs. Winnifred O’Brien - - - - * ■ P* ^9 

Patrick O’Brien - - - - - - - -p. 21 

ITiomas O’Connor - - - - - - -p. 21 

Michael Somers - - - - - - - ~P-3o 

Mr. Robert Peyton Graham - - - - - p. 42 

Marlis, 31° die Mali, 1853. 

Patrick O’Dowd ♦ - - - - - - -p. 44 

James Cawley - - . - - - - -p-50 

Matthew Feeney - - - - - ~ - -p-57 

Edward Brennan - - - - - - -p. 60 

Bryan Drum -p. 61 

Mr. Robert Peyton Graham - - - - - - p. 62 

John Patrick Somers, Esq. p. 65 

Michael Somers - - - - - - - -p. 66 

Jovis, 2 ° die Juniif 1853. 

James Coffey, Esq. - - - - - - -p. 69 

Mr. William Allen - - - - - -p. 74 

Charles Towneley, Esq. - - - - - -p-75 

Michael Gethin, Esq. - - - - - - - p. 87 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 



Sabbati, 28® die Maii, 1853. 



MEMBERS PRESENT. 



Mr. Divett. 

Mr. Hindley. 

Sir Edmund Filmev. 



Hon. W. H. Berkeley Povtman. 
Mr. W. J. Evelyn. 



EDWARD DIVETT, Esq., in the Chair. 



THE Petition of John Patrick Somers, Esq., was read. 

Mr. Edwin James, Mr. Temple, and Mr. Jones, appeared as Counsel in 
support of the Petition. 

Agents, Messrs. Law, Holmes Co. 

Mr. Serjeant Kinglake, Mr. Slade, Mr. Huddlestone, and Mr. Stonor 
appeared as Counsel on behalf of the Sitting Member. 

Agent, Mr. Coppock. 

Mr. Edwin James opened the case on the part of the Petitioner, and 
stated that he abandoned the scrutiny. 

In the course of Mr. James’s speech, 

Mr. Serjeant Kinglake objected to the learned Counsel going into trans- 
actions connected with the election of 1848. 

The Chairman asked whether Counsel for the Petitioner proposed, with 
reference to proving the agency, to show that aconstant correspondence was 
kept up for the purpose of operating on the borough, between the vears 1848 
and 1852? 

Mr. Edwin James replied in the affirmative. 

The Committee decided that Mr. James was entitled to proceed. 

Lists of places where the Petitioner charged treating to have taken place, 
and the times when treating took place ; also of persons said to have been 
bribed, and of the places where treating was alleged to have taken place. 



Mr. James Richard Naylor, sworn Examined by Mr. Temple. 

1 . WHAT do you produce ? — The Writ, Precept and Return of the Borough of 
Sligo at the general election of 1852. By the Act of Union, all these returns 
are sent from the sheriff or returning officer to the Crown Office in Ireland, and 
are directed by that Act to be sent to the Crown Office in England, and returned 
to the House of Commons in the usual way. 

[The Witness withdrew. 

boo. A Mr. 



2S May 1853. 



Mr. J. R. NuiM. 
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Mr. C. Fitxsimon. 
s8 May 1853. 



Mr. Christopher Fiizsimon, s-worn; Examined by Mr. Temple. 

2. WEIAT do you produce? — I produce the Poll-books for the last election of 
the borough of Sligo, received in my office on the 16th July 1852. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Slade. 

3. Is there any endorsement on these books ? — Yes. 

4. By the sheriff?^ — There is my endorsement. 

5. Are they signed by the candidates r — They do not appear to be so. 

6. Is there any notice of the reason why they were not signed ? — I have not 
examined the books at all ; I find this : “ The oaths required by the statute in. 
respect to the taking of voters for the election of the Member to serve in Parlia- 
ment for the borough, were duly administered to me that is, the mayor. 

7. Turn to any of the other books ? — What do you wish me to look for ? 

8. To ascertain if there is any reason why they do not bear the signatures of 
the candidates? — I do not believe these books require the signatures of the 
candidates ; the candidates are called upon to seal the books, but they are not 
obliged to do so before they are transmitted to me. 

9. Does either of these books bear the certificate of the returning officer ? — 
Yes ; “I certify the foregoing numbers are correct ; that is to say, 42 votes for 
Mr. Somers, and 56 for Mr. Towueley; dated this 6th day of July 1852; 
Richard Smith” (I think it is) “ deputy and countersigned, " Verdon, Mayor.’* 

10. Turn to the other book? — “ I certify the foregoing numbers;” just the 
same as before. 

11. Now look at the other book? — “I certify the foregoing numbers are 
correct ; that is to say, 39 for Mr. Somers, and 58 for Mr. Towneley, 15th July 
1852 ; Patrick M'Niff, Deputy,” and “E. H. Verdon, Mayor.” 

12. Is that aU. they profess to bear upon them? — That is all T find ; I have 
not looked at them before ; there is also a certificate of the oaths having been 
taken by the deputies. 

13. Further than the receipt of these books, you know nothing of their being 
the very poll-books or not ? — No ; I received them all by post, accompanied by 
a letter. 

14. Have you got the letter? — No. 

15. What has become of it?— I do not keep those letters; I take them to be 
a notification to me of the poll-books coming; when the poll-books come and 
I have ascertained them to he correct, I do not care about the letters. 

Re-examined by Mr. Temple. 

16. Was that letter destroyed? — Yes. 

17. Was that a letter from the sheriff? — Ye.s. 

18. Accompanying the books ? — Not accompanying the books, but announcing 
to me that the books were coming. 

19. Mr. Slade. ~\ There was no letter accompanying the books? — No ; they all 
came by post. 

20. Mr. Temple."] You received a letter, as I understand, from the mayor, 
announcing the arrival of those books ? — Yes ; a despatch through the post-office 
of the poll-books of the borough of Sligo. 

21. Did those books come by the post-office? — Yes. 

22. Did any other books come from Sligo No ; all the books, throughout 
Ireland, came to me in the same way. 

23. Did any other books, in accordance with the announcement of the sheriff, 
come to you with regard to Sligo ? — N'o ; not with respect to the borough. 

24. Mr. Slade.] Who was the sheriff from whom you had the letter? — I do 
not recollect his name ; I distinctly recollect a letter coming from the sheriff. 

Mr. Slade objected that the requirement of the Act of Parliament had not 
been complied with, inasmuch as neither of the books appeared to have the 
seal of the candidates, nnr the endorsement of the returning officer of the 
neglect or refusal of the candidates. 

Examined by the Committee. 

25. Are all the poll-books throughout Ireland sent to you in the same way ? — 
Yes. The city of Dublin, the county of Dublin, and the University of Dublin, 

being 
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being on the spot where the Hanaper Office is situated, they are handed in but 
in every other instance they are sent by the post. 

26. In the same way that you received these books?— Yes: and they have 

been kept in iny custody ever since. ^ 

27. Mr. Slade.] Unsealed?— They came sealed in a parcel ; I am obliged to 
break the seal, because the public are allowed to inspect these books. 

28. Committee.] Those are the identical books you received ?— They are the 

identical books I received from the returning officer of Sligo. ^ 

[The Witness withdrew. 



The Chairman intimated the Committee were of opinion that the Poll- 
books were sufficiently identified. 

The Poll-books were then put in. 



Jeremiah Joyce O' Donovan, Esq., sworn; Examined by Mr. Temple. 

29. I BELiKVE you are an Alderman of the borough of Sligo ? Yes. 

30. At the general election in 1847, was the petitioner, Mr. Somers, returned 
the Member for the borough of Sligo ? — Yes. 

31. I believe a petition against his return was presented ? — Yes. 

32. Was that petition principally got up and prosecuted by yourself, Mr. James 
Tighe and Mr. Hart? — I took a very active part in it. 

33. Was the party petitioning a person named Terence Foley? — Yes. 

34. Were the funds to prosecute it furnished by Mr. Towneley, the present 
Sitting Member ? — I cannot well answer that question. 

35. Where did you get them from ?— They did not come out of my pocket. 

36. Committee.] Who gave them to you ?~On my oath, I cannot say. 

37. Do you mean to say that you received money, and cannot tell from whom 
it came ? — No, I. did not receive any money from Mr. Towneley. 

38. Mr. Temple.'] From whose hands did you receive that money? — I had no 
handling of cash in the matter. 

39. Had you no funds to prosecute it? — No funds. 

40. Were the funds to prosecute that petition against Mr. Somers paid to the 
agent who conducted it ? — Nobody called on me for money. 

41. You mean to say that you had nothing to do with the money? — NothinD". 

42. Mr. Temple.] What was Terence Foley, the petitioner f— Terence Foley 
was the petitioner. 

43. In what capacity of life was he ? — He was a man in humble circumstances. 

44. Was he a pauper almost ?— No. 

45. Do you suppose he could have paid a shilling of those expenses? — He 
was a respectable man in an humble rank of life. 

46. He was a poor man, not at all likely to contribute to the expense of that 
petition ? — Terence Foley would not pay a shilling of it. 

47. Perhaps he could not ? — ^He could not. 

48. Mr. Slade.] Are you sure tiiat Terence Foley was petitioner ? — I know 
that Terence Foley was a petitioner ; there were two or three petitions got up 
at that time; 1 am speaking from my recollection ; I believe that Terence Foley 
was a petitioner on that occasion. The occurrence is five years ago. 

49. Did the petition come on to be tried in 1848 ? — Yes. 

50. Was the result of it that Mr. Somers was unseated in respect of qualifica- 
tion? — Yes. 

3 1 . Did an election soon afterwards take place in the borough, in the year 
1848? — Yes, in April 1848, I think. 

52. Did Mr. 'I’owneley make his first appearance in the borough of Sligo at 
that election? — Yes; Mr. lowneley, I think, came into Sligo on the 7th or 8th 
of April 1848. 

53- M as he accompanied by Mr. Stonor? — Yes. 

54. Did Mr. Stonor know anything about the borough before? — Yes; Mr. 
Stonor paid a visit previously. 

55. Did Mr. Sfonor bring and introduce Mr. Towneley to the borough ? — Yes. 

56. Did Mr. Stonor take an active part in canvassing for Mr. Towneley at 
that election ? — He -did. 

600. A 2 57. Did 
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57. Did Mr. Stonor appear with Mr. Towneley at that election, and address 
the people on his behalf? — He did. 

58. Mr. Towneley, I believe, was returned at that election ? — He was. 

59. Was a petition against the return of Mr. Towneley presented?— Yes. 

60. On behalf of Mr. Somers?— On behalf of Mr. Somers. 

61. Did that petition come on for trial in the summer of 1848 ? — Yes. 

62. Was the result of that petition that Mr. Towneley was unseated, and the 
election declared void on the ground of treating?— Yes. 

63 I believe a new writ was issued, and the election took place in the month 
of July 1848 ?— Yes. 

64. There were other candidates, I believe, as well as Mr. Somers ? — There were 
Mr. Ball and Mr. Hartley. 

65. Was Mr. Somers returned? — Mr. Somers was returned. 

66. And I believe Mr. Somers retained his seat ; there were no proceedings 
against him, and he sat during that Parliament ? — Yes. 

67. During those contests; namely, the contests in 1848 , were Mr. Tighe and 
Mr. Hart active supporters of Mr. Towneley? — Yes. 

68. Were they seen and known by Mr. Towneley, as being* acting zealously on 
his behalf?— Yes. 

69. I believe you also were an active supporter of them ? — Yes. 

70. Was there a petition against Mr. Somers, after his return in 1848 ? — I think 
there was one got up, which was abandoned ? — It was abandoned. 

71. During the election of 1848 , had you very much the conduct of it on 
behalf of Mr. Towneley? — I took a very active part. 

72. And, I believe, expended sums of money to some considerable extent on 
behalf of Mr. Towneley ’s interest ? — I am out of cash at the present time. 

73. About what amount did you expend for Mr. Towneley? — £. 103 I am 
out of pocket. 

74. What did you actually expend? — There was a good deal of money spent. 

Mr. Slade submitted to the Committee, whether the petitioners were 
entitled to go into the expenditure at the election of 1848 . 

The Chidrvian intimated that the question should be confined, in general 
tei ms, to the fact that there was an unsettled balance. 

75. Mr. Tewplc.l 'I'lien, I understand that up to this time there is that 
unsettled balance ? — Yes. 

76. Did a correspondence take place between you and Mr. Stonor, and Mr. 
Towneley, on the subject of the balance which you claimed ? — Yes, I repeatedly 
wrote for it. 

77. Are you acquainted with Mr. Stonor’s handwriting? — Yes. 

78. In the course of those transactions, you would become well acquainted 
with his handwriting ? — Yes. 

79. Is that letter, dated the 3 d of August 1848 , in Mr. Stonor’s handwriting — 
{handing a Letter to the Witness)1 — Yes. 

Mr. Slade objected that the above letter, dated the 3 d August 1848 , could 
not be read, until it was shown that Mr. Stonor was the agent with respect 
to the election in question. 

Mr. James was heai*din answer to the objection. 

Mr. Slade was heard in reply. 

§0. Committee.] Was Mr. Stonor acting with Mr. Towneley at the last election 
of the borough of Sligo ? — 1 do not know; I was not in Sligo at the last election. 

The Chairman stated that there was not sufficient evidence at present to 
justify the reading of the letter. 

81. Mr. Tcmfle.] After 1848 , down to a recent period, was there still a balance 
which you claimed of Mr. Towneley, in respect of that expenditure ? — Yes. 

82. You are acquainted with Mr. Towneley’s handwriting, I presume ? — Yes. 

83. Did you in May 1852 write to .Mr. Towneley with respect to your claim? 
— I am sure I did. 

84. Look at that letter (handing a Letter to the Witness) ; — is that Mr. Towne- 
ley’s handwriting? — Yes. 

85. You 
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85. You know his handwriting?— Yes. [The Letter above referred to zeas dated 
May 22, 1852.] 

Mr. Temple called for a letter from the Witness to Mr. Towneley. 

Mr. Slade stated that the agents for the Sitting Member had not got such 
a letter. 

86. Committeef] Did you communicate with Mr. Towneley or with IMr. Stonor 
relative to a debt due to you, after 1848? — Yes. 

87. Several times ? — I frequently wrote to Mr. Towneley for the balance. 



[TheLetter above referred to was read, as follows 

Dear Sir, 12, Charles-street, Berkeley-square, 22 May 1862. 

I REGRET that at the present moment it is impossible for me to enter upon the subject of 
your letter. 

I remain, yours faithfully, 

Ckarles TowueUy. 



88. Mr. Temple.'] What was that letter ? — Applying for the money due to me. 
Sg. In that letter, did you mention to Mr. Towneley having had communica- 
tions with Mr. Stonor on the subject? — No, I do not think I did. 

go- In your letter to Mr. Towneley, did you refer to the application you had 
made to Mr. Stonor ? — 



Mr. Slade objected that the learned Counsel was not entitled to put 
leading questions to the witness. 

The Committee allowed the objection. 

91. Mr. Temple!] Will you tell me whether in your letter you referred to any 
communications with any other person on the subject of your claim?— No ; when 
I wrote to Mr. Towneley, I called upon him to pay me my money. 

02. Did you refer to any other person who had acted as his agent ? — I am sure 
I wrote yearly for three or four years after the election, several times to Mr. Stonor, 
and I had letters from him ; but I do not know what has become of those 
letters. 

93. InT852, did the letter, to which the letter which has been read is an answer, 
refer to Mr. Stonor at all ? — I cannot say. 

94. Did that letter refer in any way to previous communications which had 
been made with Mr. Stonor, or with any other person r — Not in that letter j in 
each letter, I called upon Mr. Towneley to pay me my money, as a gentleman and 
a man of honour, and he has never done it. 

95. That letter from Mr. Towneley to you, you say, was in answer to an appli- 
cation to him for the claim of a balance? — Yes. 

g6. Was the claim, in respect of that balance which had been incurred, with 
Mr. Stonor’s knowledge? — I would say that Mr. Stonor was aware of all the 
expenses in the election of 1848, because immediately the election terminated, 
Mr. Stonor, Mr. Tighe, Mr. Hart, Mr. Foley and others, assembled in my 
drawing-room ; and Mr. Stonor struck out the probable sum that remained to 
pay porters and other parties, who were the mob of ttie town, and he struck out 
491 1. at that time. 

97. He taxed the account which you produced? — Yes; and Mr. Stonor said 
he would remit it, and it was remitted. 

98. Was it in reference to all, that you wrote the letter which brought back 
the answer from Mr. Towneley ? — I would not say that at that time there was any 
money due to me. I was pressed and processed, and law proceedings came 
upon me. 

99. Were there claims made upon you by other parties in respect of that 
election ? — Yes ; to one man there was 14 1. due, who had treating orders, and 
he took proceedings, and two records came down against me. 

100. During the last election, did you see Mr. Stonor at all? — I was not in 
Sligo at the time. 

101. Preparatory to the last election, did you see Mr. Stonor at all? — I did, 
at a meeting at the hotel 1 saw Mr. Stonor address the people. 

1 02. Was Mr. Towneley there at the time ? — No. 

103. Mr. 6'/aae.] In what year was this?— Previously to the last election. It 
■was, I will say, in the spring of last year. 

600. A 3 104. Mr. 
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104. Mr. Temple.'] On -whose behalf did he address the people? — He ex- 
■lolled Mr. Towneley, on behalf of Mr. Towneley, saying that he was a fit and 
proper person to represent them. 

105. VVas it not during the canvassing and the advocating of Mr. Towneley’s 
interest for the election which -v\'as about to take place, that you saw him ? — A 
dissolution was expected, and Mr. Stonor, I would say, came down to prepare 
the way for JVIr. Towneley. 

106. Committee^ Is Mr. Stonor an elector ? — No, 

107. Mr. Temple.] He himself, that would have no political interest at all 
in respect of the borough, except on account of his friend, Mr. Towneley? — 
I do not know anything about that; but Mr. Stonor came down there and 
harangued the people for Mr. Towneley. 

[The following Letter was put in, and read:] 

My dear Alderman, 4, New Boswell-Court, 3 August 1848. 

I HAVE been through the accounts which you sent me, carefully, with Mr. Towneley’s 
solicitor, and have seen Mr. Towneley upon them to-day. You claio-t a balance of 293 as 
having been expended by you, or for which you are liable on Mr. Towneley’s account, at and 
since his election in April, over and above the sums which I paid you at Sligo, and which I 
have remitted to you, Mr. Hart and Mr.Tighe since, according to the final settlement which 
I came to with you and those gentlemen at Sligo. In that settlement 1 fur exceeded what I 
had agreed to allow for refreshments to canvassers ; I also allowed the sums whicli 1 thought 
right tor street agents, porters and others, who certainly had not been engaged by my 
authority; and I reserved 130?. for your private disposal amongst poor electors after the 
election ; other sums being reserved to Mr. Hart and Mr. Tighe^ for the like purpose, into 
which it is not necessary for me to go. Under these circumstances, I do not consider that 
Mr. Towneley is called upon in any manner to depart from the settlement to which 1 have 
referred, except where a special case is made out for his liberality ; and the only items which 
I can discover in your accounts of this character at all are your brother’s expenses, 10 1. ; 
Mr. Foley’s account, 15 ?., and the allowance to yourself for sundries, 26?. Mr. Towneley’s 
solicitor concurred with me in this view, and we gave him an opinion accordingly ; he has, 
however, very liberally, in my opinion, determined on sending yon 100?.. provided that he 
is guaranteed against any further claims or trouble; and if you and Mr. Foley will write 
him a joint letter to tliat effect, I will remit you and Mr. Foley a joint letter of credit for 
the amount. In conclusion, 1 think it right to add, that I consider Mr. Towneley has much 
to complain of, in the unnecessary expen.se incurred at the election in refreshments and 
otherwise, and that very tew persons would have acted with the liberality which he has 
shown in the matter. 

I remain, &c. 

Alderman O’Donovan, Sligo. (signed) H. Stonor. 

108. At the time of the election that we are speaking of, in 1848, did 
Mr. Verdon also show himself very active on behalf of Mr. Towneley?— Ves. 

109. Had Mr. Towneley seen Mr. Stonor with Mr. Verdon constantly, while 
Mr. Verdon was acting on his behalf? — The day Mr. Towneley came down, 
Mr. Verdon was in the drawing-room. 

no. You say you are acquainted with Mr. Stooor’s handwriting; will you 
look ai that letter, and tell me if it is in Mr. Stonor’s handwriting — (handing a 
Letter to the Witness, dated 11 I^ovember 1852)? — That is Mr. Stonor’s hand- 
writing. 

111. That is addressed to Mr. Verdon? — Yes. 

1 1 2- Was Mr. Verdon, at the time, Mayor of Sligo ? — Yes. 

Mr. Slade objected that Mr. Stonor’s agency in 1852 was not sufficiently 
proved before the Conjmiltee, to entitle the Petitioners to bring forward the 
declarations, acts and letters of Mr. Stonor; and that the mere fact of 
Mr. Stonor having been the agent of Mr. Towneley in 1848 was not proof 
of agency in 1852. 

Mr. Temple was heard against the objection. 

Mr. Slade was heard in reply. 

Counsel and Agents were directed to withdraw. 

After a short time, Counsel and Agents were called in. 

The Chairman stated, that the Committee required further proof of the 
agency of Mr. Stonor. 



Mr- 
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Mr. Robert Peyton Graham, sworn ; Examined by Mr. Temyk. 

1 13. I BKLIETE you are a Solicitor at Sligo r— Yes. 

] 14. Were you in Sligo at the time of the last election ?— I conducted that 
election lor Mr. Somers. 

I 1 5. Were you acting as Mr. Somers' agent ?--Yes. 

116. Did you meet any person in the character of Mr. Townelev’s agent, for 
.the purpose ot making arrangements for the hustings, and the like?— I did: 
that was Mr. Michael Gethin ; and on the hustings I met Mr. Stonor. 

11/. Had you seen Mr. Stonor in the town previously to the nomination? — 
frequently; hourly, nearly. 

i 18. Was he canvassing? — He was ; with Mr. Towneley. 

119. And on the hustings, when you met Mr. Stonor, was Mr. Gethin with 
himr — No ; Mr. Towneley was with him. 

1 20. On the hustings ?- On the hustings. 

121. Did you make any further arrangement on the hustings with Mr. Stonor, 
in the presence of Mr. Towneley r— Yes; I do not know whether Mr. Towneley 
was a party to the arrangement; he was sitting before Mr. Stonor ; Mr. Stonor 
and I were in the back seats ; Mr. Stonor and I arranged that be should influence 
Mr. Somers, and prevail on him not to allude to Mr.^ Phillips in his speech, and 
that he would keep Dr. Phillips back from making any speech; and he told me 
that he was there for the purpose of answering Mr. Somers, if he alluded to 
him ; and that arrangement was carried out. 

122. Was Mr. Stonor on the hustings also on the day of the nomination?— 
That was at the nomination. 

123* I understand you to state, that previously to the day of nomination, you 
saw him in the town with Mr. Towneley, canvassing the voters ? — Yes. 

[The Witness withdrew. 

Mr. Serjeaut Kinglake was heard to object, that the agency of Mr. Stonor 
had not been proved. 

Mr. Temple was heard against the objection. 

Mr. Serjeant Kinglake was heard in reply. 

The Chairman stated, that the Committee were of opinion that further 
evidence should be given. 

Martin KUhride, sworn ; Examined by Mr, Jones. 

1 24. DO you remember the last election at Sligo ? — Yes. 

12.5. You frequently saw Mr. Stonor there? — I did. 

126. Had you many conversations with him ?— No ; I had not. 

1 27. Had you any conversation with him ? — 

Mr. Serjeant Kinglake objected to the question. 

Mr. Jones withdrew the question. 

128. Mr. Jones.'] Did you let cars to Mr. Towneley ? — Not to Mr. Towneley. 

I2g. To whom ? — There were other persons. 

130. Mention them?— I could not mention them now. 

131. Did Mr. Stonor pay you money for cars? — No. 

132. Were you by when money was paid for you to anybody? — I got money. 

133 - Who from ? — It was Gethin who gave it me. 

134. Was Mr. Stonor by? — I cannot say that he was by when Mr. Gethin 
gave me the money. 

1 35 ' Upon your oath, was Mr. Stonor by ? — I could not say that he was when 
I got the money. 

J 36. Did he ever pay you money ? — No. 

137. Any money? — No. 

138. At any lime? — No. 

139. Was the money paid to you in his presence? — No; he was not present. 

140. You say now that he was not present?— I swear that I do not know 
whether he was present or not. 

600. A 4 141 . Did 
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]4i. Did you see liini during the election : — I did. 

142. Where did you see him ? — In the streets. 

143. Was he on your cai-s ? — I could not say that he was. 

144. Did you never see him on your cars ? — No, I never did. 

143. Where nas your bill paid : — I think it wa.s in Doherty’s. 

146. Did Mr. Slonor lodge tliere ?— I cannot say. 

147. Did Mr. Towneley lodge there? — I do not know. 

148. You swear that you do not know where Mr. Towneley lodged, in Sligo, 
at the last election ?— You cannot expect me to swear where he slept. 

149. Had you ever a word with Mr, Stonor about your cars ? — No, 

150. You mean by words, a difference; but I mean, did yon ever speak to him 
about your car-hire ?— All the speaking that I had with him, was complaining of 
what Mr. Gethin gave me; and it appeared that Mr. Gethin owed me a balance 
of 8/, or gl. more for my car-hire. 

1,51 . What did Mr. Stonor say ? — He said nothing to me ; he told Mr. Gethin 
to do as be thought proper, as far as I recollect. 

152. Mr. Serjeant Did he speak to you about it ? — No. 

153. "bAx. Jones."] You complained to Mr. Stonor that the balance of 9?. was 
kept back from you? — I complained to Mr. Gethin that I could not get that 
money ; that I ought to get it. 

154. What did Mr. Stonor say ? — I do not remember what he said. 

155- Did you not tell us that you spoke to him once?— I did speak to him 
once ; but he spoke to Mr, Gethin. 

156. Were you present when he spoke to Mr. Gethin ? — Yes, I was. 

157. What did he say to Mr. Gethin ? — He told Mr. Gethin to look over the 
bill. 

158. Who was to look over the bill? — Mr. Gethin; and if he considered thei-e 
was more due to me, 1 ought to be paid. 

159. Mr. Gethin was the conducting agent of Mr. Towneley, I believe? — I 
cannot say. 

160. At all events, he was the man who got your bill t — It was to him I handed 
the bill. 

[The Witness withdrew. 

Jeremiah Joyce O* Donovan, Esquire, again called ; further Examined by 
Mr. Temple. 

161. IS that a letter you received from Mr, Towneley, in July 1 851 — {handing 
a Letter to the Witness) ? — Yes. 

162. That is in the handwriting of Mr. Towneley? — Yes. 

{The following Letter loas put in, and read :] 

Dear Sir, 32, Charles-street, 2C July 1851. 

I BEG to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 23d, with the enclosed receipt, 
which I veturu. If the demands now made by you had stood alone, [ should have probably 
taken a different view of it ; but after the large sums I have already remitted, to relieve you 
froDi the consequences of your own mismanagement and imprudence, I see no reason to alter 
the conclusion I have already communicated to you through Mj'. Stonor. Your last letter, 
however, and especially the expression contained in it, “ that you will hold yourself neutral 
until the next election, or until I see you squared,” make it quite impossible for me now 
to do anything in the matter. It is with very great regret that I feel myself obliged to 
write this letter. 

I remain, &c, 

(signed) Charles Towneley. 

Mr. George Leech, sworn ; Examined by Mr. James. 

163. DO you live in the town of Sligo? — I do. 

164. Directly opposite the house in which Mr. Towneley lodged, I believe? — 
Yes. 

1 65. Had you frequent opportunities of enjoying the jjroceeclinss that went on ? 
— I bad. 

166. Did you see Mr. Stonor take any part, or an active oart, in those proceed- 
ings ? — I did. 

167. What did you see him doing ? — What is most fresh in my memory is, that 
I saw iiim in company with the Mayor of Sligo the dav the troops were out, and 

I saw 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




ON THE SLIGO BOROUGH ELECTION PETITION. 9 

I saw tina with the Mayor ai the time with the Colonel of Lraffoons; he was in 
company with him, and the Mayor was, I believe, directing the Dragoons. 

168. Did you see him at Mr. Towneley’s windows addressing a mob? — 
hrequently. ° 

“repeatedly walking” the streets arm-in-arm with 

Mr. Towneley r — I did. 

170. Repeatedly? — Yes. 

1 71 . Have you heard him give vent to his oratory ? — I heard him speak. 

172. What did you hear him say in the presence of Mr. Towneley? — I heard 

him recommend Mr, Towneley as a fit and proper candidate for the borough of 
Sligo. ® 

173* 6 ver see him in Sligo before Mr. Towneley went there ?— -Never. 

174. Did they come and go together? — Yes. 

175. Mr. Serjeant Kinglake.'] Did you see them come, or did you see them 
go ?— I saw them together. 

176. You did not see them come and go? — No. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Serjeant Kinglake. 

177. How many persons did you see making speeches at that window? — 
good number. 

178- Twenty or thirty? — No; not so many. 

179. Who were they ? — Friends of Mr. Towneley. 

180. Any friend of Mr. Towneley would come and make a speech, I suppose, 
very often ; is that what you mean ? — I saw those parties making speeches. 

181. Mention the names of some others ? — 1 saw several Roman-catholic 
clergymen. 

182. They made speeches too? — Yes; there was the Bishop. 

183. More than one?— I cannot say. 

184. From the same window that you saw Mr. Stonor speak from ? — Yes. 

185. Was that at the lime of the election ? — I think it was the day before. 

186. Who else do you recollect ? — I just forget the names. 

187. You saw a good many, I suppose ? — Yes. 

188. Did you hear Mr. Strickland make a speech ? — I cannot say that I heard 
him at the last election. 

189. Did you see him at the last election ? — I am not very positive, but I am 
aware that he was there before. 

• [The Witness withdrew. 

Mr. Temple submilted that the agency of Mr. Stonor was sufficiently 
proved. 

Counsel and Agents were directed to witirdraw. 

After a short time, Counsel and Agents were directed to be called in. 

The Chairman stated that the Committee required further proof of the 
agency of Mr. Stonor. 

Mr. Temple requested the Committee to allow the point as to the agency 
of Mr. Stonor to stand over for the present, and be would proceed with 
another part of the case. 



Jeremiah Joyce 0 ’Donova 7 i, Esq., again called; further Cross-examined by 
Mr. Temple. 

190. THE last fact which we proved unquestionably was, that there was a 
balance of a claim which you had in respect of an old election ? — Yes. 

191. I believe that a requisition was got up from a number of the electors to 
Mr. Tovvneley to come forward as a candidate at the last election ? — Yes. 

192. Was it brought to you for your signature? — I was solicited to sign. 

193- Was Edward H. Verdon one of the persons who solicited you ? — I can- 
not say. 

194. Did you see Mr. Verdon on the subject of the requisition, in the first 
instance ? — Mr. Verdon solicited me to sign, without having the requisition in 
my hand, in conversation. 

600. B . 1 95. Was 
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795. Was Mr. Verdon an active supporter of Mr. Towneley at the last 
election ? — 

Mr. Serjeant KinglaJce objected to the question. 

Mr. Temple withdrew the question. 

196. Mr. Temple.'] Did you see Mr. Verdon actively engaged in canvassing on 
behalf of Mr. Towneley at the last election, and previously to the last election? 
—Oh yes ! previously to the last election. I was not in Sligo from the 4 th of 
July, and the election was on the I 2 th of July. 

197. Up to the time of your leaving Sligo was he so actively engaged ? — Yes. 

198. Did you leave Sligo, previously to the day of the election ? — Yes ; I left 
Sligo on the 4 th of July j I was in Dublin at the time of the election. 

199. What caused you to leave Sligo at the time of the election? — The 
Towneley party, or friends of Mr. Towneley, assured me, that immediately after 
the election I would be paid my money. 

200. You went away from Sligo, previously to the election, because some of 
the supporters of Mr. Towneley said something to you ; who was it that said it 
to you? — Mr. Verdon (the mayor) ; the bishop. 

201. Mr. Serjeant Kwglahe!] What is the bishop’s name? — Dr. Brown. 

202. Tempte.] Mr. Verdon? — Yes. 

203. What did he say? — ^That there would not be the least doubt that I 
should get the money that w’as due to me by Mr. Towneley immediately after 
the election was over. 

204. Was there any condition for your getting the money mentioned? — That, 
of course, I would not go against Mr. Towneley. 

205. Was it that which induced you to leave the town of Sligo, previously 
and during the election? — I candidly confess that my own money (103?.) I was 
anxious to get. 

206. Am I to understand that caused you to leave Sligo? — That caused me to 
leave Sligo at the time. 

207. I do not know whether you had previously made any promise to support 
any candidate or not? — Yes; I had promised Mr. Somers; and I may .say 
I violated my promise, expecting that Mr. Towneley would send me money imme- 
diately after the election. 

208. You promised Mr. Somers to vote for him at the electiou; Mr. Verdon 
told you that if you would absent yourself and your influence from the borough 
at the time of the election, and not vote at all, you should have the balance of 
the old account of the previous election? — Not precisely those words; the sub- 
stance of the conversation amounted to this, that if I would not vote against 
Mr. Towneley, there would be no doubt ! would be paid my money. ' 

209. Did Mr. Verdon do anything with a view to guarantee or assure you that 
you would receive your money? — He assured me verbally. 

210. Did he do anything else? — I do not recollect anything else. 

211. Did he deliver anything to you as an assurance? —In writing? 

212. Yes?— No. ^ 

213. I do not mean anything in his own handwriting; but did he deliver any- 
thing to you in any person’s handwriting, by way of assurance? — He showed me 
a letter from Mr. Stonor. 

214. Look at that letter, and tell me whether that is the letter which he showed 
you by way of assurance — {handing a Letter to the IVitness, dated the \ith of 
November 1851) ? — Yes. 

215. 1 believe he left it in your hands? — I saw that before it fell into my 
nephews hands, and then my nephew gave it to me. 

216. Were iliere any other persons, except Mr. Verdon, who made those repre- 
sentations to you ? — Several. 

217. Can you mention their names? — Thomas T. H. Williams, who is now an 
alderman of the borough. 

218. In what form did Alderman Williams make that representation to you; 
■what was the language lie used f — That he was quite sure 1 would be paid after 
the election, if 1 did not vote against Mr. Towneley. 

219. Was tliere any other gentleman who made the same representation to 
you? -1 had conversations with Mr. Hugh Connellan and with Mr. Tighe, and 
they said I was very badly treated. 

220. As 
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/»,r “ J 'S concerned, you confine it to the Mayor 

(Mt. Verdon) and Mr. Williams ?— Yes ; the other friends of Mr. Towndev 
sympathized with me in the bad treatment I got from Mr. Towneley; and they 
said they "puld do their best to urge Mr. Towneley to pay me; ih fact, some 
mUe™ ^ y°'^ ate paid your 

221. You were not to be paid until after the election ? — Yes. 

““a* voted, if they had voted at all, before you were paid ? 

self ‘r® last election?— Yes; they sympathized with me, and 
said, I will never vote for Mr. Towneley until he pays you your money.” 

election pj^y “I'l ‘*>at you were not to be paid until after the 

‘""‘I S-r ‘'^y/ota at the election ?— I do not know who they voted for. 

226. What did you understand them to mean by saying they would not vote 
until you were paid, when you were not to be paid until after the election?— 
That they would not vote for Mr. Towneley at all at the coming election, until 
Mr. J owneley paid me my money. 

227. You were not to be paid, as I understand, until after the election ?— That 
was with the other parties. 

228. Did you see these gentlemen whom you have mentioned, namely, 
Mr. Verdon and Mr. Williams, actively engaged in canvassing for Mr. Towneley 
previously to the election ?— No ; they attended the meeting; I saw the mayor 
at the meeting, but I did not see Alderman Williams there; he may have been 
there, for all I know. 

229. Did you see Mr. Williams at all engaged in canvassing for him. or doing 

anything on his behalf? — No. ® 

230. Mr. Verdon, 1 think you have said, was actively engaged ?— Mr. Verdon 
was a very active friend of Mr. Towneley. 

231. Jn order that we may have no mistake, state what you mean by “ active 
friend ” }— His conversations with friends. 

232. Hid you see him canvassing for him ?— I cannot say that I saw him can- 
vassing ; that is, going about from house to house. 

233. You distinctly state that he came to you, and made those overtures to 
you? — We met, I think, in his house. 



Cross-examined by Mr. Serjeant Kinglake. 

234. The mayor sympathized with you, did he ? — Mr. Connellan, Mr. Tighe 
and otlier friends of Mr. Towneley. 

235. They sympathized with you ? — Yes. 

236. Hid you go to the mayor’s bouse, or meet him ? — I cannot say ; we met, 
I know, several times. 

237. Hid the mayor say that he would do his best to get this money for you ? 
— That he w'onld do his best. 

238. And that he thought you ought to vote? — Yes. 

239. Hid he express that opinion ? — He thought it should be paid. 

240. And tliat he would do his best? — That Mr. Towneley’s friends, the gene- 
rality of them, were respectable men. 

241 . I do not understand that you ever saw the mayor canvassing anyone ? — 
Not absolutely going from house to house. 

242. You heard him talking a great deal about the election ? — Yes. 

243. That is what you call being an “active friend”? — Yes, and in conver- 
sations. 

244. I suppose the mayor talked about the matter ; in Ireland you have odd 
notions about these things; is that what you mean by being an “active friend”? 
— I believe that Mr. Vei-don was a very active friend of Mr. Towneley all through, 
and advocated him in his paper. 

245. He publishes a paper? — Yes. 

246. You were not at the election? — No. 

247. When did you say you went away? — On the 4th of July. 

248. Had you been there in the early part of July ? — I was, previously to the 
4th of July, 

249. Mr. Williams is an alderman ?— Yes. 

600. B 2 250. Hid 



Ju J, O' Donovaiu, 
&q. 



28 May 1853. 
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250. Did he tell you that he would do his best also to get you this money ? — ■ 
Yes; I have wrote on more than one occasion to Mr. Towneley, pressing him to 
pay me. 

251. lam afraid you have not had the 103 ?— No. 

Examined by the Committee. 

252. Did I undei'stand you to say, that in consequence of a promise from some 
one, that if you abstained from voting against Mr. Towneley, you should have 
that sum of money paid you ; you went away from Sligo to Dublin ? — Yes. 

253. That is what you did? — Yes ; together with the letters from Mr. Stonor 
and Mr. Towneley, vaguely admitting it ; but that at present it could not be 
settled. 

254. Your journey to Dublin was influenced by what you heard from Mr. 
Verdon, and likewise by having seen those letter.? ? — Yes. 

255. Had you any business in Dublin?— No; 1 remained there a fortnight. 

256. Did you ever vote for Mr. Somers before ? — At the former elections of 
1847 and 1848, I was opposed to him. 

257. In both of those elections you were opposed to him ? — Yes. 

258. Do you state that in 1852 you promised to vote for him? — In 1851 
I promised to vote for him. 

259. In 1851 you promised to vote for him at tlie general election in 1852 ? 
— Yes. 

260. But on the two former elections you voted against him ? — Yes. 

261. You have stated that you promised Mr. Somers ; had you promised like- 
wise to propose or second liis nomination ? — I did ; Mr, Somers asked me, and 
I consented. 



[The Witness withdrew. 



John Patrick Somers, Esq., sworn ; Examined by Mr. Jones. 



262. YOU are the Petitioner in this case? — I am. 

263. You were a candidate at the last Sligo election for the borough?— 

1 was. ■ ” 

^ Member of Parliament, representing Sligo, for a con- 
siderable number of years, I believe?— Fifteen years. 

265. With a very slight interruption ? — Yes.' 

260'. Previously to the last election for Sligo, you arrived there, about what 
time?— About a week, I should say. 

267. Did you find very great exoite.ment directed against you upon vour 

arrivals'— Noton my arrival. J r j 

268. Shortly afterwards ? — During my canvass. 

269. Do you recollect attending the parish chapel on the Sunday previously 

to the nomination day r — Ido. . 

270. Who was the reverend gentleman who officiated on that occasion ? — I do 
not know the gentleman who officiated on that occasion. 

^ 7 ^’ know the gentleman who preached or gave a discourse after the 

servif*n ? — V ° 



272. Who was that gentleman ? — The Reverend Dr. Phillipps. 

t the people in a very conciliatory wav ? — After he had 

preached, he addressed the people from tiie altar. 

anybody particularly the object of denunciation or praise ? 

275. Will you state to the Committee, as nearly as you can, what he said ? — 
ae addressed the congregation, in very eloquent terms, on the subject of the 
aiockport riots. 

27 . Did he attribute them to anybody ? — He depicted tlie atrocities that were 
glowing term.s; and at the conclusion of his speech, he 
stated that those riots would never have taken place, if it had not been for the 
nase^des^tion of such men as their representative, alluding to myself. 
wi ®^ything more?— He did. 

^^1 I stated that he had alluded to me from that place, 

tue cnapel ot bligo, on several occasions; and he further stated, that he told the 

people, 
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279 What did he go on to state?— He stated that he was happy to iiave the 
opportnn.ty of findtng me u, his chapel, and he pointed to the galler^whe ^1 ^ 
sttt.ng every eye m he chapel being fixed on me at the timS, or every eve tha 
could by any poss.bihty reach me. He stated that I wa.s a traitor to my /elieion 
and my “untty, and that any man who supported me voted for heU antfthe 

4od .indtr Heav'e?”" ' 'P-'neley. voted for 

ment“' P™'^““ “"‘'^"'ent ?— Very considerable excite- 

281. In consequence of it, was it suggested to you that it was unsafe for you 

mtnT *’h ’?P' 1'“®°'”? “P ”’y told me not to go out of the cha^l 

282. After tliat, did you perceive that the excitement in the town considerably 

increased whenever you made your appearance?— Of course I did ■* 

infll'marnVrmsrNo.'^ 

You yvere not present at the mention that was made about the pistol ? 



285. Do you remember the morning of polling?— I do. 

286. Did j-ou see voters come up in company with the reverend gentleman on 
that occasion r — I did. 

287. Will you just describe to the Committee what you observed r— I saw 
voters 111 my interest come up arm-in-arm. 

288. Who were the parties wlio brought them up in that way ?— I knew only 
one ; tli^s parish curates are all new men there, and I did not know any one of 
them. Mr. Phiilipps is a new man, and if he had not been so prominent a character 
^t the election, I should not have even known his person ; he has been there a 
•very short time. 

289* You saw that he was one of the persons picking up voters whom you had 
reason to believe were in your interest?— Yes, he took my voters by the collar of 
the coat, and pulled them into the house. 

290. And brought them up in the same way ? — Yes. 

291. Did you attempt to address these voters as they were passing? — I did. 

292. In what way were you treated by these gentlemen, and those who attended 

them? — Pushed away very violently, and one clergyman I have the pleasure'of 
seeing before mej and I wish to state in his presence that I said to him, “ Here 
is no fair-play here for my voters ” ; and he stated to me that I was a hanged dog, 
ruffian and liar. - 

293. He did that in the presence of the mob ? — In the presence of Captain 
Pritchard and Mr. Culdwell, the engineer. 

294. The gentleman who so addressed you, 1 believe, had been repeatedly 
your guest? — I have had the honour of knowing him for some years. 

295. What is the name of that gentleman ?— The Reverend Mr. O’Gara. I see 
him before me, and I am happy that 1 have an opportunity of stating tins in bis 
presence. 

296. That gentlemen had repeatedly been your guest ?— He was a very old 
friend of mine, and a very warm friend of mine, and I am quite unconscious of 
•ever having given him any offence ; I never spoke disrespectfully of a clergvman 
-of any persuasion, even on the hustings. 

297. From ihe violent way in which these reverend gentlemen spoke of you, and 
-acted before you, and the way in which they handled your voters, did you attribute 
the loss of your election ? — 

Mr. S/ade objected to the question. 



Mr. Jones withdrew the question. 



298, Mr. Jo 7 jes.] With regard to Mr. O’Donovan, had you and he been very 
warm friends at your first election, and up to some unfortunate difference? — 
There was no difference in the world, except those jealousies that arise amongst 
constituencies. 

299. He was a voter at the last election r — He was ; he promised to support me. 

600. u 3 300. You 



r JP, Somers, Esq.. 
88 May 1853. 
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J. P. Snniert, Esq. 
■38 May 1853. 



300. You are coonecied, I believe, with the county of Sligo r— I was born in 

the county. . . , ,i u r i 

301 Mr. Towneley has nothing to say to it ; he never came there betore he 

came to oppose yon ? — I never heard that he had. ^ t- 1 

302 Had you an opportunity during the election of seeing Mr. Towneley oil 

his canvass at all ?— No, 1 saw him passing by my window ^ 

303. Was he accompanied on that occasion by Mr. Stonorf — He was, 

invariably, and by Mr. Phillipps. _ * j 1 c 

304 You liave said that while on your canvass you perceived a great deal ot 
excitement ; was there any one particular occasion where it exceeded all bounds ? 
the course of my canvass, on several occasions, there was the greatest pos- 
sible excitement; there was a mob in the interest of Mr. Towneley, who impeded 
me in my canvass, and threw stones, and maltreated my rupporteis. 

305. Do you remember on your canvass being at the foot of Market-street on 

one occasion ?— I do. , . . 1 1 • 

306. Will you describe to the Committee the scene that took place m a 
civilised town, opposite the mayor’s door, on that occasion P—Not wishing to cause 
excitement, I would not allow a large party who were waiting outside to accom- 
pany me in my canvass. I said, “ I understand there is an organised party on the 
othi- side, and I wish to avoid anything like excitement or a collision.” I selected 
three or four friends to accompany me in ray canvass ; we went through the usual 
route; we went to the upper part of the town, which was the usual course of 
canvassing, and we went on very quiety until we came to about the middle of 
Market-street ; about the middle of Market-street, I was informed there was 
a large body of people congregated there by the special arrangement of the parish 
priest and Dr. Phillipps, and that if we proceeded in the course of my canvass, 
we should be assaulted. Being a magistrate of the county, I did not like to inter- 
fere, but I wrote a note to the commander of the police force, to send down a 
force to protect myself and my few friends who were with me ; when we got to 
the corner of the street, which was directly almost facing t!ie house of the mayor 
of Sli«-o, Mr. Verdon, there was an immense posse of men there, all of whom 
appeared to be very much excited by drink, aud armed with bludgeons; and they 
intercepted us at once. The police force came in the meantime, headed by a 
magistrate ; they were quite ineffectual to prevent a riot, and the consequence 
was^ that we were hustled about, and i was obliged to lake refuge ; not that 1 was 
afraid of anything, because the people of Sligo held me in .so much affection, that 
they would not Jiarm a hair of my head for all the wealth of Mr. Towneley ; still 
they did that which was equally as bad ; they attacked my friends ; they thought 
it no harm to impede my friends and maltreat them, but they would not hurt me ; 
nothing would induce them to do it; because I know the sort of regard they have 
for me. 

307. Do you remember, on that occasion, the magistrate who was first in charge 
of the police ? — I do. 

308. Mr. iS'/tWe.] This is at the canvass ? — Yes. 

309. Mr. Jones?^ Do you remember the magistrate who w’as in charge of the 
police when they first came up ? — Major Bromliead. 

310. Was he superseded by anybody? — By the mayor, and then there was an 
end of everything ; we were swept off the street ; they took me in their arms, and 
carried me away ; they beat every man in my interest, but they would not harm 



a hair of my head. ' ; 

311. Did the excitement appear to become greater when they saw the mayor . 
— Yes ; then they thought they were justified in doing anything. 

312. Was the mayor of Sligo a friend pf'yours or of Mr. Towneley r — He was 

a friend of Mr. Tov\ne!ey. ' . 

313. Was he not a bitter opponent of yours ? — Yes ; a most bitter opponent. 

314. Do you remember, previously -to the election, any tickets being issued for 
admission to the hustings ? — Yes. 

315. Was tliere anything particular about the distribution ot tickets 
given to your friends by the mayor? — I do; there was a very limited number 
given to my friends, and the effect was, that the Court-house was choked with 
Mr. Towneley’s friends. I was only anxious to set myself right about some 
accusation which was made about having bastardized all the Catholics; bull was 
not allowed to be heard ; and I am indebted to Mr. Towneley for getting me even 
a partial hearing for a few minutes. 

316. On 
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316. 
3' 7- 
behind 
318. 
was at 
3J9- 
320. 

arrived 



On that occasion on the hustings you saw Mr. Stonor Yes 

M^TLoety^^ 'Towneley?~He‘ was sitting 

Did you hear him suggesting to Mr. Towneley ?— Whenever Mr. Townelev 
lault, Mr. Stonor sLipplied him with some remarks. ^ 

Have you known Sligo a long time r — All my life. 

Did yon ever see Mr. Stonor there before the time at which Mr. Townelev 
? — Never. ^ 



321. .Did you ever bear of him before? — Never, 
it is^^’ ?— Of course 

323. It is as patent as the day-light, I believe ? — Yes. 

324. And his manager ?— I do not know anything of his being manager • he is 

notoriously his agent. “ ’ 



J. P. Somers, Esq. 
a8 May 1853. 



Cross-examined by Mr. Seijeant Kinglahe. 

325. Did you happen to propose a vote of thanks to the mayor for his most 
impartial conduct m the chair? — I did. 

326. Hs is the bitter gentleman ? — Yes ; his conduct was very impartial on the 

hustings, and therefore I discharged the duty which every Member invariably 
does on the hustings. ^ 

327. You thought so, you say ?— Yes, on the hustings. 

328. How long was it before the election that you were canvassing ? — About a 

329. How many friends had you witli you at the time ? — Not more than four 
or five. 

330. Were they friends canvassing with you? — Yes. 

331. Let us hear who they were? — Mr. Michael Kelly, Mr. M'Ternan; [ 
cannot recollect the others ; they were old and intimate friends of mine. 

332. Do they live in the place ? — They live in the. town, and they are voters. 

333. Some of your active supporters? — Yes, friends of mine. 

334* Were they canvassing with you ? — They w’ere cavassing with me •, there 
•were not more than four or five; having a good'number of friends, it is very diffi- 
cult to remember who happened to be with me on that particular dav. 

335- Was a person of the name of M‘Bride one of them ? — He was not. 

33^' Or O Connor? — Henry O’Connor, I dare say, was; but I cannot call to 
my recollection whether he was actually with me ; he is a very warm friend of 
mine. 

337. Can you recollect whether he was one of the party ? — I do not think he 
was on that occasion. 

338. Did you enter into any preparation for having a body of men; what are 
called bludgeon-men, at the election ? — No. 

339- see some one on the subject, and make some proposal? — 

A proposal was made to me, which I rejected ; and the men were waiting outside, 
and J would not allow them to come with me; in the first part of my examina- 
tion, 1 stated to the Committee that there was a body of men waiting outside to 
accompany me; and I said, “ I shall not go on with my canvass unless I am 
unaccompanied, except by a few friends;” and I would not allow these men, who 
were anxious to do so, to accomj)any me ; I said, “ I shall not go out ou rny can- 
vass unles.s these men go away,” 

340. Do you know a person of the name of Dowling? — I do not. 

341. Do you know Patrick Rock? — No. 

342. Do you recollect, a few days before the election, a person of the name of 
Patrick Rock calling on you, with reference to employing some men ? — No ; no- 
thing of the sort occurred. 

343 - Do you not recollect having a conversation with a man of that name? — 
No; I never knew a man of the name in my life; I have heard of Captain Rock, 
but whether he is the identical Captain Rock or not 1 do not know. 

344* Do you recollect any one coming to you, whatever his mime may 
be, about getting some people to go round with you ? — Several persons came to me. 

345- Do you recollect anv proposal being made about the money you were to 
give ?— I do. 

346. Was anything said about 70^.?— There certainly was something said 
about money. 

B 4 347. Who 
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j. r. Wfj, Esq. 347. Who made that proposal?— A mao of the name of O'Connor, I tliinli, 
_ — made the proposal to me, hut I repudiated it. 

a8 May 1853. 348. You never assented to it ?— Never. 

34Q. What sum was mentioned ? — I think 200E 

350- 'Vas there anything said about any smaller surh than that being paid? — 
No; it was said that I could not have the support of the party under 200?., and 
if I could not give 200?. they would go over to Mr. Towneley, and so they did. 

351. Were They what are called bludgeon-men? — They were non-electors. 

352. Can you tell me who was the man who made that proposal to you ? — 
A man of the name of O^Connor. 

353. Henry O’Connor? — No; another man of the name of O’Connor. 

354. Do you know a person of the name of Hugh Ward?— No. 

355. Did you see him about the matter?— No; Mr. Ward is a friend of 
Mr. Towneley ; he is a Ribbon leader. 

356. Do you recollect them coming more than once ? — I never spoke to the 
man in all my life. 

357 ’ Were you living in lodgings all the time ? — No ; at an hotel. 

358. Do you recollect their coming more than once? — No; I repudiated any 
connexion with the party. 

Re-examined by Mr. James. 

3,59. You say that a demand of 200^. was made upon you by these non- 
electors } — There was no demand ; a proposition was made to me, that I could 
have the support of that party of bhidgeon-men for 200/. 

360. On that occasion, did they say what Mr. Towneley was to give them ?— 
No; they said, “If you do not agree to our proposition, we will go over to 
Mr! Towneley I said, “I make him a present of you;” really they earned 
their money right well ; they assaulted all my friends, and killed one of them. 

[The Witness withdrew. 

[Adjourned till Monday, at Twelve o’clock. 



lunis, 30 ® die Maii, 1853 . 



MEMBERS PRESENT. 

Mr. Divett. I Hon. W. H. Berkeley Porttnan. 

Mr. Hindley. Mr. W. J. Evelyn. 

Sir Edmund Filmer. | 

EDWARD DIVETT, Esq., in the Chair. 



Mr. Lawrence M‘Teman, sworn 5 Examined by Mr. Jones. 

Mr. L. M^Tcman. 361 . YOU are a Solicitor of very many years’ standing ? — Yes. 

362. You reside in the town of Sligo, I believe ? — Yes. 

30 May 1853. 363. You are a voter for the borough ? — Yes. 

364. Do you remember, previous to the last election in Sligo, observing the^ 
canvass of Mr. Towneley? — Yes. 

365. You saw him frequently on his canvass? — Yes. 

366. On every occasion, almost, that you saw him, was he attended by Mr. 
Stonor? — I think always. 

367. Did you see in his company, and with his parly, the priests of Sligo? — 
Yes. 

368. Invariably? — Yes. 

369. Will you be good enough to mention to the Committee the names of the 
reverend gentlemen who invariably attended him about? — Mr. Phillipps was 
the principal clergyman I observed, and the others were occasionally only with 
him. 

370. Mention the names of the others? — Mr. Quinn and Mr. White; I did 
not pay particular attention. 

371. Mr. 
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cufates ^ P'”"ipps?-He is one of the 

372. n ere you in the habit of attending the parish chapel previous to the last 
election r-Indeed I was not ; I go to the Friary. 

373- Mr. Slade.'] More sbatne for yon?— “More shame for you,” was an 

T oTt'e'’^ '^y "'’ 0 “ I und it' reply to tifat, I say that 

i e tl,Tf f - I ttoneeive a"^mud. more proper 

Conte,, l,„t T? t ‘-’...“"“""y tttiUed by ; it is sometimes called the 

Convent, but Friary is the familiar name of it. 

374 - Jones.^ You were on the hustings? ^Yes. 

375. I. believe you proposed Mr. Somers ? Yes. 

m the discharge of your duty, as an elector of the 
boiough about to propose Mr. Somers, did you observe any extraordinary 
conduct towards you on the part of anybody r— Yes, I did. ^ 

37 /- Will you describe it to the Committee? — I intended to say very little, not 
being much oJ a speech-maker, but I was completely prevented by great uproar 
mid shouting ; and tlie first person I observed to interrupt .rac or to interfere was 
Ml Fhillipps ; I saw him shake his hand at me, and the clerk of the chapel was 
Deside him, and he commenced the instant he got the signal from Mr. PhilHnps 
and after that I was perfectly unable to proceed. ^ ^ 

378. When you say Mr. Phillipps, you mean Mr. Pbillipps, the priest ?— Yes. 

379 * -Now, as it is rather difficult for the Committee to conceive a gentleman 
acting in that way, will you just describe, with your hand, the way in which he 
shook 1)13 hst at you ? 



Mr. ^'/ew'e objected to the question. 

. Mi\ At all events, Mr. Phillipps shook his fist at vou in a very 

violent way ? — Yes. ^ 

you hear any of the speecliiiig from Mr. Towneley’s window, at any 

382. You were not present at that?— No. 

383- Do you remember attending Mr. Somers upon bis canvass ^ — Yes j 
1 believe I was sometimes with him ; I was on one particular occasion. 

3S4. On tiiat one particular occasion, what did you observe ? — There was 
dreadful violence ; we came down from Market-street, and in the course of our 
progress, some person came to say that there would be a riot ; and I advised 
Ml. Somers to send for the police, and so he did, Major Bromhead took charge 
or the police and walked down, and when we came to the foot of Market-street, 
Jt was perfectly impossible to proceed ; the stones began to fly about. I got into 
the Stamp-office ; I met the mayor there, and I told him what was doing, and 
asked him to go out, and he did go out ; afterwards I was completely separated 
from the party with whom I had previously been, and I did not go further ; 
I thought it quite impossible to proceed. 

385. This was in the middle of the day, I believe?— It ivas, I should say, 
between one and two o’clock. 

386. Did you know any of the parties ? — Who were violent ? 

387. Yes ? — I knew several of therri, so far as knowing their faces, and 
knowing them to be Sligo butchers and porters, and all that j I could not, perhaps, 
tell their names \ I kno'v the names of .some of them. 

388. Do you know a man named M'Niff?— Yes. 

389. Did you recognize him on that occasion? — I met him in the crowd. 

390. Was be heading them? — I could not say whether he was or not. 



Mr. Slade submitted that Mr. Towneley, the Sitting Member, could not 
be affected by these proceedings, not being shown to have been connected 
with them. 

The Committee decided that Mr. Jones should proceed with the examina- 
tion. 



391. Mr. Jones.'] Were you present at the polling ? — I was about the Court- 
house, in and out. 

392. Did you know Mr. Gethia to be the conducting agent? — Yes. 

393. Did you see Mr. Gethin acting there ? — Yes. 

394. In what way was he acting? — He acted as conducting agent for Mr. 
Towneley, arid there is no doubt about it. 

C 395. You 



Mr. L. M‘Terna!t. 
30 May 
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r. i,. M'Tirnan. 395- You are a solictor, and you know the practice on such occasions ? — Yes. 

3g6. While the polling was going on, did you see Mr. Somers assailed by 

30 May 1853. anybody ?— No ; I was not present when anything occurred. 

397. You saw the voters, I believe, coming up to the poll 1 — Yes ; I saw a 
great many of them. 

398. Did you see any priests on that occasion r — Oh, I saw them very active. 

399. What do you mean by “ very active ” ? — They were exerting themselves 
for Mr. Towneley, to be sure, as much as they could. 

400. Did you see any of them escorting any of the voters up ? — I saw them 
walking with the voters. 

401. Had they hold of the voters? — No, indeed, not that I recollect; they did 
all they could to get the voters forward ; I did not see them pull any voter, or lay 
hands on any voter; they went from the places where the voters were up to the 
bootli, where they polled. 

402. The priests came from tiie places where the voters were, and went up to 
the booth, where they polled? — Yes. 

403. Where were the places where tlie voters' were? — There "were voters in 
Mass-lane ; they came from a house in Mass-lane, some of them. 

404. In point of fact, you mean from the tally-room? — Yes; others came up 
the streets. 

405. Will you name the priests whom you saw coming from the tally-room 
to the polling-place with the voters? — I cunnot name particular priests; I saw 
the curates of the town actively engaged ; I saw Mr. Phillipps ; I did not pay par- 
ticular attention to who they were ; I was attending to other matters. 

406. Did you happen to see the Reverend Mr. O’Gara? — On that day ? 

407. Yes, or at the hustings? — On the hustings I did ; he was sitting close 
tjeside me. 

408. Did you hear him make use of any language ?-— Yes. 

409. Mr. Slade.l In the presence of Mr. Towneley ? — Yes. 

410. Mr. JonesJ] Hovir far was Mr. Towneley from Mr. O’Gara at the time ? — 
lie was sitting behind Mr. Towneley. 

4i 1 . What did you hear Mr. O’Gara say 1 — After the proceedings Imd almost 
terminated, Mr. Somers got up for the purpose of proposing a vote of thanks to 
the Mayor for his conduct during the nomination, and I heard Mr. O’Gara, who 
was sitting behind me, say, “ Don’t allow him, don’t allow him ; don’t allow him 
to spciik ; ” that was all. 

4? 2. Did ije call Mr. Somers any name? — Not that I recollect; 1 do not 
recollect whether he might have said “ Fellow,” or not; he interfered to prevent 
his speaking, and wished Mr. Towneley to be the person to speak. 

4.13. In point of fact, all through, the priests, vvherever you saw them, were 
•taking the ittost .active part for Mr. Towneley? — Certainly tliey were. 

Cross-examined by Mr. S/ade. 

414. You are a solicitor? — Yes. 

415. You generally take an active part in elections at Sligo? — Sometimes 
1 have, but latterly I have not. 

416. I suppose you- were active on Mr^ Somers’s part on this occasion ? — No, 
indeed, I was not. 

417. Were you not employed at all ? — No. 

418 You were merely employed to watch what other parties were doing, and 
repeat it here ?— 1 was very anxious for. Mr. Somers, and if I could have rendered 
iiini a service 1 would have done so, but I was-not a paid agent, nor did I act in 
any capacity as agent. 

419. Did you take an active part on the part of your friend Mr. Somers on 
one occasion; a legally active part? — There was nothing in my power to do to 
benefit him that I did not do. 

420. Committee.] You acted as a friend ? — Yes, but really I did not go to any 
extreme at ail ; I never went to a man, that I recollect, to canvass him, and I had 
a grcQit many ii’iend& in the towjj w-hoiu I think I could have influenced ; I would 
not do it, because I thought they ought to judge for themselves. 

42s. Mr. 5 /cde.] Your opinion is, that a. man should have his own opinion, 
and that no one should lead him ? — I think that men who are capablemf Terming 
41 judgment should be allowed to exercise that judgment. 

422. And you suppose in that con,sists freedom' of election ?—• As far as my 

opinion 
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opinion goes ; I should say it is of very little consequence what my opinion may 
be on the subject. ^ 

423. In the election of 1848 did you happen to be Mr. Towneley’s friend? 

In the election of 1 848 I was engaged professionally for Mr. Towneley, and I was 
paid 10 1 . for my services. 

424. I do not suppose that the 30?. bought your good wishes alone ; you were 
on his side on that occasion ? — I was just as much on his side as I was his agent, 
and I hope I did my duty, and nothing more. 

425. What occasioned you to go over to the other side ; if you had been a 
strong partisan, the offer of jo/. would not have bought you over to Mr. 
Towneley’s side? — At that time I had some misunderstanding with Mr. Somers ; 
since then I have had an explanation, which satisfied me that, perhaps, I was 
wrong ; I was always his friend previously to that, and lam just as much so now, 
as ever I was. 

426. You voted for Mr. Towneley in 1848 ? — I did not. 

427. Are you qiiite sure of that ? — Quite sure of it. 

428. Who did you vote for ? — I did not vote in 1848; I had no vote at the 
time .Mr. Towneley was returned for Sligo ; I was on the Registry, but the time 
had not arrived when I would be qualified. 

429. Your qualification was not complete.^ — No, it wanted a few day.s. 

[The Witness withdrew. 

Mr. S/£ule submitted that tlie evidence on one branch of the inquiry should 
be concluded before the evidence upon another was gone into. 

Tlie Chairman stated, that in an inquiry like the present, it was not 
desirable to confine (he Counsel for the petitioners strictly to the course 
proposed. 

Mrs. Winnifred O'Brien, sworn; Examined by Mr. Jones. 

430. Mrs. O’Brien, are you the wife of Pat O'Brien, the broker, in Sligo? 
— Yes. 

431. Do you remember just previously to the last election for Sligo ? — I do. 

432. Do you remember Mr; Stonor coming to your house with Mr. Haggarty ? 
— No, he never came. 

433. Who never came ? — Mr. Stonor. 

434. Did he come to your husband? — I do not know. 

435. You were not present when, he came to your husband ? — No, I never saw 
Mr. Stonor come into my house. 

436. Do you remember Mr. Phillipps coming to your house ? — I do . 

437. When did he come? — I believe ours was the fifth house that he can- 
vassed, but my husband was not within. 

438. Do you remember Mr. Phillipps coming to your house the evening or so 
before the election, and asking for your husband ? — I do. 

439. Had Mr. Phillipps many people with him? — No, he had not. 

4<^o. How many liad he ? —Two persons, or three. 

443. Who were they? — I cannot tell you the persons’ names. 

442. You cannot tell who were with him? — No. 

443. But he was certainly there himself? — He was. 

444. What did he say to you when he came in ? — He asked for Pat. 

445. Was it your husband he asked for?— It was. 

Mr. S/ade asked whether the learned Counsel was proceeding with a case 
of intimidation, bribing or treating? 

Mr. Jones stated, that he was at present upon a case of intimidation. 

446. Mr. Jones.] He asked for Pat? — He did. 

447. What did you tell him ? — Pat came to him. 

448. Was Pat denied to him in the first instance? — No. 

449. Was it to you he spoke ?— He spoke to me when he came. 

450. And he asked, you say, for your husband ? — Yes, and my husband 
came. 

451. What did you tell him ? — He was within. 

600. c 2 • 452. What 
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452. What hour of the night was this ?— I cannot tell you. 

453 * Was it late in the night? — I do not know. 

454. Was it dark? — It was; it was a sunamer evening, and the place was 
closed ; the shops close at eight o’clock or nine o’clock. 

455. Then it was after your sliop was closed that Priest Phillipps came ? — Yes. 

456. When your husband came forward, what did Priest Phillipps say to him 1 
— I cannot say what he said to him. 

457. Were you not standing there?— I was not; I had to take a child in my 
arms, and go out. 

458. Why did you take the child in your arms? — To shut the door. 

459 ' What became of your husband ? — He stayed there ail night. 

460. Was there any discussion, or any conversation, between him and Priest 
Phillipps? — I cannot say; because I never Interfere in election aifairs, nor inter- 
fere with men’s affairs. 

461. How many people were in your shop at this time ? — There were no per- 
sons at all in my shop. 

462. How many persons were with Priest Phillipps? — There came no person 
into the place ; the alarm gathered outside, and it was said we beat the priest; 
there was no one inside our house. 

463. When the alarm gathered outside, did any people come in? — No. 

464. No one came in ? — No. 

465. And you were standing in the house all tlie time ? —Yes. 

466. Did your husband leave your house tliat evening? — No, he did not. 

467. Did he leave your house any other evening?— Any other evening? 

468. Y'esr — I could not tell what time my husband left the house. 

469. Was your husband taken out of your house on any evening by Priest 
Phillipps? — No, he was not. 

470. Were you struck in your own house on any night? — Struck, sir? 

471. Yes?~No, I was not struck; but I was struck the next morning by a 
woman, who was not right in herself. 

472. What was the name of the poor woman ? — The name of Chambers. 

473. What did she strike you for ? — I do not know, indeed, sir. 

474. Were you attended by any doctor in consequence of this blow ; no 
matter whom you got it from ?— I had a doctor to attend me; but I cannot say 
what it was for; it was the will of the Lord. 

475. Who was the doctor who attended you r — Dr. Tucker. 

476. Did a Dr. M'Munn also attend you ? — He did, since I took the cough 
an<l inflammation on the lungs. 

477. Ur. M'Muiin was not attending you for the consequence of this blow ? — 
No, he was not. 

478. How long was Dr. Tucker attending you r — I cannot tell you. 

479. How long do you suppose? — To the best of my belief, it was just about 
five clays. 

480. Was it night or morning when he was called in to see you?— In the 
morning. 

481. Immediately after you got the blow from the poor woman ? — Not at all; 

not till long after that. . 

482. Previous to the election, were vou struck by any member of a mob? 

-No. . .7 . 

453. You never said so ? — 1 never said so. 

484. Tu anybody ? — To anybody. 

485. Was your husband beat in your presence? — I cannot say about my 
husband, for I took the child up in my arms, and went out. 

486. When you took the child up in your arms, and went out, vvlio did you 
leave in the house with your husband? — Who did I leave in my house? 

487. Yes ? — I left my family in the house, and a girl. 

488. And the croud came in ? — None of the crowd came in. 

489. Then you mean to swear that no croud ever came into your house during 
the election, and beat your liusband ? — No crowd came in with Mr. Phillipps, 
only two persons. 

490. Did they come in after Mr. Phillipps ? — No, 

49 '- before Mr. Phillipps ?— No. 

492. Then, your husband was never beat in his bouse bv any member of a mob 
during the last election? — I cannot tell you. 

493. Were 
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493. Were you knocked down on llie floor in your own house on any occasion 

and trampled upon by the croivd r~No, not at all. ’ 

494. Had you not a miscarriage? — I had. 

495. Did you hear that evening the Riot Act read outside your door 5— 
■I did not. 

496. Since this affair, whatever it was, have you had any conversation with 
Piiest Pbillipps, on your oath ?— On my oath, I never had any conversation 
'With him. 

497. Priest White? — Not with Priest White. 

498. Priest Quinn? — Not with Priest Quinn. 

499. Priest O’Gara ? — Not with Priest O’Gara. 

500. Priest Nangle? — Not with Priest Nangle. 

501. Or any other priest? — Not with any other priest. 

502. Are you telling now, on your oath, before this Committee, the same story 
you have always told about this matter?—! have told no story, either at home or 
abroad, but what I am telling liere. 

[The Witness withdrew. 

Patrick O'Briev, sworn ; Examined by Mr. Jones, 

503. YOU are a voter, I believe, for the borough of Sligo ? — Yes. 

504. Previously to the last election, had you promised to vote for Mr. Somers ’ 
— No. 

505. You had not ? — No. 

506. You never promised to vote for Mr. Somers? — No. 

507. Do you remember Priest Phillipps paying you a visit at your house? 

Yes, several times. 

508. Do you remember his coming on one occasion after your shop was closed ? 
— Yes ; he came into my liouse. 

509. Who came with him ? — I could not tell. 

510. Did any one come witli him? — I could not say, because the place was dark. 

511. Do you tell this Committee that you cannot tell whether he came by him- 
self, or attended by others? — I could not say. 

512. Were you struck on that occasion ? — No, 1 was not. 

513. Were you ever struck? — I might be struck in the street, but not in my 
house. 

514. Were you struck opposite your house r — No. 

515. Was there a row outside your house ? — Several rows in the town. 

516. lam talking of one row, when the Riot Act was read ? — I did hot hear it 
u*ead. 

517. You swear you never were struck in your own house ? — Never; except 
that I might be, when I and my wife have had a little wrangle. 

518. Upon your solemn oath, did you ever tell anybody tliat you were beaten 
and abused in your own house by Priest Pbillipps? — If 1 did, I was not sworn to it. 

51.9. Was your wife hurt ?— Hurt 1 I did not see her hurt. 

520. Do you know she was hurt? — No; she was ill for a while there. 

52! . What did she attribute that to ? — What happens to many a female through 
•life. 

522. What? — What we call in our country, she slipped her foot and lost. 

523. She got no blow from anybody? — I do not think she did ; it is what we 
call a miscarriage. 

524. You never heard of her getting a blow from anybody ? — No, indeed ; I 
think not. 

[The Witness withdrew. 

Thomas O'Connor^ sworn; Examined by Mr. Jones. 

525. WERE you a voter for the borough of Sligo at the last election ? — I was. 

526. You live a little way out of town, I believe? — Better than three miles. 

527. Do you remember the market*day before llie election? — I do. 

52S. Do you remember meeting Priest Phillipps on that day? — I do. 

529. Had you any conversation with him about voting ? — I had. 

530. What did he say to you? 

[The Witness was directed to withdraw. 

■600. c 3 Mr. 
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Thomas O’Connor, 



Mr. Slade objected, that this was not a proper course of exainiiiatioa . 
Mr. Temple was heard against the objection. 

The Committee decided that the examination should proceed. 



Thomas O'Coimor, called in ; and further Examined by Mr. Temple. 

531. WERE you asked by Priest Phillipps who you were goino; to vote for? 
—Yes. 

,532. Did you tell him for whom you were going to vote? — 1 did not tell him 
at that time. 

533. Did you, at any time previous to the election, tell him for whom you were 
going to vote? — He did not speak to me until that Saturday before the election. 

534. On that Saturday before the election, did Priest Phillipps apply to you for 
your vote? — He did, on the Saturday before the election. 

535. Did you refuse to give your vote to anybody but Mr. Somers } — I did not 
refuse Mr. Phillipps on that day. 

536. Did you tell him anything about Mr. Somers : — No. 

537. Did you tell him whether you would vote for Mr. Towneley or not?— I 
did not. 

538. Remember, you are on your oath, sir; on your oath, did you not tell 
Priest Phillipps that you intended to vote fur Mr. Somers ? — On ray oath, I did 
not tell him any such thing. 

539* On your oath, did not Priest Phillipps threaten you, if you did not vote as 
he wished you ? — I told Priest Phillipps that I was born and baptized in the 
church, and that I hoped I should die in the church, and support the principles 
of the church ; and that on whichever side Mr. Phillipps and the clergy were, I 
would be. ’ 

540. Did you tell him that always from the first time of his applying to you for 
your vote ? — I do not remember that I had any conversation with him. 

541. Did you ever say to him that you intended to vote for Mr. Somers? On 

my oath, I never did. 

542. Do you know this gentlemen, Mr. Graham? — I do. 

543- Did you not tell Mr. Graham that Pilesl Phillipps asked you who you 
were going to vote for, and you .said for Mr. Somers always?—! do not mind 
that I did tell him, because I never told Mr. Phillipps any such tliintr. 

544. If you told this gentleman so, you told him a falsehood ?— fdid, if I did 
tell him so. 

545. Did you tell him so or not? — I cannot be clear that I did. 

546. Can you be clear that you di<i not r — No, I cannot. 

547. Attend to me ; upon your oath, did you never tell this gentleman (Mr. 
Graham) to this effect, that Priest Pliillipps asked you whom you were going to 
vote for, and that you said, “for Mr. Somers, as always”? — 1 do not think I 
could tell him any such thing. 

548. Will you swear that you did not?- 1 will not. 

549. Did you not tell him that Priest Phillipps had dared you to do so, under 
the risk of destruction to your life and property? — To him ? 

550. Yes.^ — I do not think I could tell him any such thing. 

551. Will you swear you did not ? — I will not swear. 

552^ Could you be mistaken as to whether you told him such a thin® as that 
or not ? — [No an^er.'\ ° 

553. Did you not tell him something about your big namesake ?— [iVb answer .1 

554. You have a cousin a very wealthy man, a namesake of yours ? — Yes. 

555. Did you tell this gentleman that Mr. Phillipps said something to you about 
pur big namesake ?— Mr. Phillipps talked about the name; I told him that I 
had always supported principles, and that I would support principles. 

Phillipps had said, that if you dared to 

vote tor Mr. Somers he would denounce you, and call you out from the altar? 

I could not tell him such words, because those words \vere never expressed. 

557- Will you swear you did not tell him so ?— If I told him so, I told him 
what was wrong; that was never the expression of Mr. Phillipps. 

558- Did you tell him so, or did you not?— I could not tell him anv such 
thing. 

559. Will 
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559 ; Will you take upon yourself to swear you did not tell this oentleman 
those thing, which I now ask you ?-I cannot mind that I did, 

560. l ou cannot swear whether you did or not ?— I could not tell. 

SOI. Committee ] You must give a distinct answer.?— There was no such con 

"aKrr 

thifgemtaan:Tln lra^:'a,J:T 

[The Witness was directed to withdraw. 



Thomas O’Conner, 



30 May 1853, 



Mr. Slade objected to the question, and submitted that the 
nad no nglit to make the Witness contradict himself. 



learned Counsel 



Mr. Ttmple was heard in answer to the objection. 
The Committee overruled the objection. 



Thomas O'Connor, again called in ; and further Examined by Mr. Temple. 

Priel^Philh-nr!"srarl’ru you did not tell Mr. Graham that 

Priest I hill.pps had told you that if you voted for Mr. Somers he would denounce 

^Tha°t“ s nn^ ^ •n'‘* ‘ “ >«• 

cau^notswea, l toirhro;™"^ 

565. What I ask you, is a matter of importance ; namely, a threat to denounce 
v^w “ *“'^1! 7 ' Committee that vou cannot take upon 

uoo!! 1 m,° pT-m told this gentlemau (Mr. Graham) so or 

no-. Ml. rbillipps never told rae any sucli thinff. 

itto I 

whiL“:i“‘‘>'‘’" " ?-I cannot say 

568. You cannot swear whether you did or not ?— I cannot. The evening that 
I was ID company with Mr. Graham I chanced 10 have taken a drop • I drank 
some spirits that evening. The conversation between Mr. Graham and myseif I 
cannot mind. 



569. You mean to say, that having taken a drop that evening you cannot swear 

what you said on that evening ?— If I said it, I cannot mind it. If I said it it is 
what was M rong. ’ 

570. Mr. Tempk.] You reside about three miles out of Sligo?— I do. 

571. You remember the night of the nomination ; it was a Monday ?— Yes 

572. Do you remember the day of the month; the oth of Julv Yes’ I 

think it was. ' ’ 



573. Did you go to bed at your own house that night?— I did. 

574. After you had been in bed some time, did you hear the noise of cars, and 

the footsteps of people about the house? — I beard ‘the noise of a car coming- I 
Jive on the road-side. ® ’ 

575. Close to your door, did you hear a noise which let you know that tliere 

were people coming to your house ; was there a knock at your door ? There was 

a knock at niy window. 

576. Did yon get out of bed ? — No; I axed, “ Who is it? ” 

577. Did you get out of bed to ask it r — No. 

578. Did you ask from your bed ? — I did. 

579. Was the answer something of this sort: “Open the door; we want to 
speak with you?”— No; he axed, “was I asleep;” I knew the person by his 
voice. 

5^0. Was it Priest Quinn? — It was the priest that attended my parish or 
chapel. 

581 . Committee.'] Who is the priest that attends your chapel ? — Priest Quinn ; 
he is always out there, visiting sick people. 

582. Mr. 2 'empk.'] Was the door opened to him ? — I told him I would get up 
and open the door. 

583. Did he come into the house? — He did. 

584. Did lie order you to dress yourself? — He told me that he was going. 

6 ckx. c 4 585. From 
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585. From what he said lo you, did you di-s?s yourself? — He told me he was- 
going to Sligo, and lie would be glad that I should go along with him • I told him- 
I could not have better company, and I would be glad to go with him. 

,586. This was after you had gone to bed ; what did you want to do at Sligo a* 
jiight? — Jly wife went to Sligo on Monday; she got angry with me for not 
tellinir Mr. Phillipps tliat I should vote along vviih him and Mr. Tovvneley. 

58 7. I thought you said you told Mr. Phillipps that you should vote for him 
and the priests? — I do not understand. 

588. I thought you said on the Friday before, when Priest Phillipps came to 
vou, you told him you should always vote for your religion and your clergymen ?■ 
~ I did not lell him that I should vote for Mr. Towneley. 

580. Did you not mean hint to understand that you should vote for Mr., 
Tovvneley? — Nay; let him understand from the word,s, that I said I told him 
I would .support the principles of my church. 

590. Had he been angry with you for giving him tliat answer? — He shook, 
hands with nie. 

59 1. How came your wife to be angry with you for not having told Mr. Phil- 
lips that you would vote for Mr. Towneley ? — He did not ask me for my interest 
until that day, and it was the market-day : I told him that I would see him the 
next day, and that I should give him an answer at that time; on Tuesday I told 
him I was born in the church, baptized in the church, that I hoped I would die im 
the church, and that I would support the principles of the church ; I did not tell 
him who I would vote for. 

592. I understand you to say that he shook hands with you after you had 
answered ; so that he understood it pretty well ? — ^Yes. 

593. How came your wife to be angry with you on Monday ? — For not telling' 
liim at once that I .should vote for him and Mr. Towneley. 

594. Although Priest Phillipps was [)erfectly satisfied and shook hands with you ?• 
— He shook hands with me, and told the people that I would vote for him. 

595. After you were invited to get out of bed, and go lo Sligo by Priest Quinn,, 
and you said you should be happy to have such company, did you go willingly? 
— I did. 

596. You dressed Yes. 

597. And you did not go unwillingly ? — No- 

598. Were tiiere not a number of persons about who insisted on your goingp- 
— On my oath, there were not ; he did not insist I should go ; but he asked would 
I go into town with him, and I told iiim I would. 

599 - had you to do in Sligo after you had gone to bed on that night? — 

I went in to vote for Mr. Towneley. 

600. You only lived two or three miles out of Sligo ? — Something better than 
three miles. 

601. Why was it necessary for you to go at 11 o'clock on Monday night, in 
order that you might vole on the Wednesday? — Where I had good company to- 
be with, I cho.se to go, 

fio2. Attend to .me ; the polling-day was on the Wednesday? — It was. 

603. What occasioned you to he in Sligo on Monday night, especially after you 
bad gone to bed, in order to vote for Mr. Towneley on Wednesday morning; 
what would have prevented your going on Wednesday morning to vote for Mr. 
Towneley r — 'For fear that any person from the opposite side should come in and 
take me away. 

604. Where did you go when you got to Sligo ; where did Priest Quinn take 
yon? — Into Mr. Walker’s office. 

605. Who is Mr. Walker? — Mr. James Walker, 

606. The gentleman who is instructing my learned friend on the other side?— — 
Yes, iliatis the very gentleman. 

607. Mr. Towneley’s law agent?— I do not understand what he is. 

608. When you got to Mr. Walker’s who was in Mr. Walker’s liouse? — In-. 
Mr. Walker’s house? 

. 609. Who did you find there ?— I saw Mr. Walker there. 

610. Was Mr. Stonor there ? — He w'as. 

fin. Was Mr. Gcthin thero? — He was not. 

612. Priest Quinn, the gentleman wlio had taken you, was there? — He did^ 
not stay many minutes ; I went along witli him. 

613. Did- 
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613. Did you go from Mr. Walker's house that night, or stay there >—1 was 

not two minutes there. c c . i wdb 

614. Was Mr. Stonor in the car with the priest who took you away from vour 

house with tlie gentleman who came to your house, and invited you to io to 
oligo? — He was. ^ *= 

615. And Mr. Stonor, I suppo.se, went with you to Mr. Walker’s : you all 
came in the car togelher, did you not? — We did. ’ 

616 Where did you go to from Mr. Walker’s?-! went to Mass-Lane or 
Chapei-laite. 

617. Mr. Stonor and Mr. Walkei*, as I understand, went with you ? They did 

not. *' ' ^ 



6i8. Mr. Stonor and Mr. Quinn went with you?— No ; Mr. Stonor did not, 

6J9. Who took you there? — I do not know the party who drove the car. 

620. Was not Mr. Quinn with you?— Mr. Quinn was with me. 

621. Did you sleep the rest of the niglit at the house that you went to in Mass- 
ane, or were you taken to M'Loughlan’s, the sexton ?— I did not delay long • 

1 like to go to rest. ° ’ 

622. Did you stay there long? — I did not stop long. 

623. AVho did you see at the house in Mass-lane ?— I went to John M‘Lough- 

lan’s, and told him I should like to go along with to and go to rest. ^ 

624. Who did you see in that house in Mass-lane ?— There were several peonle 

there. ^ ^ 



625. Were there not a great number of persons there ?— There were not 
indeed. ’ 



626. Were there above 20 persons there ? — I cannot say. 

627. Will you swear there were not between 20 and 30 persons ?— I cannot. 

628. Did they lock you in at first? — They did not. 

629. Could you have come away if you liked ?— Any minute of the hour. 

630. You swear that? — I do. 

631. You say you asked Mr. M‘Loughlaii to take you to his house; was Mr. 
MToughlan the sexton? — He was. 

632. And chapel clerk? — Yes. 

633. The next day, Tuesday, was a holiday in your church, was it not? It 

was not. 



634. There was mass performed ? — There is mass every day. 

635. Did you go to mass on Tuesday morning? — When I got up I cleaned 
myself, and went out to mass. 

636. Did M‘Lough!an accompany you ? — He did not. 

637. Did you go entirely by yourself?— I did, and no one to prevent me. 

638. Was there anybody with you? — There was no one with me, until I went 
into the chapel. 

639. Did you go the front way to the chapel, or did you go the back way ? — 
The lodge is in the chapel-yard, and I just went out straight to the chapel. 

640. In the rear? — ^Yes. 

641. That was direct from the lodge into the chapel? — It was. 

642. W’ill you swear that M‘Loughlan was not looking at you, going from the 
lodge to the chapel ? — M'Loughlan did not interfere with me. 

6^3. When he came did he see you ? — I cannot say whether he did or not. 

644. Was M'Loughlan there when you went from the lodge to the chapel? — 
He was in his house at the time I went out to the chapel. 

645. When you came out of the chapel, as soon as you got out, were you 
joined by Priest Phillipps and Quinn ? — I was not. 

646. Did they not see you come away? — 1 might go where I liked ; I waited 
outside in the street for a good while, until Mr. Quinn came out, anti I just 
walked along; I could go where I liked. 

647. You waited for Mr. Quinn?— I did, because he attends our chapel ; and 
when he passes by our place, he calls in and sees how we are. 

648. You waited for Mr. Quinn ? — Yes. 

649. You might have gone away if you pleased ? — Yes. 

650. Were there a number of persons standing about? — No one interfered 
with me. 



651. Were there a number of persons standing about? — Outside. 

652. Yes? — I do not think tliere were; only the persons coming from mass. 

600. D 653. Were 
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653. Were there some persoas standing or not at the outside when you came 
out, waiting for Mr. Quinn? — I do not understand. 

6'54. Were they waiting about?— No. 

655. Were they not standing near the door of the chapel ?— i here w as not one 

put a question to me. r .1 u i - r 1 . 

656. Were there persons standing about the door of the chapel. '• — I did not 
remark any person when I was coming out from mas.s. 

657. Will you swear that ttiere were not some persons waiting at the door of 
the chapel when you came out ?— When they come out from mass, they generally 
stop and talk to each other ; I did not remark more than that.^ 

658. You found persons doing as tiiey generally do muside ? — Yes. 

659'. You waited for Mr. Quinn ? — Yes, 1 held no conversation witii any person 
till Mr. Quinn came ; I could go where I liked. 

660. Will you swear that you did not attempt to make your escape, and that 
Mr. PhiUipps and Mr. Quinn did not sto[> you ? — On rny oath they did not. ^ 

661. Will you swear tliey did not say, “You shall not escape that way aud 
did DOt Mr. PhiUipps sav, “ Mr. Quinn, you take care of Tom O’Connor ” ?— On 
my oath, from the time'l came into Sligo till I left, no such questions were put 

662. Did you not tel! this gentleman (Mr. Graham) that was so ?— If I told him 
so, I told him what was wrong. 

663. Will you swear you did not tell him so? — I will not. 

564. Have you forgotten whether you told him so or not ?— I cannot mind 

whether I did or not. . ^ Ti- i u 1 • 

665. May you really have told him that, and forgotten it ? — If 1 told him, I 
told him a lie. 

666. Where did you go with Mr. Quinn ?— My wife promised 

667. Never mind vour wife; answer my question first ; where did you go to with 
Mr. Quinn ? — I promised my wile I would meet her next day at Mrs. M‘Hugh’s, 
and I told her 1 would stop there ; I went over to Mrs. M'Hugh's in Jade*street. 

668. That is where Priest Quinn lodges, is it not ?— I cannot exactly say 5 in- 
deed I cannot. ^ , 

669. Do you tell me that you do not know that Mrs. M'Hugh was Mr. Quinn s 
landlady, and that Mr. Quinn was lodging there at that time? — I have been 
acquainted with her ever since. I came to Sligo; that is, 25 years. 

670. Will you swear thac you do not know that Mr. Quinn was lodging there? 
— I do not know whether he had lodgings there at the time. 

671. Commitiee.'] That is not what you are asked; you are asked, do you know, 

or (Jo you not know, that Mr. Quinn lodged at Mrs. M‘Hugb’sr— I think he did 
lodge there. . , 

672. Mr. Temple.] In point of fact, you went with Mr. Quiuu to Mr. Qumn s 
own loddng? — I told iny wite I would go to that place, and she would see me 

next day. r • 

673. ’ln point of fact, you went to Mr. Quinn’s lodging with Mr. Quinn irom 
the church-door ? — Yes. 

674. When was it you told your wife you would meet her at Mrs. M Hugh s . 
— Because she was uneasy at iny coming to town. 

675. When ? — The evening that I left the house. 

676. I thought you said she was in Sligo that evening? — -She was in Sligo on 
Monday ; when she came home, she said she promised Mr. PhiUipps I should go on 
that day. 

677. \\ hen you came away on that night, do you mean to swear you told her 
that you would meet her the next day at Mrs. M'Hugh s r — I did. 

678. Did she come to you on the next day at Mrs. M‘Hugh’s? — She did. 

679. Did you go out at all with her from Mrs. M‘Hugh’s on that day ? No, T 
did not. 

680. Did you go out into the streets at all after you accompanied Mr. Quinn to 
Mrs. M‘Hugh’s on that day ?— During the whole of the Tuesday afterwards. 

681. Mr. Quinn and you had gone together ?-^Yes. 

682. Where did you go to?— Down Castle-street. 

683. Who went with you? — Mr. Quinn. 

084. Where was it in Castle-street that you went? — ^To Mr. Doherty’s. 

68s. Was that Mr. Townelev’s house ? — I do not know. 

686. Did 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




ON THE SLIGO BOROUGH ELECTION PETITION. 



686. Did you bear speeches on behalf of Mr. Tuwneley from the housed— 
I did not. 

687. did you go there for? — I just walked along with him ; I did not 
hear speeches. 

688. W hat fur ?— I do not know what brought me there, but I walked along 

with him. ® 

689. You had no object in going there at all ?— I had not. 

690. How came you to go there, if you had no object in going there ? — Only 
that Mr. Quinn told me to walk out along with him. 

691. You had no object there at all? — No. 

691^. Mr. Quinn took you with him when he went out ? — He did. 

693. How long did you stay there? — I did not stay long. 

694. Did you go into the house ? — I did. 

695. Who did you see in the house ; was Mr. Slouor there ?— 'I did not remark ; 
I do not know Mhetlier he was or not. 

696. How came you to say that lie was there, in the first instance? — I did not 
say any such tiling; I do not mind whether he was or not. 

697. When you slated at the first burst that he was, you meant that you do 
not mind ? — I could not say it, because 1 do not mind that I saw him. 

698. Who else did you see there? — I saw’ Mr. William Allen. 

699. Anybody else? — There were others I did not know. 

700. Were they all about Mr. Towneiey’s business at the election, and on the 
part ot Mr. Towneley r — I did not remark them ask any questions. 

701 . Was Priest Philiipps there ? — I did not see him. 

702. Was it not where Mr. Tow’neley lodged during the election? — I do not 
know ; I did not stay there many minutes. 

703. Do you mean to say, you do not know whether Mr. Towneley lodged 
there during the election ? — I cannot say whether he did or not. 

704. Wliere did Mr. Quinn bring you back to ? — To my lodgings. 

705. To Mrs. M‘Hughi’s? — Yes. 

706. Did you remain in the house all day ? — No, I went out. 

707. Where did you go to ? — 1 went over to Mass-lane or Chapel-lane. 

708. To Mr. M‘Loughhm ? — No. 

709. To tlie house where you were brought first from, in Mass-lane ? — Yes. 

710. Who took you there r — 1 went over myself. 

711. Who went with you ? — I walked over myself. 

712. Who went w'ith you ? — I met Mr. White and walked over with him. 

713. Mr. White is another priest? — Yes. 

714. This house you went to was Priest White's house, was it not? — I cannot 
say whether it was or not. 

715. Do not you know that he was a priest ? — 1 know he is, but I do not know 
where he lodges. 

716. It was to his house you went in Mass-lane, was it not? — I do not know 
that he lived in it. 

717. It was his house, was it not? — Ido not know. 

7] 8. It was the house that he took you to in Mass-lane ? — Yes. 

719. Did he come for you at Mrs. M‘Hugh’s? — He came to Mrs. M‘Hugh’s, 
anu walked over with me. 

720. Whom did you see in’ this house in Mass-lane ? — Several persons. 

721. Were those pei'sons you saw, persons whom you knew were voters? — 
There was some. 



722. How many were there? — I do not know. 

723. Fifty ? — I could not say. 

724. You could not swear there were not 50 ? — No. 

725. Might there have been as many as 50 ? — I could not say there were. 

726. Tliere were a good number, were there not? — There were. 

727. Were they all in this hou.se in Mass-lane, where you accompanied Priest 
White to ? — The persons that I saw inside ; I do not know the number. 

728. Were they all in the house in Mass-lane, where you accompanied Priest 
White to ? — The people who were inside ; I saw them there. 

729. Did you remain tliere all night ?— I did not, nor did I remain long. 

730. Where did you come away to from there? — I went back to my lodgings. 

731. What lodgings? — Mrs. M'Hugh’s. 

732. When Priest W’liite came, did Priest Quinn go somewhere else? — I do not 
know. 

600. D 2 73. Who 
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733- Who walked back with you to Mrs. M‘Hiigii’s ? — I do not mind that there 
was any person with me. 

734. Will you swear that you went back entirely alone- — I cannot say whether 
I did or not; I do not mind that there was any person along with me. 

735- Were you sober when you went away from . Mass-lane ? — I do not know’ 
whether there was any person with me. 

73d. Were you sober when you went away from Mass-lane r — I was. 

737- Will you swear that you do not know w’hether there was any person with 
you or not ?— On my oath I do not mind that there was. 

738. Did Priest White go back with you ?— He did not. 

739. Did Priest Quinn go with you? — No. 

740. Did somebody from the house in Mass-laue go with you ? — I do not mind 
that they did. 

741. Will you swear that no person went back with you to Mrs. M'Hugh’s ? 
— I do not mind that they did. 

742. Will you swear that they did not? — I will not. 

743. Back to Mrs. M'Hugh’s you went? — Yes. 

744. Did you stay there all night? — Yes. 

745. In whose bed did yon sleep? — [iVo answer.~\ 

746. Did you sleep with any person ? — I slept with my wife. 

747. Are you sure that you slept with your wife that night? — I ani, indeed, 
quite sure. 

748. Your wife did come there and sleep with you? — Yes. 

749. The next morning did you go and vote for Mr. Towneley ? — I did. 

750. Who went with you to vole for Mr. Towneley? — Mr. Quinn. 

751. Now, then, attend to me, and lei me see if I have got the facts correcily 
from you, and you will correct me, if I am wrong; you had gone to bed on the 
Monday night? — I had. 

752. Priest Quinn and Mr. Stonor came to your house, and you got up and 
dressed and went with them to Sligo? — I did. 

753. Where did you get your victuals during all Monday night, Tuesday and 
Wednesday ? — It was not a great deal I ate. 

754. Where did you get it? — Mrs. M‘Hugh invited me to tea. 

755. Was that all you had ? — Mr. M‘Hugh and Mrs. M'Hugh, and my wife 
and 1, were together. 

756. Did you get any victuals in the house in Mass-lane? — I took very little 
in it. 

757. Did you get anything to eat and drink in that house in Mass-lane ? — 
I did. 

758. Whom did you see in Mass-lane that you knew; mention some names? — 
I saw several persons there. 

759. I want you to mention the names of such as you know ; did you see a 
person of the name of O’Dowd? — No. 

760. Are you quite sure you did not see him? — I did not; I do not mind that 
I did. 

761. Will you swear that you did not see O'Dowd? — I cannot swear whether 
I did or not. 

762. Did you see a person called Michael Somers? — 1 have no acquaintance 
with Somers. 

563- Did you see a person called Michael Somers? — I do not know Michael 
Somers. 



Cross-examined by Mr. Slade. 

764. When you went to vote for Mr. Towneley, after you had passed the night 
(It Mrs. M'Hugh’s, did you go freely and willingly, of your own accord?— I did, 
indeed. 

765. You say, that the Monday before the election Mr. Quinn asked you to 
go with him into Sligo? — He told me he was going into the town, and would 
I go along with him. 

766. The market-day before the election, you had been asked by Mr. Phillipps 
wlmlher you would vote for Mr. Towneley? — Yes. 

767. And you told him you would not promise to vote for Mr. Towneley? — 
No ; I told him I would let him know. 

768. “1 did not tell him whether I would vote for Mr. Towneley; I would 
vole for my church and my principles”? — Those are the words. 

769. I suppose 
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769. I suppose you informed your wife what you had told Priest Phillipps, and 
then she angry with you for not telling him at once that you would vote for 
Mr. Towneley ? — ^Yes. 

770. You have been asked about having said something to Mr. Graham, not 
quite consistent with what you have told us to-day; were you drunk when you 
saw Mr. Graham ? — I was tipsy at the time. 

771. Did anything happen to make you tipsy r — He treated me. 

772. Did you, in point of fact, get something whicli elevated you at Mr. Gra- 
ham’s ?— I did. 

773. When you »\ere not quite in a state of sobriety, did you make a commu- 
nication to him which you do not rememher now ? — I do not remember it. 

774. Was that taken down in writing? — At that time ? 

775. Yes? — I do not know. 

776. You told your wife you would meet her at Mrs. MTiugh’s, when you 
went on liie Monday? — Yes. 

777- At tiiat time did you know that Mr. Quinn, the priest, lodged there?— 

I understood tliat he did. 

778. Do you know a man of the name of Thomas Smith ? —I do. 

779. Was not he an agent and a very active partisan of Mr. Somers ? — I could 
not say that he was. 

780. Was he an active partisan of Mr. Somers ? — He was, by a conversation 
he had with me. 

781. Did Mr. Thomas Smith offer you a bribe to vote for Mr. Somers? — He 
told me that I should vote for Mr. Somers. 

782. Did he offer you anything to induce you to do it ? - He said, on Saturday, 
when [ was in town, that I should stop in town ; I told him I would not, and 
would go home; he said, if I would go along with him to Mr. Smith, he would 
get a leceipt. 

783. Did you owe a year’s rent, or a year-and-a-half s rent r — I do not know 
rightly what rent I owe ; I do not think 1 cun owe more than three half-year’s. 

784. Do you think you owed three half-year’s rent then r — I do not exactly 
know that I owe more. 

785. Was Mr. Smith to get you a receipt for the year’s rent r — Yes. 

78b. Did he offer you this, if you would vote for Mr. Somers? — -He told me 
to go along with him down to Mr. Smith. 

787. You say that on the Saturday you were in Sligo ? — Yes. 

788. Cmnmittee.'] Was Mr. Smith canvassing for Mr. Somers — He was can- 
vassing me for him. 

789. Mr. Sladeil You say Mr. Smith wanted you to stay in Sligo on the 
Saturday 1 — Yes. 

790. ’What did he say ?— He told me, that if X would go along with him to 
Mr. Smith, he would get a receipt for a year’s rent. 

7Q1. Committee.'] What did he mean by that?— That was owing. 

792. Owing to whom ? — ^To the landlord. 

703. Who is the landlord ? — Mr. Creighton. 

794. What passed between you and Mr. Smith? — He told me to walk down 
with him to Mr. Smith. 



705. Who told you?— Another Smith. 

796. Mr. Slade.] Is that other Smith the head agent of Mr. Creighton, the 

landlord? — He receives the rent. , 

797. Committee:] What rent did you owe at thattime ?— A year s rent is 8 /. 14s. 

798. Was 8^. \4S. owing?— That was a year's rent. 

7QQ Was 8/. 14^. owing to the landlord ? — Yes. 

II*- 01 I T V\-J .u:- TVT.. ..-aw tV«Qf 1 



80a Mr. Slade.! Did this Mr. Smith say, that if you would walk down to 
Mr. Smith, you should have a receipt for a year’s rent ?— He axed me to go down 



alono with him- I told him I would defer it to Tuesday, and that I should be in 
Slio'J on Tuesday, and I should see him ; I beard his offer in a heedless way. 

801. Commit.] You did not accept his offer?— I did not. 

S02. What did you say about “ heedless”?—! took his offer in a heedless 
manner, and said I would see him on luesday. , . , .... 

808 Mr Slade ] I believe you let Mr. Towneley, or his inends, know of this 
offer that was made to you by Mr. Smith ?— They wanted to know it irom me, 
and I told them X would not answer such questions. 

8ua Were you not taken into Mr. Walker’s office,. about this very matter ?— 
Thev put questions to me, and I told them I would not answer the questions; 

fioo. fd 
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Thorttns O'Connor, that I did not care what was the creed ; that I was never guilty of bribery against 
any person. 

30 May 1853. 805. Did you intimate to Mr. Towneley’s fi iends and supporters, that you had 

been tampered with by Mr. Smith? — No, I told them that I would not answer 
the questions at all. 

80C. Committee.] Answer the quesiion ; did you tell Mr. Towneley’s friends, 
or did you not tell them, that Mr. Smith had been making this offer about the 
j-ent ? — I clid not tell them at that time. 

807. Did you tell them at all?— I did, since. 

808. Mr. Siade.] You told your wife about it? — I did. 

809. At any rate it got to their knowledge, and tney began to ask you questions 
about it, did they not? — They did. 

810. Did they not take you to Mr. Walker’s to swear an affidavit about if ? — 
No; they did not speak to me about an affidavit, but they asked me questions, 
and I told them they were questions I would not answer. 

81 1 . They took you to Mr. Walker ? — They did. 

Re-examined by Mr. Temple. 

812. I think you said that Mr. Stonor went with you to Mr. Walker’s? — 
I went along with Mr. Quinn. 

813. And Mr. Stonor? — Mr. Stonor was in the office. 

[The Witness withdrew. 



Michael Somers, sworn ; Examined by Mr. James. 

Michael Somers. ARE you a little deaf? — Yes. 

815. Were you a voter at the last election ? — 1 had a vote at the last election. 

816. What are you -by business ? — A tailor by trade. 

817. How did you vote at the last election ? — I promised my vote to Mr. Somers ; 
I was determined to vote for him. 

8 1 8. How did you vote ? — I voted for Mr. Towneley. 

819. Had you promised your vote to Mr. Somers ? — I promised my vote to 
Mr. Somers; I was determined to vote for him, but I knew that if I voted for 
Mr. Somers ] should be in danger of having my life taken, if T went out after 
night. 

820. £.\plaiii to the Committee what you mean by being in danger of vour life ? 
— I hud seen the danger approaching by the mob of Sligo, and l'suppos”ed that if 
I went against Mr. Towneley, they would have revenge upon me. 

821. How long before the election had you promised your vote to Mr. Somers? 
— I promi.sed my vote to Mr. Somers about three days before the election. 

822. Did you promise it to Mr. Somers himself, or to any other person? — 
I promised it to Mr. Somens. 

823. J believe, before, you had no vote for an election ? — No. 

824. Did you intend to vote for Mr. Somers ? — 1 meant to vote for him. 

825. Did Mr. Towneley canvass you for your vote?— He did. 

826. Who was with him ? — Dr. Phillipps was with him. 

827. Is Dr. Phillipps the Roman-catholic priest? — Yes 5 attorney Walker was 
with him ; Dr. Tucker \va.s with liirn ; there were a few others that I do nut 
remember. 

828. Plow often did Mr. Towneley ask you for your vote ? — He only asked me 
at that time ; fiersons asked me afterwards for it ; I always told them I would vole 
for Mr. Towneley. 

829. When Mr. Towneley canvassed you with the priest, Dr. Phillipps, did you 
refuse or piomise your vote ? — I told him at the time I would not vote for him ; 
that I WHS determined to vc>te for Mr. Somers, and could not promise tny vote. 

830. Did _\oii tell him that in the hearing of the priest, Dr. Phillipps ? — Yes. 

831. Dill Or. Phillipps, in Mr. Tovvneley’s company, press you for your vote ? — 
No; but the morning before the election, there came a gentleman to me, and 
asked me would I come and vote for Mr. Towneley ; I said I would not. 

832. Do you know who that was ? — 1 do. 

833. Who was it?— He was a clergyman, Mr. White. 

S34. Priest White ? — Yes. 

83.5- that on themorning of the election ? — The morning before it. 

836. but 
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836. But what time in the morning did Priest While come to you ? — About the 
hour, I tliink, of 10 o’clock. 

837. What answer did yon give to him ? — I told him that I made my promise 
to Mr. Somers to voie for him, and I would not go back in it. 

838. What did he say to you when you told him that ? — He told me that I was 
wronii to do so ; I said I would venture to vote for him whether it was right or 
wrong. He said at the same time, that I might expect to he compensated by 
Mr. Towneley. 

S39. He said so? — Yes ; he did not mention Mr. Towneley, but Mr. Towneley’.s 
party ; I knew it was Mr. Towneley he meant. 

840. This was Mr. White ? — Yes. 

841. Do you remember being in the street on the day before the election, when 
you met Mr, M'Partlin? — I do. 

842. Did Mr. M‘Part!in ask you to go anywhere ? — He asked me to go with 
liim to take a treat. 

843. Did you go anywhere with him ? — I did. 

844. Where did he take you to ? — He took me to the liouse of Mrs. M'Guraii. 

845. Did he give you anything to drink ? — Yes ; I took half a glass of grog. 

846. Had you been drinking before on that day ? — No, not on that day ; it was 
only after coming from my own place at the time he brought me and took me 
there. 

847. When you came out, did you meet Priest White ? — I did. 

848. Whereabout did you meet Priest White after you came out of the public- 
house?— I met him in the kitchen, a hide off the parlour, where 1 sat and drank. 

849. In the public-house? — Yes. 

850. Had Priest White gone in with you when M‘Partlin took you in ? — 
M'Parilin and I were in the act of coming out at ihe time Mr. White met me at 
the door of the parlour. 

851. Was there any mob outside the house at that time? — Not that I had 
noticed. 

8.52. You had not noticed any at that time? — Not at that time ; the town was 
in peace. 

8.53. Did Priest White speak to you ? — Pie did. 

854. Did he ask you to go anywhere? — Yes. 

855. Where to? — He asked me to wajk with him , in that direction, up the 
street. 

8'}6. Did you know at that time where he was going to take you ? — No; on my 
oath, I did nut. 

S57. Where did he take you to?~Hc took me into what we call the treating 
liouse. 

858. What do you mean by the treating house ?■— Where there were a number 
of voters for Mr. Towneley sitting. 

859. Was that the house in Mass-lane? — Yes. 

860. Did any mob follow you when Priest White took you up to the house in 
Mas.s-lane? — No mob followed me when I went with him. 

861. When you got to the bouse with him, v.^ho did you find there? — When he 
knocked at the door, there were a number of persons inside ; I could not reckon 
them all ; I think there were about 50 or 60. 

862. Priest While knocked at the door of the bouse in Mass-lane ; do you know 
w'lio lived there? — It vvas the house that was formerly occupied by Dr. Phillipps. 

863. Did Priest White knock at the door ?— Yes. 

864. 'J'be outside door ? — When he knocked at the door it was opened, and I 
walked in with him. 

865. What room did you go into ? — He walked up-stairs, and in a large front 
room, the persons all sat, and some in the hall. 

8C6. Was the door locked which was opened for you to go in ? — The door was 
opened. 

867. Was it locked before? — I suspect there had been a lock or a bolt on it. 

868. Who went into that room with you ? — Mr. White went in with me; he 
did not stop many minutes there. 

869. When he went out, were you left in that room ? — Yes. 

870. About what time of the day was it, do you think, that you were taken to 
this house r — I think it was about 1 1 o’clock. 

600. D 4 87] . Who 



Michatl Bonm'S. 



30 May 1853. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




Michael Somers. 
30 May 1853. 



32 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE taken before SELECT COMMITTEE 

871. Who did you find in this room up-stairs? — I knew a good many of them 
by name. 

872. Tell me iiow many persons you found there? — There were perhaps 60 
persons. 

873. Can you give tlie Committee the name of any person whonj you found 
in that room, when you first went in at 11 o’clock ?— When I went there, they 
were all rejoiced to have me there. 

874. Can you give the names of any persons? — Yes. 

875. Give the names- — James Cawley. 

876. Was he a voter ? — Yes. 

877. Who else did you find there whom you knew ? — I remember a man of tlie 
name of Delahide. 

878. Do you know John Brennan? — Yes. 

879. Was he there? — Yes; but I cannot say he was there when I went in. 

880. Do you know James Clements? — I do not know him by name. 

881. Do you know Patrick Colleary ? — No. 

882. Do you know Pat O’Dowd ? — I do. 

883. Was he there ? — He was. I have seen a man of the name of Pat Begley ; 
be is now dead. 

884. Do you know Michael Bruen ? — Yes. 

885. Was he there ? — Not at that lime. 

886. Did he come in while you remained there ? — I spent the latter part of the 
night, from one o’clock until five o’clock in the morning, with him. 

887. You got there about n o’clock? — Yes. 

888. When did you get away from there ? — I did not get out from tiiere until 
I came to the tally-room. 

889. On the poliing-day ? — Yes ; only to cross the gateway from this house to 
Mr. White’s own. house. 

890. What time did you poll? — I think about six or seven o’clock. 

8gi. Before you polled, were you taken to the tally room? — Yes. 

892. Is that at Mr. Gethin’s house ? — Yes. 

893. Who took you to the tally-room ? — One young man of the name of Bren- 
nan, in Market-street. 

894-6. Did any one else go with you to the tally-room ? — A young man of tlie 
name of Cunlist. 

897-9. How long did you remain at the tally-room when you went to vote ? 
— Somewhere about two hours, I think, 

900-1. What were you doing at the tally-room all that time?— We were just 
sitting in the upper room. 

902-3. Were you waiting there with other people who were going to vote? 

Yes; there were other people there. 

904-5. Who went with you from the tally-room to the polling-place to vote ? 

Well, .sir, to the best of my knowledge, a man of the name of Terry Fitzpatrick, 
and a man of the name of Phil Henessey. ’ 

906-g. Did you see either of the priests as you were going to the poll ?— I had 
not seen any of the clergy until I went up to the poll. 

910. At the poll, did you see any of the clergy ?~When I went to the poll 
Dr. Phillips was standing there. 

911. How near was he standing to you at the time you voted? — Just in the 
rear of the gentleman who was writing. 

912. Did he say anything to you? — No ; he remarked to the gentleman at the 
time liiat I was hard of hearing, and that he should speak a little louder. 

913,. Mr. Phiilipps was at the poll, was he ? — Yes. 

914. Wa.s he standing in the booth as the voters came up ?— Yes. 

915. Do I understand you to state that you were at this house, to which you 

were taken in Mass-lane, from 11 o’clock, the day before the polling, until 
between six and seven o’clock, when you went to the tally-room ? Yes. 

916. How did you pass the nightr — I pas.sed the night very uneasilv ; I made 
seveial attempts to get out, and I was refused; they said it was against the rule, 
and that no man should be let out. 1 said at the time that I should not be kept 
there , I did not know for what reason I should be kept there, and I had mv 
business to attend to, and my family at home. 

917. When this man, M'Partlin, took yoo into tiw public-iiouse and save you 
drink, and you met Mr. White, the priest, in the kitchen, did you know where 

you 
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you were going to be taken to ?— I did not, on my word ; if I had, I would not 
have gone there. 

918. Dici your wiie know where you were? — No, she did not know. In the 
morning I went to the gentleman’s ofBce, and she got to know a short time after- 
wards that I had been taken uwav. 

9 * 9 - Dttring the night, did v'our wife come ?— She came several times in the 
day, I believe. 

920. That is after 11 o’clock, wljen you had been taken to this place ? Yes. 

921. Was the room door locked when you were there? — No, the room was not 
locked ; there were men outside guarding the door. 

922. How many men were guarding the door ?— Sometimes two, and some- 
times three. 

923. _ After you had been taken to this place, during the day did you hear that 
your wile had come to luok for you? — I went to the window, and I told a person 
I knew to go down and tell her I wanted to see her. 

924. Did your wife come up ? — Yes 5 I did not see her. 

925. Did you bear that she had come ? — I did. 

926. _ Did you make any request to Mr. White, the priest, to allow vou to see 
your wife ? — Oh yes; several limes. 

927. Did Mr. White Come amongst the people who were locked up there? 

Yes ; lie called there a few times. 

928. Where did you see Mr. White, when you made the request to him to be 
allowed to see your wife ?— The request I made was, that I should not be kept 
there. 

929. Did you say that to Mr. White?— I did. 

930. Wliere was Mr. White when you made that request of him? — In the hall, 
standing. 

93 1 . Did you ask him to be allowed to see your wife ? — I asked him to allow 
her to come in, or me to go out. 

932. Did you tell him that your wife had got no money for your children or for 
herself.’’ — There was a message delivered to me by another gentleman, Mr. Quinn, 
that my wife wanted some money from me, and I asked him to allow her to come 
in and I would see about it. She asked liberty from him to come in ; he said it 
was no place for females. 

933 * Who said that? — Mr. Quinn, I understood. 

934. Mr. Quinn, the priest? — Yes; and he told me at the same time that mv 
wife wanted money. I said I would give no money till I had seen iier ; be went 
out again himself to see her, and he returned to ipe and said he had done that 
himself. 

935 * mean that he had given her money? — He said that to me. 

936. I believe your wife has since died ? — Yes. 

937. Did you go out at all until you were taken to the tally-room? — I did not 
go out into the street until I was brought to the tally-room. 

938. You stated to the Committee just now, that, you did not go out of the 
room except crossing the passage ; how was it you crossed the passage ? — A gate- 
way divided the two houses. 

939- Were you anxious to escape home if you could have done so? — Yes. 

940. And you asked Mr. White several limes to let you ? — I asked many 
persons. 

941. How many priests did you see there during the time you were confined, 
from 11 o’clock, the day before the polling, until the time you went to the tally- 
room ? — I am certain I saw three gentlemen there. 

942. Who were they? — I have seen Mr. White, Mr. Quinn, Mr. Nangle. 

943. Is he the curate ? — Yes. 

944. Did you see Mr. Gethin there, to -whose office you went in the morning? 
— ^The time has been so long, that I think I could not say that I saw Mr. Gethin 
there. 

945. To the best of your recollection, did you see Mr. Gethin come to that 
place during the time you were confined ? — Yes ; and go upstairs where the 
voters were. 

946. Being there from 11 o’tdock, were you confined against your will? — 
I was. 

947. You state that positively ? — Yes. 

94k Being there from 11 o’clock until early the next morning, when you went 
600. E ‘ to 
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to the tally-room, how did you pass the night? — The persons who were there 
enjoyed themselves with some eatables and drinkables. 

949. Were there eatables and drinkables given ? — Yes. 

Mr. Slade submitted to the Committee whether this was a proper course 
of examination for the purpose of proving treating. 

The Committee decided that the examination should proceed. 

950. Mr. James 7 \ Was there any music ? — Yes. 

951. What was the music? — There was a fiddle-player. 

952. You say there were about 60 persons when you went in r Yes. 

953- Were other persons brought in during the night and during the evening 
of the day? During the day ; in the afternoon a good many men came in. 

954. Between 1 j o’clock, when you were taken there, and the morning when 

you were taken to the tally-room, what people did you see there : did vou see 
Pat O’Dowd there ?— 1 did. r v 

955. “ Patrick O’Dowd, 17 High-street;” is that the man ? — Yes. 

956. Owen Bruen? — Owen Bruen spent the night at Mr, White’s room ; we 
drunk punch together during the night. 

957* Was he made drunk or not ? — He was not to say drunk, 

958. Was he intoxicated ? — Yes. 

g.59. Is that “ Owen Bruen, house and yard. No. 3, Wine-street” ? — Yes. 

960. Pat Kerr ; was he there? — Yes. 

061 . V as he brought in, or did you find him thereat 1 1 o’clock in the day ?- — 
I understood that man was at his own liberty. 

962. Did you see him there during the night ?— Yes. 

963. Do you mean that be was not confined there against his will ? — No. 

964. Was he there ?— Yes. 

(165. Was he eating and drinking? — Yes. 

q6fi. Was Patrick Kerr intoxicated or sober ?— He was intoxicated ; he was 
able to hold his limbs. 

9G7. Is that “Patrick Kerr, shop, store and yard, 29, High-street”? Yes. 

968. Mick Delahide?— I know him well. 

969. V'as he there? — Yes; not in the room with me at a late hour of the 
night. 

970. Where was he?— In the house I was brought to first, I believe. 

971. Which house? — The treating-house, 

T Delahide drunk or sober? — I cannot account for him after 

1 left the room that night. 

973- When you saw him, was he drunk or sober?— He was drunk. 

974. Is that Mick Delahide, “Plot of ground, 11, Hoibom-street” ? — Yes 

975- What is he by trade ? - He is a blue dyer. 

976. Terence Fitzpatrick ; was he there that night.? — He was not there: not 
with me. ’ 

^ tally-room next morning. 

978. Was Fitzpatrick one of the men who kept the door ?— Fitzpatrick walked 
with me across from the tally-room to the court-house. 

979- Billy Fitzpatrick ; do you know him ? — That is his father. 

980. Was he there that night ?— I did not see him. 
hous^'* Cowley; was he there that night ? -He has been in the treating- 



982. Wa.s he there the whole time? — I consider he was, but after I was not 
there, 1 cannot account for him. 

983. Was he there at the time you were taken there ?— He was there all the 
Hme I was there. 

■ James Cawley there when you were taken there at 1 1 o’clock 

in the day I — x es. 

985. Did he remain there all that time until you were taken to the tally-room ? 
— He was there when I was taken. ^ 

9S6. Is that “ James Cawley, cabin and land in Finisclin ” f— Yes 

987. Do you know Michael M'Andrew ;_I do 

988. Was he there?— Yes. 

.he?e^alu“e\toetrave''Le"n terf 

990. Is 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




there was 



ON THE SLIGO BOROUGH ELECTION PETITION. 35 

atreeU’r-Yl'' >>““*<=’ 0®“® »"ri garden, No. 4,, Gore- 

onJ' '-I =' "’ 0 “ of *e name of Hall. 

992. Uo you know Frank M'Donough? Yes. 

a ^1! -~ 5 . remember seeing Frank M‘Donou«rh • 

a man tl^re whose name I was not acquainted with. 

994 ‘ Gil Martin: — I do not knoiv him. 

995. Tom Finnegan ?— I am not acquainted with him 

996. Can you glee the names of any other people whom you knew to be voters 
who were there, besides those you have given ?— Yes. 

wi!'^ ‘’““® “f jnmes Healey. 

hr„®n<;ht^ tinre was he brought there ?-I do not know the time be was 

^ the latter part of the night 
and he drank with me there. There was a man of the name of John Bur,“ ® ’ 

?on '"i Kiiox-street”; is that the man ?— Yes 

at Irighi. ^ f 'hi'*, a' one o’clock 

loot. Do yon know the names of any other voters ; do you know Pat Roonev 
the younger?— No, I am not acquainted with him. nooney, 

1002. Can you give the names of any other voters who were there ?— Not 

“dfsL"::; ttm. acquainted 

1003. There was music there, and singing ?— Yes. 

nrieS’w ■ No?-'* *0 poll in 'the morning, did you see Mr. White, the 

piitst r — Noi immediatelv beiore I went to the j)o!l 

koo“?^i; *" hid you see him ?-I do nut 

know that I saw him on that morning. 

1006. How many of you went from the treating-house in Mass-lane to the 
toliy-room, to Mr. Gelhin?—! could not say ; most of the number who voted for 
Mr. lowneley were there. 

1007. You say there were about 60 of you in that room altogether?—! tliink 

upwards of 60 went. = . . v «uus 

1008. Did you go in a body from the treating-house to the tally-room ?— They 

walked two-by-two. v 

1009. To Mr Gethin’s office?- They walked two-by-two; one on each side 

the™had'**'’ I snould make away ; I thought that was the idea 

1010. If you could have escaped, would you ?-I would, certainly; I would 

have voted for Mr. Somers if I was left to myself. ^ 

3 011. You were ail walked two-and-two, you say, up to Mr.Gethin’s office^— 

Y es ; there was one on each side of me. 

1012. To guard you ? — Yes. 

1013. Did you walk two-and-two or three-and-three r— Two-and-two thev 
walked on before me, but I had one on each side of me ; I considered they were 
in fear that I would go, so they watched me vveil. 

1014. You voted for Mr. Towneley ? — I did. 

1015. Did you vote against your will ?— Why, undoubtedly ; I was brouffht 

against my will. ® 

/"'ere you under fear?— I would vote for Mr. Somers if I was left to 
myself, but I knew if I went back they would have revenge on me; for there had 
been an attempt to knock me on the head with a stone when they heard I was 
detennined to vote for Mr. Somers, within a few yards of my house. 

1017. When was that? — About three days before the election, at lo o’clock 
at night. 

1018. You were hurt with a stone ?— There was a .stone 6red at me ; it missed 
me and landed on the wall, and I knew from that what I might expect. 

^ 1019. As you were going along to the poll do you recollect meeting Mr. 
iSomers ? — Yes. 



1 

him 



020. Did you observe whether anything was done to Mr. Somers, as you met 
— -j ?— At the time I was going to the poll Mr. Somers came to me, and I was not 
allowed to stop to speak to him. 

1021. Who interfered with your speaking with Mr. Somers as you were being 
taken to the poll ?— Two pei-sons pulled me on as quickly as possible, and I could 
not look back, for others were engaged with Mr. Somers" 

^ 3 1022. What 
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] 022. What were they doing to Mr. Somers ? — I could not see at the time. 

1023. Did you wish to speak to Mr. Somers ? — I wished I could speak to him, 
30 May i 853» and that I could have my liberty to go with him. _ 

1024. And vou vvere not allowed to speak to him ?— I was not. 

102.5. Phillipps at that treating-house after you were 

taken there- between 11 o’clock and the next morning? — I cannot say that 
I have seen Mr. Phillipps in that treating-house. 

1026. But you saw Mr. White, the priest ? — Yes. 

1027. And Mr. Quinn, the priest?— To the best of my recollection, Mr. Quinn. 

1028. And Mr. Nangle ? — Yes. 

1029. Is that the same Mr. White who visited you in that room whom you 
found waiting in the kitchen, after M‘Partlin had taken you and given you some 
brandy ? — Yes. 

1030. Were you intoxicated? — I would not drink to that excess; I never 
made it a custom ; they wanted me to take more than I took ; whenever I made 
an attempt to get out, they would like to treat me, that I might have patience. 

1031. Explain what you mean by having patience? — At the time I asked 
liberty to go out, they would ask to treat me, and tell me to have patience. 

1032. You were given more drink? — Yes. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Slade. 

1033. You say you were very anxious to vote for your namesake ? — Yes. 

1034. They would not let you ? — They did not hold my tongue ; at the same 
time, as I remarked, I knew the consequences. 

1035. Did you at one time «ish to vote for Mr. Towneley ? — Never. 

1036. Did you not sign a requisition for him? — I had no wish with regard to 
voting for him. 

1037. Did you not sign a requisition to Mr. Towneley to come into the town? 
—No. 

1038. Cemmitlee.'l You are asked whether you signed a requisition ? — I was 
asked by two men to sign a requisition ; I met those two men in a spirit-house, 
and they asked me to put my name to it ; I did not know the danger of it ; 

I refused to do so. The day after I sent to John Bums, to know what did he 
want with me, and the message was, that he would come to let me know. He 
came down on that day with a paper, and I said, “What does it consist of, 
John ? ” “Why,” says he, “ if he does not come here shortly, lie need not expect 
to come again.” Those are the words he used ; 1 did not read it. 

1039. Mr. Slade.] You knew the contents of it.^ — I put my hand with a pencil, 
and signed “ Michael Somers.” 

1040. He told you the contents of it? — I could not hear him at the time; 

I did not know the contents of it. 

1041. You signed what you did not know’ the contents of? — Yes. 

1042. Yon have signed something else, have you not?— No. 

1043. Have you not signed a declaration that yon bad neither been intimidated, 
nor bribed, nor treated ? 

Mr. James objected to the question, and submitted that any document 
referred to should be produced. 

1044. Mr. iS'We.] Have you never stated that you were neither intimidated, 
bribed, nor treated? — No, I never said that. 

1045. W^ill you swear that you never have said you were neither intimidated, 
nor bribed, nor treated by Mr. Towneley’s party? — In the presence of John 
Brennan ? 

1046. At any time, by anybody ? — I often said I considered that Mr. Somers* 
petition would not take effect ; at the same lime, I did not say that I was not 
intimidated. 

.. 1,047. you oot state that you were not intimidated, bribed, or treated : — 
i never said it to a man. 

1048. You swear that? — I said it to no man. 

1049. swear that? — I do swear it. 

1050. How long have you been away from Sligo? — I left Sligo on the 3d of 
April. 

j 05 1 . With whom have you been living all the time ? — I have been at alhara 
Green. 

1052. At 
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1052. At Mr. Somers’ expense? — I do no not know at whose expense, but . Michael Somers, 

I never received a penny. 

1053. Have you been paying for anything yourself?— I have received no 30 May 1853. 
money ; I have paid no money ; I was taken by the gentleman to liis place. 

10.^4. By what gentleman? — The man I lodge with. 

Who is he ? — Thonias Something ; I do not remember his surname. 

Mr. James^ Wilcox. 

1056. Mr. Slade."] Did you know him before you came to London? — No. 

1057 - Who took you to him ? — Mr. Graham introduced me. 

1058. The gentleman who sits there ? — Yes. 

lo.'sg. Did you leave your wife beliind you ? — I did. 

1060. Who is supporting her? — It is very hard for me to say; I suppose by 
her own means, and anything she can do. 

1061. Did you ever state to Brennan that Graham promised you 40/. to prove 
treating and bribing, and to send you and your family to America r~That he 
promised me that? 

1062. Yes. — I deny it. 

1063. Did you ever say so ? — I never told him that he promised me 40 1 . 

1064. Did you ever say to Hurst that Graham promised you 40 I, to come and 
prove treating and bribery ? — No. 

1065. Do you swear it? — I can swear it; he never promised it. 

1 066. Did you tell him anything of the sort ? — I never told him that I was 
promised 40^. 

1067. Did you tell him you were promised anything by Mr. Graham? — 

I declare I never was. 

1068. Did you tell him you were ?— I told no man that I was promised money 
by Mr. Graham. 

1069. Did you tell him you were promised anything? — From whom ? 

1070. From anybody, to come and prove this case; on your oath, sir, did you 
tell Hurst you were promised anything, bv anybody, to come and prove this case? 

— I never told Mr. Hurst that I was promised anything from either Mr. Brennan 
or Mr. Graham. 

1071. Did you tell Mr. Hurst that you were promised by anybody anything ? 

— I never told him ; they were all expecting money from Mr. Towneley. 

1072. Who ? — All the voters who had not got it were expecting money. 

1073. What did you sav ? — I suppose, I expected, as well as another. 

1 074. You see, there vvas something said about money ? — By whom ? 

1075. By Hurst. — No. 

1076. Who was it said they expected money ? — I cannot tell ; I said no such 
thing to any man. 

1077. Will you swear you never did mention, to any man, the promise? — I 
am on my oath. 

1078. You never did mention it? — Never; that I expected 40 from Mr. 

Brennan. 

1079. Or any sum whatever? — From Mr. Graham, I never did. 

1 080. From anybody ? — 1 supposed, if I voted for Mr. Somers, I might be apt 
to be compensated by Mr. Somers at some time ; but at that time, I never got 
anything. 

loSi.'^Tlien you did say you might be compensated by Mr. Somers, if you 
had voted for him ? — I suppose that would lie with bis own generosity. 

1082. Did you say so ?— I say so now. 

1083. Did you ever state to any one that you were promised any reward, of 
any sort, to come and swear here, in this room ? — From Mr. Towneley ? 

1084. From anybody. — All that 1 tell you is, that 1 expected Mr. Somers 
might do something for me, if I would vote for him. 

108.'). Committee.] You are not asked as to voting for him ; the question you 
are asked is, have you said to anybody whatever, that you were promised some- 
thing for coming- here to prove the case against Mr.' Towneley ? — No ; I never 
was promised. 

1086. You never said anything of the sort? — No, I never did. 

10S7. Mr. Slo 4 e!\ Do you know Mr. Hurst? — Yes, I do know Mr. Hurst. 

1088. Did you never state to him that you had been promised a reward, on 
the part of Mr. Somers, to come and swear the case here ? — I am on my oath ; I 
' 600. ■ 2 3 never 
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Michael Somers, never did ; he is a man I never had the slightest correspondeace with; I never 
spoke to him but very seldom. 

30 May 1853. 1089. In Mr. Hurst’s shop, in Sligo, did you not speak to him on this subject > 

— I never did. 

logo. Did you tell him that you were promised to be sent to America?— No 
I never did. ’ 

1091. You and your family ? — No; I never told him so. 

1093. Were you promised ? — No, I was not promised. 

1093. Are you in expectation now of going to America ?— I am not going to 

America ; nor am I (0 be sent there. ® ® 

1094. There was no such expectation held out?— It was a report in Sligo that 
I was to go there ; it was not for me to report it ; I knew nothing of it. 

1C95. Who was it for then? — I cannot say who reported it. 

1096. Who was to go to America, if not you ?— I am not certain ; I do not 
know. 

1097. Was it not your family ?— I never had the slightest idea of somu to 

America. * ° ® 

1098. Was it not some of your family? — No, none of my family. 

1099. Now, about going to vote, and the house in Mass-lan®.; when Mr. White 

asked you to go with him, do you say there was no mob in the street ? He 

asked me to come and speak to him; I walked vviih him, and he dropped me there. 

1100. When you got to the house in Mass-lane, did you go in of your own 
accord r — I walked in with him to the place, when he got the door open. 

1101. You went of your own accord ? — Of my own accord I went with him. 

1102. Are you sure the door was locked or bolted?— I could not say; but 
when he knocked, the door was opened by the men who stood inside. 

H03. Will you swear that the door was either locked or bolted?— I have seen 
it inside, and I have seen it bolted. 

1104. You have seen the bolt shot ? — I have seen the spring of the bolt pulled 

oitenximes. ^ 

1105. Was there anybody at the door when you went in ?— I remarked one or 
two of the men who were opening the door when I went in. 

1106. You say the people there all seemed rejoiced to see yoa ?— They were 
rejoiced to see me, a good mauy of them. 

1107. Will you tell us how they showed their joy at receiving you amongst 
them; did they say, “Here comes’* so and so ?— They clapped hands and 



1108. Did you take that to yourself as a cheering for your appearance among 
them e— 1 just looked at them, and they shook hands with me. 

1109. Did it occur to you to tell them they had made a mistake, and that you 
were not one of them ? — [No answer.) 

1110. You hear, very plainly, Mr. Irishman ; answer that question ? — I do not 
understand that word. 

T them you were not one of their party? — When 

1 had got there about 15 minutes or half an hour, I told them I was not one of 
the party ; and I came down stairs, and I asked liberty to go out. 

1112. Why did you not tell them at first, when you were clieered and their 
hands clapfied, that it was all a mistake, and that you were not one of the party 
but one of the enemy ?— Perhaps if I had I might have been badly treated. 

1113. You think so.?— Yes. 

U14. Yon thought that at first when you went in ?— Yes ; did they not very 
well know that I was not one of the party when I was taken in, in the way 
1 was f ■' 

1115. Why were you not afraid when you did tell them?— When I had seen 
other men going out, I thought I should get the same liberty. 

1116. Amd then you told them you were not of the party ?— I did not tell 
them exacdy that I was not one of the party. 

J'U?. You have said, that when you had been there about 15 minutes, you told 
them.you were not one of the parly ?—l did not say that I was not one of the 
party, but 1 asked liberty to go out. 

The short-hand writer read a previous answer as follows : — “ When I had 
get there about 15 minutes or half an hour, I told them I was not one of the 
party^ and I came down stairs, and I asked liberty to go out.” 

iii8» Is 
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*< 5 '« to understand you were not one of the party ’—I gave 
them to understand several times that I was determined not 1^010 for Mr 
Somers, and that they should let me go where I thought proper ■ I asked for 
liberty to go out and allow me to vote for any gentleman I thought proper. 

1121.^ Did you, in point of fact, leave ihe house that night nith a man named 
Own Connellan, and return back again f— It is no such thing : I never got out 
with any man, until I was brought to the tally-room next morufng ® 

oneroV to a“n“th:r"‘"' “'ghtf-Not more than from 

guil^g Indoor f-Tes."'" 

M-Lo^ghfon" of 

1125. What is his Christian name? — I cannot say. 

M'Loughlaii was one of the men guard- 
ing the door? — It was not John M'Loughlao. ° 

rioorPv'l!'" fa of M‘Loughlan guarding the 

door? — Yes; I do not know his Christian name. & 6 b 

1128. Can you tell me, so that I may be able to ascertain the name of any 
man who was guarding the door, as you call it ?-Uuless that man, I cannot. 

1129. you will not give his Christian name?— I cannot. 

11,30. Can you describe where he came from ?— I am not acquainted with 
many persons in Sligo. ^ 

1131. Commiiiee.] Do you say that you do not recollect any of the people 
who were guarding the door ?— I do not know their names distinctly. 

1132. Did you see people guarding the door ?- 1 saw three men, and some- 
times two, guarding the door. 

1133* you do not know their names? — I do not. 

1 134. Not one of them ?— No, unless except this man M'Loughlan. 

1135* Ml"* S/acie.] This was close by the police barrack? — A short distance 
from .It. 



1 1 36. How far ? — Not far. 

1137. Fifty yards ? — More. 

1138. Were you prevented putting your head out of the window?— I consider 
that the window ot the police barrack is not inclining on that plane. 

1139. 1 suppose the police walked up and down ?— I did not notice any of the 
police. 

1140. I suppose you did not trv?~I had not noticed any of the police that 
day. 

1 141 . I understand you to say, that your great anxiety was, to get your wife 
in, or to be let out yourselt? — Yes. 

1 142. And tliat Mr. Quinn said that was not a proper place for females, and 
that your wife should not come to you ; is that true? — Yes; so I heard. 

1 143. You tlien said tliat your wife wanted money? — Yes ; Mr. Quinn brought 
me a mes.sage that she wanted money, and I told liim I would not give monev 
until I saw her myself, and to allow her to come in. 

1 144. Then he said it was no place for females?— He vveiit out, and told her 
it was no place for females. 

1145. And then, I believe, he said he had given her some monev? — He came 
in, and told me he had done that himself. 

1 146. You say that you asked many persons, being anxious to escape ; give us 
the name of any person whom you asked?— I applied to the gentlemen to give 
me leave to go out. 

11^7. Who? — I asked Mr. White for liberty several times. 

114A You asked Mi. White to let you out of the bouse? — Yes. 

1149. Did you ask Mr. White for leave to get out for any other purpose than 
communicating with your wife ? — I wanted to get out and get home. 

B 4 1150. You 
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1150. You told Mm you wanted to go to your wife ? — When she was not 
allowed to come in, I wanted to get out. 

1151. And you told Mr. White that?— Yes. 

1 152. When you were going up the next day to the tally-room, two-and-two, 
you say one man walked on each side of you ?— — \ es. 

] 153. I do not think you gave the names of those two men ; who were they ? 
— The men who walked with me? 

1154. Yes. — Terence Fitzpatrick and Phil Hennessey. 

1155. What time of the day do you say you polled; early in the morning? — 
I think something like six o’clock, or a little after. 

1 156. When do you say you polled ? — I think between six and seven o’clock. 

1157. When did you vote at the booth ? — In the day ? 

1158. Yes. — Somewhere about seven o’clock, I think it was, to the best of my 
opinion. 

1159. Did you tell anybody during your passage from the tally-room to the 
• booth that you were going to poll against your wish? — I do not remember ; there 
were a few voters with me, who were inclined to go to Mr. Somers, if they could 
get their liberty. 

1 160. Did you tell anybody, as you were going to the poll, that you were in- 
clined to vote for Mr. Somers?— No, I did not tell any person; I had no person 
to tell. 

1161. When you got to the booth, there were persons who took the votes for 
Mr. Somers, as well as persons who took the votes for Mr. Towneley ? — I remarked 
before, the danger that would have attended me if I bad voted for Mr. Somers 
at the time. 

1162. You expected that you would be murdered? — I did expect that my life 
would be taken if I voted for Mr. Somers. 

1163. Has anybody lost his life for voting for Mr. Somers ; you said you were 
afraid of losing your life ? — ^Yes. 

1164. Has anybody lost his life? — No; I do not imagine there was at that 
time. 

1 165. Was there any assault upon any voter, for voting for Mr. Somers 1 — It 
is evident enough, when Mr. Somers got ill treated. 

1 166. Do you know of any voter getting assaulted in voting for Mr. Somers, 
and if so, give me his name ? — I knew the danger to me if I had done so ; it was 
that uliich caused me to vote for Mr. Towneley. 

1167. Committee.'l Did you mean distinctly to state to this Committee that 
you wished to vote for Mr. Somers? — I declare that I wished to vote for Mr. 
Somers. 

1 168. What influenced you, under those circumstances, to vote for Mr. Towne- 
ley? — The only tiling that influenced me to vote for Mr. Towneley, was a fear that 
the party I met intoxicated in the street, if I walked out after night, would have 
revenge by giving me a blow which would kill me. 

1169. What were you afraid they would do to your — Beat me. 

1 1 70. You voted for Mr, Towneley, because you were afraid that if you voted 
for Mr. Somers you would be beaten ; is that what you were afraid of ? — Yes ; 
that was the cause, chiefly. 

1171. It is not all the cause then; what was the other cause? — The night 
before 1 was taken to the room a party surrounded my place, and there came 
some fellow in to light a match who never came into my place before, and made 
an inquiry whether 1 was in ; I was upstairs in my room ; and one of them came 
upstairs, and said that a gentleman wanted me up the street, a clergyman ; I said 
I would not go out for any man that night, seeing the party outside ; I thought 
the windows would be smashed in; but there was one man who kept the mob 
back when they were going to break the windows. 

1172. Do you mean to say, that in addition to the fear of being beaten, you 
thought they would damage your property ?— Yes. 

1173. Had you that fear? — Yes. 

1174. Was there any other reason? — The chief reason was that. 

1175. Was there any other reason? — Not more than this; that Mr. White 
said I should be compensated. 

1176. Did some one tell you that you would be compensated ? — Mr. Towneley 
did not tell me. 

1177. Who told you ? — Mr. White. 
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,1178. Priest White? — Yes. 

1179. He told you, that in the event of your voting for Mr. Towoeley, you 
should be compensated ? — Yes. 

1180. What vvas the compensation he said he M’ould give you? — He did not 
exactly say any certain thing; but that I would he compen^ted well by him. 

1181. He did not tell you how you were to be compensated ? — No. 

1182. Then there was something else besides fear which induced you to vote 
for Mr. Towneley ? — Those are the on^y two causes. 

1183. You said before “chiefly;” I want to know whether the fear of being 
beaten, principally induced you, or the promise that you would be compensated r 
• — I consider it was more the fear of being beaten. 

1 1 84. It was more the dread of mischief to be done to you than the hope of 
reward which induced you to vote for Mr. Towneley ; is that the case? — Yes ; 
I expected that Mr. Towneley would compensate me, because the gentleman 
told me. 

1185. What did you expect he would give you? — I supposed he would give 
me 20?. 

1186. What induced you to expect 20Z. ? — £.20 was not mentioned tome; 
the words were that I would be compensated ; and I lieard people sav it would 
be no less than 20?. 

1 187. Who did you hear say that it would be no less than 20/. ? — John Burns, 
the man who voted for Mr. Towneley, and other men told me that my name was 
the third on Mr. Towneley’s list, for, I believe, 23 

1188. Did you get the 20/. r — No. 

1189. Have you got anything ? — No, not more than being treated. 

1 190. Treated where? — In the treating-house; 

1191. You mean to say positively that you had reason to hope tliat you were 
to have 20^., but that nobody told yon so ; did anybody tell you so, or not ?' — 
I was told that I would get it. 

1192. Whom by ? — By James Ward. 

1193. Did anybody else tell you anything about tlie suiri ? — John Burns. 

1194. Do you say that Burns and Ward told you that if you voted for Mr. 
Towneley you should be compensated with 20/.? — No man told me that but 
Mr. While. 

1 195. Did Mr. White tell you that ? — He did not mention 20I. ; but he said 
1 should be compensated by Mr. Towneley. 

1 1 96. Did any person mention 20/. ? — Yes ; James Ward, as I have mentioned, 
told me that my name was third on the list for 20/. or 23/. 

Re-examined by Mr. James. 

1197. You have been asked by the learned Counsel, whether when you ere 
going to the poll you told anybody you were going to vote in fear; you said 
you wanted to speak with Mr. Somers, and they would not let you ; is that so ? 
— Yes. 

119S. As you were going to the poll you met Mr. Somers, and ymu wished to 
speak to him, but they would not let you; what did you want to tell Mr. Somers 
as you met him when you were going to the poll ? — I wanted, if I could, to get 
to him, that Mr. Somers might get the police to take me. 

1199. And they would not let you slop to speak to Mr. Somers ? — He would 
not be allowed to speak to me. 

1200. Had you any opportunity of speaking with any policeman or any person 
as you went along ?--I had no opportunity of speaking to Mri Somers or to any 
person, for I would not be allowed to speak to any person. 

1201. Have you received any money of any kind to give evidence here ? — No, 
I have not. 

1202. Have yon received any money of any kind-i— Not a sliilling. 

1203. Have you been stopping at WaUinra Green? — Yes. 

1204. Were you afraid of stopping at home, if it vvas known you were going 
to give. evidence against Mr. Towneley ? — 'I hey always thought I would not come 
here to give evidence against Mr. Towneley, and they hoped I would not come 
here. 

600. F 1205. Did 
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1205. Did any person say anything about sending you to America ? — No. 

1206. Nobody at all? — No. 

1207. Was it the name of Verdon \'Oii mentioned in answer to the Honourable 
Member in the chair? — No, Burns. 

1 208. Do you know where Priest White is r — No, I do not. 

1209. Has he left Sligo?— I have heard that he has left Sligo. 

[The Witness withdrew. 



Mr. Robert P^ton Graham sworn ; Examined by Mr. James. 

12 to. DO you know Priest White, whom the witness has stated several times 
was at the house during the night? — I know his appearance. 

1211. Have you endeavoured, for some time, to serve him with the Speaker’s 
warrant?— Indeed I have endeavoured to serve him for the last four or five 
weeks. 

1212. Have you been enabled to succeed in procuring his attendance r — No ; I 
travelled 60 miles in two days, when I heard he was in the West of Ireland. 

1213. Where was he curate? — At Sligo, I believe. 

1214. Have you been able to find him at all? — No. 

12J 5. Or to hear anything at all of him ? — ^No. 

1216. Have you reason to believe where he is ? — I believe he has absconded 
from the service of the warrant. 

1217. Have you reason to believe, upon your oath, from the inquiries you have 
made, that he has absconded to avoid the seiwice of the warrant ? — I have good 
reason to believe it. 



Cross-examined by Mr. Slade. 

1218. Let us see what your reasons are worth ; has anybody connected with 
Mr. White told yon that he has absconded? — Several of his parishioners have 
told roe. 

3219. Give me the name of any one who is not of your party ? — 1 do not know 
n hat you mean by my “ own party j” several of his parishioners have told me, and 
I have received anonymous letters. 

1220. Any one not of your own party ? — Mr. Barnard Owen Cowburn. 

1221. Is he a Sligo man? — Yes; he is the late high sheriff of the county; he is 
the landlord of the brother-in-law of Priest White ; he told me that he had been 
absconding for two or three days previously to this, in his neighbourhood, vvith a 
brother-in-law. 



1222. Committee.~\ I:ou mean to say that he had been in his neighbourhood, 
somewhere out of Sligo? — Avoiding service. 

1223. Mr. Slade.'] Did he use the word “abscond”? — He did. 

1^4. I believe you served Dr. Brown ? — No ; I did all I could to serve 
Dr. Brown, but the man was beaten and struck by Priest Phillipps. 

1225. Has not Dr. Brown been served ? — No. 

1226. Were you present when the .striking took place?— I was not ; I can have 
the man who was beaten here. 

^227. Confine yourself to what you know yourself ; did you serve Dr. Phillipps ? 

1228. At what time ? — Dr. Phillipps has been a long time served ; I served him, 
1 think, in December last. 

1229. Was not Mr. White in your town then? — He was. 

1230. Was not Mr. White in your town for months after you served Dr. Phillipps ? 
— ror a few months. 

T White was in town for some months afterwards? — No, 

I did not ; I said Mr. White. 

1232. Did you make any attempt to serve him during those months?— No. 
^^ 33 * id you know, at that time, that liis evidence would be important? — 
INO; 1 did not know that his was the hand from which the monev went. 

I ha?etccei^ed°“ now?— I believe it was; that is 'the information 

1235. Did 
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1 235. Did you know nothing about Mr. White having any hand in this question 
about the pyrats ?— Generally, I did ; just as much as Mr. Quinn or Mr. Nanole 
I 236. Did you know as much of. him as you knew of Mr. Phillipps f— Hot at 
the tune I served Mr. Phillipps. 

1237. What did you know more of Mr. Phillipps than you did of Mr. Whiter 
*^*^^*^’ ' money passed 



1 238. That is the reason you served him ? — Yes. 

1239. 1^0 intention then of getting up a case of intimidation by the 

priests?— The petition was presented at the lime; I would serve him now, if 
i could, and I would have served him for the last five weeks, if I could. Previously 
to that, I had not sufficient information to induce me to think it of value to brio^ 
him over. ® 



1240. How many priests, besides Mr. White, remained unserved five weeks 
• — -A-il, except Mr. Phillipps, five or six weeks ago. 

1241. Then Mr. Phillipps was the only one who was served in December?— He 
was, I think, in December. 

1242. Committee.^ How many priests are there in Sligo, regularly? — There is 
Priest Phillipps, Mr. Quinn, Mr. While, Mr. Nangle and Mr. O’Gara. 

. 3243. How many altogether?^! think four or five. 

1244. You mentioned five, I think?— Yes, and Mr. Haley. 

1 245. Is Mr. White one of the regular priests of Sligo ; he has not quitted that 
cure r — No. 

] 246. He is still a regular priest of Sligo ? — I believe he is. 



Re-examined by Mr. James. 

1247. You say Priest Phillipps was the first priest you served ? — ^Yes. 

124b. You had then presented your petition charging iiuimidation Previously 
to that, some weeks. 

1249. Until you made subsequent inquiries in the matter, did you know that 
Priest White was one of the priests who were attending this treating-place, where 
the voters were ? — I knew Mr. White was in it, and that Mr. Quinn was in it, 
and that Mr. Nangle was in it, and that they were all in it. 

1250. Is it since that came to your knowledge that you have been endeavour- 
ing to serve Priest White ? — Long since. 

1251. How far have you travelled to try to serve him ?-^ From Sligo to 
Bellmul'iet ; about 50 miles. 

1252. Have you made inquiry in eveiy district where you thought you were 
likely to find him ? — Yes. I had Mr. Phillipps’ house searched. 

1253. You inquired, I think you say, of the high sheriff, who is the landlord 
of the brother-in-law ? — Yes. 

1 254. Did you make inquiry there, because you thought you were likely to 
find him ? — Yes. 

1255. Do you know any cure, or any employment, he has out of Sligo, that 
could take him away ? — I do not ; it is quite current in Sligo that be has 
absconded. 

1256. Committee!] Is Mr. Phillipp.s here? — He is here. 



[Adjourned till Twelve o’clock To-morrow. 
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Martisy 31 * die Maiiy 1853 . 



MEMBERS PRESENT, 

Mr. DiTett. 

Mr. Hiiidley. 

Sir Edmund Filmer. 



EDWARD DIVETT, Esq. in the Chair. 



Hon. W. H. Berkeley Portman. 
Mr. W. J. Evelyn. 



Patrick 0 'Do‘wd, sworn ; Examined by Mr. Temple. 

'P.G'DuKd. 1257. DO you remember the day before the polling day at Sligo, at the last 
election?— I do. 

May 1853. 1258. Did one of the priests of the town, with a mob, come to your house ? — 

Yes. 

1259. they came, what did they do to you ? — There was a man of the 
name of Flynn, a butcher; he told me that Mr. Phillipps sent for me. 

1260. Is tliat the priest? — Yes. 

1261. What did you do on that ? — I went down to the place where he brought 
me; to Chapel-iane. 

1262. Is that what they call Massdaner — Yes. 

1263. Where did they take you to -in Mass-lane? — He brought me there; 
I inq^nired to see the gentleman, and they told me he would be in immediately ; 
I went upstairs and sat there for a long time, waiting to see him, and he was not 
coming in, and I sat another half an hour. 

1264. Was this on the Tuesday ? — The day before the election. 

326.5. That was Tuesday? — Yes. 

3 266. How many people did you see there ? — I saw the house full of them. 

1267. Did you know most of them to be voters ?— They were all voters, to the 
best of my opinion. 

1268. Did you know the names of any of them?— I did; I saw Mr. Tighe 

there, and a brother-iu-Jaw of his ; I knew a great number. ° 

1269. Tell us as many as you can recollect; what was the brother-in-law’s 
name?— Mr. Hargadan. 

1270. How long did you stay there. I understand that they told you that Mr. 
Pliillipps wanted to speak to you ? — Yes ; I was waiting to see him. 

1271. How long did you stop?— About three hours; till I was tired. 

1272. Then were you coming awayi^ — I was coming awa}\ 

1 273. Did they let you come away ? — They would not ; there were two strono- 
meu at the door, who would not let me out, and said I should be there till the 
next day. 

1274. Did you make any eftbrtto get out?— I did; they would not let me out; 
they said they were ordered not to let any one out till the next day, and that 
1 would get my dinner. I told them I had a dinner to get at home. 

1 275. Was anything said to you about whom you were to poll for next day ? 

No, they said nothing about who I was to vote for. I was a long time there: 
I told them they should open the door. 

1276. Dili they say that they would let you go if you would find bail, or anything 
ot that sort ?— I said, “ If you don’t let me go out, I will report this business to- 
morrow m the court-house;” and then on condition I was let go, Hint I would- 
coine buck again, and get bail to come back. One of the clergymen went along 
with me to my house to come back again. 

1 277. Was it you that offered the bail, or did they mention the bail to you ?~ 

i liey menuoned it themselves, that I was to come back again with the priest, 
and a man o( the name of Brennan was to be security. He said, " I will eiuracre 
that tins man shall come back again.” ° ° 

1278. Was it before you went awa> with the clergyman, or after you went 

away 
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away with the clergyman, that this was said about Gremian being bail for you ?— 
Before I left the room ; I would not be let out. 

Committee.'] Are we distinctly to understand that you used the expres- 
sion “ bail” yourself? — They spoke to me, and Brennan said'l will be security for 
this man. 

1280. Did they use the terra “security” or the term “bail?” — It was bail.” 

1281. Mr. Temple.] Vou say a clergyman went in? — Yes. 

1 282. Where did you and the clergyman go ? — To my own house. 

1283. What was the clergyman’s name? — Mr. Quinn. 

1284. Did be leave you at your own house ? — He did- 

1285. Did you go back again or break your bail ?— I said I would not go out. 

1286. Did you go to bed at your own house? — I did not go to bed at the 
-regular time; there were two men walking up and down watching my bouse. 

1287. About what time did you go to bed ?—About 11 o'clock. 

1288. When you went to bed was your house locked up as usual?— -The doors 
were locked. 

1289. After you had been in bed did you hear any noises outside? — Great 
noise. 

1290. And then what happened? — The noise annoyed me greatly; I was in 
Bed ; I opened the window, and asked what they wanted : “ Mr. Phillipps wants 
you, and you must come down to the room to me.” 

1291. What happened ? — I spoke to him. I told him I would not go out till 
next day at eight o’clock. 

1292. You say you spoke to him ; where did you speak to him from ?— Out of 
'the window. 

1293. How manypeople were below at your door? — There were so many, I did 
mot count them. 

1294. Were there a great many persons, or only one or two?— A oreat 
number ; the street was crowded with people. 

1295. When you said you would not go out till next morning, what was the 
next thing that happened ? — They told me to go down stairs and speak to them. 

1296. Who told you that?— The priest, Mr. Phillipp.s. He is here, and he 
cannot deny it. I will tell the truth, and nothing but the truth. 

1297. When Mr. Phillipps said that, what did you say in answer? — He said he 
wanted to sfieak to me. I went down tu the shop ; indeed I did not like to 00 
down, because the shop was cold to 'my feet; 1 had no shoes on. 

1298. What did he say to you then ; he or anybody else? — I opened the door; 
he said “ Put on your clothes, and be out.” 

1299. As you had first of all refused, for fear of getting cold, to come down 
.stairs, what made you open the door when you did open it ? — He told me that he 
wanted to speak to me. I was speaking out of the window ; he told me to come 
down; I made an objection to go down. When the door was opened he came 
•in, and more came in. I had nothing on but my shirt. 

1300. Who was it told you to put on your clothes and come out?— Mr. 
Phillipps, the clergyman. 

1301. You said you had gone to bed ?— How long bad yon been in bed n-hen 
this happened? — I was Just falling asleep atthe time, 

1302. I think you said eleven o’clock?— I think it was thereabout. 

1303. How many inore were there besides Mr. Phillipps, who came into the 
house witli him ? — Indeed I cannot say how many. 

1304. Were there a good many, or only a few ? — There wei e about three or four 
.came in along with him. 

1305. Who amongst them did you see besides Mr. Phillipps ? — He had another 
clergyman with him; but I do not know his name, because I was in such confu- 

• sion that I could not know him. 

1306. Will you look along this table, and see if you see any person that was 
there? — I do not think I do. 

1307. Do you' see anybody here that was there ? — I think that gentleman tlrere 
(pointing to Mr. Gethia). 

1 308. Wlien they came in what did they do to you, and what happened next ? 
— I had to go upstairs and put on my clothes ; my daughter stopped in the shop ; 
I got a candle lit. 

1309. Did you do all this willingly or unwillingly ?— Do you think I would do 
it willingly, to get out of my bed to go out siich a cold night as that. 

600. F3 1310. Conmitiee.] 
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1310. Committee.'] Answer the question put to you, as shortly as you can ?— I 
did not do it willingly. 

1311. Mr. Temple.] What made you do it r — I was afraid to refuse the man ; 
I was afraid of being killed if I did not obey orders. 

1312. Did you agree to go at first? — I objected at first. 

1313. When you objected, did you hear Mr. Phiilipps say anything to the 
crowd r — He spoke out, and said, “ Will you come out ; will you come out, sir? ” 
They made a charge to the door. I wa.‘« afraid they would take me away with no 
stitch on me. 

1314. You were in your shirt? — I was. 

1315. Did your wife and daughter interfere at ail ? — Indeed, wljen the police 
officer came she said, “For God’s sake, father, go with them.” That is before 
the police came. 

1316. Committee.] Did your wife and daughter interfere at all? — My daughjer 
said, “ Father, dear, go with them, for we will be murdeied.” 

1317. Mr, Temple.] Did the policemen come? — When I went upstairs to 
di’ess, that is the time the officer came ; he was going to read the Riot Act ; after 
I went up in the dark to put on my clothes. 

1318. Did the policemen prevent you from being carried away ? — Oh no ; they 
did not see me when I was upstairs; but I heard talking in the shop. 

1319. Did the mob take you uway with them ?— Oh no; .they could not at this 
lime, because the officer came, and called for a candle to read the Riot Act. 

1320. Did the crowd go away and leave you : — I was upstairs ; the crowd did 
not go away till the Riot Act was going to be read, and they would be shot ; and 
then the clerayman took them away. 

1321. Did the police go away ? — They did. 

1322. Did the mob come back again? — They did ; a few came backalon<r with 
the clergyman. Mr. Phiilipps came back with them. 

1323. What did they do with you? — I was prepared, when they earae back, to 
go with them. 

1324. How came you to go with them when the police had read the Riot Act, 
and they had gone away and come back again? — You know I could not stop 
when I promised to go. My daughter told me to put on ray clothes, and that it 
was the best way to go. 

1 325- You say they went away ?— From the door, a few steps. ' 

1326. Then did the police go away? — I think they moved down lower. 

1327. Then, as soon as the police went away, did the niob’fcome back to you ? 
— Not so many as before. 

1328. A few of them?' — Yes. 

^ 1329. Were the others, the remainder, standing a few steps from your door? 

They were. ^ 

1330. Then you went away with them ? — Yds ; they took me. 

1331. Wlicre did they take you to?— They took me down to where the rest of 
the people were. 

1332. Is that what is called the trealing-house, in Mass-lane ?— Yes. 

133.3. Did you spend the rest of the night at this place ? — Next door to it ; It 
was a cold room. After I came out of my bed I was brought to the next door. 

1 334- Whom did the next door belong to ?— It belonged to the same : a priest’s 
house. ^ 

1335. Uo you know his name? — Yes; Mr. White, I believe, the house be- 

Jonged to. ■ • 

1336. Who provided you with meat and drink ?— I ate no meat, because I was 
not hungry ; I did not eat anything there, but I took some drink. 

*337- Did you go to poll the next morning? — Yes, after breakfast. 

1338. Did they find yon ivith breakfast ? — ^Yes. 

1339- I suppose you would go to the tally-room first? — Yes. 

1340. Did you go alone?— No; indeed I did not. There were people to 
take care of me. ^ 

1341- How many walked with you? — Niue or ten. 

J342. Was there anybody walked by your side?— Oh, there were. 

1343. When you got to the tally-room, whose Imuse was the tallvroom at?— 
i believe Mr. Gethin’s. 

1344. Did you see Mr. Geihin in the tally-room r— I did. 
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134.5- Was he taking any part in the arranging of the voters ?— Indeed I did 
not take any notice of that. ’ 

i3di6. After that were you taken up to poll ? — I was. 

1347. Whom did you poll for?— I polled for Mr. Towneley. 

1348. Had you promised your vote before all this took place to anybody 

1 promised Mr. Somers my vote first. J J 

1349. What induced yod to vote for Mr. Towneley if you had promised 
Mr. Somers beforehand? — Why, sir, there was such a report in the town that 
Mr. bomers had behaved very bad in the Parliament House ; that he had deceived 

the people. I never heard a man abused like him in the chapel. 

1350* By whom was he abused in the chape! ? — By the clergyman. If he was 
a tinker, or any other sort of man in the world, be could not be more abused ; 
but he IS a gentleman, and a bred gentleman. 

135 Now, you have not told us what made you vote for Mr. Towneley, when 
you had promised Mr. Somers? — I would not have voted for him, but I was in 
dread of being killed. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Slade. 

O’Bowd? — Sir. 

^353* Nobody was killed who voted for Mr. Somers, was there ? — No, 

1354. Nor hurt, as you know of? — No. 

1.355- you say there was a report in the town that Mr. Somers had behaved 
very bad in the Parliament House? — There was, 

13.56. Hid not that make a great effect on the people ?■ — Very great. 

1357- Had not that some effect on your mind, being a holy Roman ? — On whose 
mind ? 

135^- Yours. — It disturbed the country greatly. 

1359. It disturbed you greatly ? — Indeed it did. 

1 360. Do not you suppose that had something to do also with your voting for 
Mr. Towneley, the fact of Mr. Somers having behaved so bad in the Parliament 
House? — I do not understand you. 

1361. Do not you suppose that Mr. Somers’ conduct in the Parliament House, 

which was stated to be so bad, that it had partly to do with 3'our voting for Mr. 
Towneley ? — It was so reported, ^ 

1362. Had not that something to do with your voting for Mr, Towneley? 
— No. 

1363. Why not? — Because it had not. 

1364. Did you not care one farthing whether he behaved well or bad? — I 
would like that every man should do well ; and every man ought to do well who 
has, got a soul to save. 

1365- You told us about the people coming down to your house, and that two 
or three came in with the priest ? — Yes. 

1366. Are you sure that Mr. Gethin was inside your house; look at him? — 
He was. 

1367. Are you certain of it? — Yes ; he is there himself. 

1368. Are you sure he was inside your house? — He was. 

1369. At that time? — Yes, 

1370. Are you sure of that ? — lam. 

1371. Just now you said, “I think he was there;” do you tiiink, or are you 
certain? — I said it. 

1372. Which is it ? — ^He was in the house. 

1373. Are you certain of it ? — lam. 

1374. What did Mr. Getliin say ? — J did not hear him say anything. 

1375. You say that Mr. Phillipps told you to put on your clothes? — He did. 

1376. Had he told you that before the charge w’as made at the door? — Yes. 

1377. Did anyone come into the house besides Mr. Phillipps and those two or 
three men? — There were. 

1378. Who was it? — I had not a light, but I went upstairs. 

1379. How many came in? — Three or four. 

1380. Three or four more ? — ^About three or four were along with him. 

1381. Were there any more than the three or four? — I do not think there 
were. 

1382. The police came? — After I went upstairs the police came. 

600. F 4 1383. Did 
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1383. Bid you see ihe police P—Tliey went away before I came down ; I was 
looking for iny clothes in the dark. 

1384. How’ do you know the police were there ? — How do I know it ? 

13S5. Yes. Bid I not hear the noise? and when I looked out of window, did: 

1 not see them charge their bayonets? 

1386. You saw them do that? — Yes; I heard them call for a candle to read- 
the Riot Act. 

1387. Bid Mr. Phillipps, the priest, hand them a candle? — I do not knaw- 
whether he gave them a candle or not ; but he told them to take «t. 

1388. You heard that? — Yes. 

1389. You heard the police call for a candle ? — The officer. 

i3go. Call for a candle to read the Riot Act? — Yes. 

1391. And you heard Mr. Phillipps say they might take it Yes. 

1392. After that, did the mob go away? — 'I'hey went away a short distance. 

1393- Did you attempt to speak to the police out of the window if you heard' 

all this, or to tell them in what condition you were ?— I had nothing to do with 
them; they have to keep the peace and keep people away from a man’s house;: 
I had no dealings with the police at all. 

1394. Did you tell the police that they were come to take you away ? — I did 
not speak a word at all ; I had gone upstairs. 

1395. You did not tell the police anything? — How could I tell them when I 
was upstairs? 

1396. How far bad the police moved off? — They were down at the bottom of 
the hill, a good piece, I believe. 

1397. Did von go down the hill to go to the house in Mass-lane, or up the 
hill? — I went down the hill. 

1398. To where the police were? — Yes. 

1399. When the priest and one or two more came hack, you said you were 
prepared to go with them? — No policeman came back with the clergyman. 

1^00. You told us you were prepared to go with tlie priest? — Yes. 

1401. How came you lo have prepared yourself after the police had been there 
and sent the mob away ; why did you not go to bed quietly ? — When I came 
down the police were gone while I was putting on my clothes. When I came' 
down there were some people left within, keeping the door open, being afraid that 
I would shut it and not let them in a second tinje; so I went along with them- 
quiet and easy when I could not do anything less. 

1402. Bo you jnean to say there were people left inside your house after the 
police went aM'ay ? — There acre. 

1403. Who was it r— I think there were one or two inside the door. 

1404. Did yon sec them ? — As soon as I came down. 

1405. Did you see anybody left behind after the policemen went away ? — 
My daughter told me there was on each side of the door. 

1406. You did not see them ? — No, I was upstairs ; I was confused. 

1407. Hoiv came you not to vote for Mr. Somers when you canie to the poll?' 
— I voted for Mr. Somers for 15 years ; I was in dread of iny life if I voted for 
him ; I (lid not wish to have my life lost by voting, and that was what made me 
do k. 

1408. Did you not sign a requisition to Mr. Towneley to come and stand? — No. 

1409. Will you swear that? — I will. 

1410. Did you direct any one to put your name to it ?— No. 

14H. Nothing of the sort? — No. 

1412. Did you consent to his coming? — Sure, I had no objection against the- 
man, il he would come every day in the week. 

1413. Do you know Mr. Williams, of Sligo? — I do, indeed; he lives next 
door to me. 

1414. Alderman Williams ? — Yes. 

1415. Did you ask him for 15?. for having promised to vote for Mr. Townelev ?' 
—I never asked a halfpenny from the man ; and 1 am sure if I had, never a half- 
penny would he give me. 

1416. Will you swear that you never asked him for 15?., or some sum of 
money, for having voted for Mr. Towneley?— I take ray oath I never did. . 

1417* Did you ask him for any money after having promised a vote for Mr.. 
disUessed '^d po^ei' to give any money to a person 

1418. When^- 
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1418. When was it you asked him?— I asked him after the election. 

141 Q. How long after the election ?— About two months, or three. 

1420. Did you tell Mr. Williams not to mention it to any one? — No; 
all the conversation we had. 

1421. You did not tell him? — No. 

1422. Did you have anything for voting for Mr. Somers in 1 848 r — No. 

1423. Not an I O U ? — I got nothing. 

1424. Did you get an I O U from Mr. Delaney ? 

Mr. Temple objected to the question. 

Mr. Slade was heard in answer to the objection. 

The Committee allowed the objection. 

14 ^^ 5 - Mr. Sladei] What made you ask Mr. Williams if he could assist a man 
in distress ? — I thought he might give me a few shillings. Many a poor man in 
distress borrows a few shiliings from his neighbour. 

1426. Did you intend to repay it? — I would. 

1427. That is no reason why you should go to Mr. Williams; was he a 
friend of Mr. Towneley’s ? — He lived next door to me. 

1428. Was Alderman Williams a friend of Mr. Towneley r — No more than he 
is to you. I liave seen him going in two or three times. 

1429. Did he vote for Mr. Towneley ? — He did. 

1430. Did he propose Mr. Towneley ? — I do not know. 

• 1431. What made you go to him, of all the other people in Sligo? — It may 

be I did not go to him more than to others. 

1432. Did you ask anybody else to assist a poor man in distress after the 
election? — I did. 

1433. Who did you ask ? — I am not to tell you all those things. 

1434. You must tell us ? — What am I to tell? 

1435. Who did you ask besides Mr. Williams to help you in your distress? — 
A brother-in-law of my own, who would not give me a halfpenny. 

1436. Did you not ask Mr. Gethin ? — I did. 

1437. Why did you not tell us that, and why did you put your brother-in-law 
off upon us ? — I cannot think of everything. 

1438. You knew pretty well what I was at, sir ? — No, I did not. 

1439. Walker for money ? — I did. 

1440. Is that the gentleman here ? — Yes. 

1441 . How long after the election did you ask Mr. Walker for money ? — About 
three months. 

1442. How long afterwards did you ask Mr. Gethin ? — Much about the same 
time. I thought there was some money laid out for us by Mr. Towneley ; they 
told us so; and I was thinking they \vould give us something, and we got 

.nothing. 

1443. That was laid out for Mr. Towneley’s voters? — Yes. 

1444. Did you notask Mr. Gethin to give you money, and state, “because 
you had voted for Mr. Towneley” r — I did. 

1445. Because you had voted for Mr. Towneley? — ^Yes. 

1446. You see your memory is getting a little better: did you notask Mr. 
Williams for money ? — I did. 

1447. How much did you ask Mr. Williams for? — I asked him if he had any 
order to give us any money. One man Lad said, “ Go to Mr. Walker; go to 
Mr. Gethin;” and no one would pay the money. 

1448. You told me you had nut asked Mr. Williams for money; that was a 
mistake ? — There was a mistake. 

1449. You had asked him for money? — I did. 

1450. Did you ask him for 15/.? — No. 

1451. Did you mention any sum? — No. 

Examined by the Committee. 

1452. You have told us, that having promised Mr. Somers, you went and 
voted for Mr. Towneley, because you feared if you did not vote for Mr. Towneley 
•some harm would come to you? — Yes. 

1453. mean to tell us that that is the only reason for which you voted 
for Mr. Towneley ?— Exactly. 

600. G- 1454. You 
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P. ffDowd. 1454- You positively state that? — I swear it on the book. 

*455- Is that the only reason r — Yes. 

31 Hay 1853. 1456. Having voted for Mr. Towneley, how came it to pass that you went to 

ask for money for having voted for Mr. Towneley? — {No answer). 

1457. Do you mean to say that it was only fear which made you vote for 
Mr. Towneley, and that you had no hope of some reward for doing it ? — Sure I had 
a right to get some as well as another. 

1458. You told me just now that your sole motive for voting for Mr. Towneley 
was, that you were afraid of some mischief that would come to you if you did 
not ? — Ye.s. 

1459. Now you tell me that you thought you should get something for it? — 
1 beg your pardon. 

7460. You have said, “Sure I had a right to set some as well as another:’* 
what was it you thought you had a right to get? — I will tell you how it was ; 
they were saying that people ought to get 10/. for their votes. 

1461. That they told you? — Yes. 

1462. Do you mean to say that you voted for Mr. Towneley because somebody 
told you that you ought to get 10 for your vote ? — This was after that. 

1463. I am speaking of before; I want to know whether it was fear which 
made you vote for Mr. Towneley only, or whether you thought you ought to get 
something for doing so ?— Fear. 

1464. You state that positively? — I do. 

1465. You do?— I do. 

1466. You mean to say that it was solely fear, and that you were not induced, 
to vote for Mr. Towneley by any conversation that you had with anybody what- 
ever, about getting money for your vote ; do you mean to swear that ? — I do. 

1467. Was there a report in Sligo that Mr. Townelej^’s voters would receive 
money r — Yes. 

1468. When was that report made; was it before the election, or was it after 
you bad veted for Mr. Towneley? — I heard it after the election. 

1469. Having voted for Mr. Towneley, did you think you had as much right 
to the money as others ? — Yes. 

1470. Was that your motive ? — Yes. 

1471. And nothing to do with your vote ? — No. 

* Re-examined by Mr. Temple. 

1472. You say that the police went down the hill a good piece, and that you 
went down the hill to Mass-lane; was the hill that you went down to Mass- 
lane, the same hill as the hill which the police had gone down ? —It is the same 
direction. 

1473- yo'i P^ss the police ? — No ; I could not see one of them. 

1474. When they were taking you there, you did not pass the police between 
going away from your house and getting to tlie house in Mass-lane ? — No. 

[The Witness withdrew. 



James Cawley^ sworn ; Examined by Mr. Temple. 

Jeme$ Caiuley, 1475. DID you vote at the last election for Sligo ? — Yes. 

- 1476. Whom did you vote for ? — Mr. Towneley, 

7477. you previously promised your vote to Mr. Somers r — Yes; I pro- 
mised it to Mr. Somers. 

1478. The nomination-day, we are told, was a Monday ? — Yes. 

1479. Do you live a little way out of the town? — I do; a small bit out of the 
town. 

1480. Do you remember coming into the town through Wine-street on the 
morning of Monday ? — Yes, I do. 

1481. Whom did you meet? — I met Mr. Ward. 

1482. Is he called Tom Ward ?— Yes. 

1483. Was he known as being one of Mr. Towneley’s supporters? — I think 
he is. 

1484. What did lom Ward say to you? — He told me that if I would vote for 
Mr. Towneley they would give me 17 /. 

1485. Where 
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1485. AVliere does he live?— I d Knox-street. 

1486. What answer did you make to him, when he applied to you for your 
vote for Mr. Towueley and offered you 17/.?— I told him I did not know what I 
would do at that time. 

1487. Did you say anything more? — He g'ave me some drink. 

1488. Did you go with him anywhere.^ — No; he kept a public»house himself. 

1489. Did you go with him to his public-house that morning? — Yes; he 
brought me. 

1490. What did he say to you at the public-house? — He told me he would 
give me the money if I would vote for Mr. Towneley. 

1491 . Did you promise to vote for Mr. Towneley, or did you not ? — I did not 
promise to vote for him. 

J492. What did he do upon that? — He gave me some whiskey to drink, and 
soon set me drunk. 

1493. Had you anything to eat? — I had. 

J494. What had you to eat? — He sent out for a steak and gave it to me 
to eat. 

1495. Did you go away from Ward’s house by yourself ? — No; they brought me. 

1496. Who do you mean by they ? — There were some more men in the house 
along with him. 

1497. Can you name any of them ? — Paddy Connor, 

J498. Anybody else? — Nobody but them. 

1499. You say they brought you out of the house; where did they take you 
to ? — They brought me to another public-house above that. 

1500. Had you any drink there? — Yes; I got more there. 

1501. After you had more drink, what did they do with you 5 where did they 
take you to? — They kept me there until it was dark. 

1502. They kept vou in this second place? — Yes. 

1503. Do you know where the second place was that you went to ? — It was a 
public-house. 

1504. What was the name of the street? — Knox-street. 

1505. Who was the person who kept that second house a little higher up? — 
•Mr. Hurst.' 

1506. Joshua Hurst? — Yes, 

1507. You say they kept you there all the day? — Yes. 

1508. Where did they take you to at night? — Four ©f them brought me over 
to a street called Mass-lane, and put me into a house there. 

1500. In this house, were there many people besides yourself? — There were a 
good many. 

1510. Did you know any of them ? — I did. 

151 1. Can you mention any of their names? — I can ; that old man who was 
here a while ago, was one of them ; and Mr. Somers, the tailor, was another. 

1512. Can you mention any other names?— There was a good deal more that 
I did not know. 

1513. Did you see any priests there ? — No, I did not; but there was a strange 
priest who was along with the four men who were bringing me there, but I did 
not know him. 

J514. Did you remain there all night? — I did. 

1515. This was the Monday night? — Yes. 

1516. And you went to bed there? — No; I had no bed. 

1517. Do you know Mr. Gethin ? — Ido. 

1518. Did you see him there that night? — I did. 

1519. What was he doing?— He was going through the men backwards and 

forwards in the rooms. , , ^ t i ..1 i. i 

1520. The next morning, Tuesday, what took place ? I was there the whole 

time. 

1521. T!ie whole of Tuesday ? — ^Yes. 

1522. I suppose by the next morning you had got sober ; did you get sober 
•while you were there 'at all ?— No, not very sober ; I was getting a little drop all 



along. 

1523. You went on 
another house opposite 

1524. Was that on 
Tuesday morning. 

600. 



the Wednesday morning to poll? — No; I came over to 
the Court-house. 

the Tuesday that you went to another house? — Yes; 

g 2 1525. Who 
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1525. Who went with you to that other house ? — There were some of the gen- 
tlemen with me ; I cannot say now who they were. 

1526. Where did they take you to? — It was opposite the Court-house, when I 
would be called on. 

1527. On what day was it that you were taken there.? — Tuesday morning, 

1528. How long did you remain there ? — I remained a good while until I was 
brought out to poll. 

3529. Was it on the day the polling took place that you were taken to that 
house opposite the Court-house ? — It was. 

1530. You say you were kept up with drink all along; do you remember 
whether the polling took place the day after you were taken there, or the day but 
one afterwards? — The very day that I was brought there, I went to poll; about 
two hours after. 

1531. Out of the tally-room ? — Yes. 

1532. Was it the day after you were taken to the house in Mass-lane, or the 
day but one after you were taken to the house in Mass-lane, that you were taken 
to the tally-room ? — The day after. 

1533. Do you remember whether it was Monday or Tuesday night that vou 
were taken to the house in Mass-lane? — Monday night. 

1534. According to your recollection it was the day after? — Yes. 

1535. Were you sober when you vvere taken up to vote ? — I was a little sober, 
but not very sober. 

1536. Whom did j'ou vote for? — I voted for Mr. Towneley, and if I was .let 
alone I would vote for Mr. Somers ; and I always vote for him, but the election 
before this I had no vote at that time ; I voted for him for 15 years, except The 
■election before this. 

1537. What induced you to vote for Mr. Towneley instead of Mr. Somers?— 
Because I was afraid. 

1538. Had you any other motive except fear? — I think that of itself is 
enough. 

^539* know, whose house the tally-room was at? — The tally-room? 

1540- Yes; I mean the room where you were taken to before you voted that 
morning ? — I cannot say who it belonged to ; I am not sure whether it was Mr. 
Crethin’s, or not. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Serjeant Kinglake. 

I54t- You were a little drunk when you went up to the poll; you were not 
quite sober, I suppose? — If you are going to come at me now 

1542. You were a little drunk at tne time when you went up to poll ? — I was. 

^543* -Are you quite certain it was Monday, when you first of all went to this 
house ? — Monday, sir ? 

1544. Yes, — It was Monday night I went to that house. 

^545* Where was it you said you met tiie person who took you there ; what s 
the name of the street ? — Wine-street, 

J546. Where you met the man called Tom Ward? — Yes. 

7547. What time of the day ? — After breakfast. 

1548. Monday morning? — Yes. 

1549* fix the time ? — Do not I tell you about breakfast time. 

1550' I do not know what time you breakfast?-— We breakfast at any time we 
could get it. 

What time of the day was it.? — About uitie o’clock. 

75.52. How long was it before you found yourself in this house in Mass-lane? 
— How long was I in it? 

1553- you say you met him about nine o’clock? — Surely he brought me 
to his own house before 1 was brought there. 

1554- What time in the day was it when you got to Mass-lane ; how long after 
you had met.Tom Ward was it ? — How long after ? 

^555* Yon heard the question; you met Tom Ward at nine o*clock? — I did. 

7556- What time did you get to this house in Mass-lane ? — It was Monday. 

7 557' How many hours after you met Tom Ward was it you got to Mass-lane ; 
you understand the question quite well;, you met him at nine o’clock, and you 
say he took yon, or you went with him to Mas.s-lane ?— I did not tell you that. 
)55S- Didyou not?— No. 

1559- "Did 
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559 ‘ y 9 ^ find .yourself at Mass-lane on the Monday? — Yes; he James Catoley. 

brought me to his own house on Monday. ' 

1560. Did he not go witli you to Mass-lane? — No. 31 May 1853. 

1561. Who did 1 — Four men more that were in this other public-house. 

^ 1562. What time of the day was it you got to Mass-lane? — It was about eight 
o’clock at night. 

1563- There you stayed all that night ? — Yes, I did. 

1564. Are you sure of that? — I am. 

1565. And you saw Mr. Gethin there ? — Yes. 

1566. Do you know Mr. Gethin r — Ido. 

1567. Is he here? — Yes, there he is {^inting to Mr. Gethin). 

1568. Look at that gentleman (Mr. Gethin)?— I see him. 

1569. Did you see that gentleman there, on your solemn oath ? — I did. 

1570. More tlian once ? — Only once. 

1571. On the Monday ? — Yes. 

1572. Now attend, Cawley? — Yes, sir. 

1 . 573 - You saw that gentleman there {pointing to Mr. Gethin)'i — I did. • 

1574. Attend to the question before you answer. It was on the Monday ? — 

I cannot say whether it was Monday. 

1575 - You have just said so. You saw him there but once? — That is all ; 
but I cannot say whether it %vas Monday night or Tuesday night. 

1576. I thought you went to the poll the next morning ? — Wednesday morning. 

1577 - I thought you said you went to the poll the day after you got there ; 
how long did you stay at the house in Mass-lane ; you went there ou Monday ? 

— I did. 

1578. Did you go to poll the next morning r — I did. 

1579. That is, Tuesday? — Yes. 

1580. Just attend. You went to Mass-lane at eight o’clock on Monday even- 
ing ? — I did. 

1581. You stayed there the night? — Yes. 

1582. The next morning you went to vote? — I was two nights in it. 

1583. Then it is not right that you went the next day ?— No ; that is wrong. 

1584. How came you to make that mistake just no:w. Are you a little sober 
now ; have you been drinking to-day ? — I did not drink a drop to-day yet. 

1585. Did you take any yesterday.' — A very little indeed. 

1586. You have not much recollection. When you were in the house in Mass- 
laqe, whom did you see ?— I was too tipsy ; and 1 did not know a great many. 

1587. On your oath, did you see that gentleman {pointing to Mr. Gethin)} — 

Yes. 

1588. Was it on the Monday. You say you saw him there but once ? — It was 
either Monday or Tuesday ; and it was on Wednesday morning I came to poll. 

1589. At that house? — Yes. 

1590. Then it was not Monday? — No. 

1591. And it was not Tuesday?— No. 

1592. But it was on Wednesday? — It was. 

1593. When was it vou saw Mr. Gethin at the house in Mass-lane? — Either 
Monday or Tuesday night. 

1594. Can you tell me which ? — No. 

1595* What time ?-^It was pretty late at night. 

1596. How late? — About 12 or 1 o’clock, I think. 

1597- You swear that ? — Yes. 

1 598. Will you just tell me any other person who Was present, when you say 
Mr. Gethin was there ? — Yes. 

1599. Mention the name ? — Mr. Somers, the tailor, has seen him there as well 
as me. 

]6oo. Any one else?— I do not know of anybody else. 

1601. Have you been having a little talk with Mr. Somers; is that Michael 
Somers? — Yes. 

1602. Have you been having a little talk with him outside? — No. 

j 603. Have you not spoken to him since yesterday ? — I was talking to him. 

1604. About Mr. Gethin being there ?— No. 

1605. Did he not mention Mr. Gethin to you ; did he not tell you what he had 
been saying here ? — I had some talk with him. 

1 606. Did he tell you that he had said that he had seen Mr. Gethin there ? — Yes. 

600. G 3 1607. And 

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




James Caviley. 



31 JMajr 1853. 



i4 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE taken before SELECT COMMITTEE 

1607. And then you agreed with him about that? — 1 ‘did not agree with him 
because I knew he was there as well as himself. 

1608. Did you tell him you should come and say the same thing? — I told him 
nothing about it, 

1609. Are you lodging in the same house together r — In Mass-lane ? 

1610. Here in London? — No. 

1611. Are you lodging at the same place with him ? — No. 

]6i 2. Have you seen him to-day? — I did. 

1613. Where ? — 1 have seen him there abroad. 

1614. Have you been talking to him? — Yes. 

1615. What have you been telling Michael Somers? — He was telling me that 
be had seen him there. 

1616. To-day ? — Yes. 

1617. What did you say to that? — I said nothing to it. 

1618. If I understand, you always intended to vote for Mr. Somers, if it had 
not been for this ? — Yes. 

1619. Did you ever promise to vote for Mr. Towneley, or did you ever say vou 

would ? — Did I ever say I would ? “ 

1620. You heard the question ?— Surely I might say what I liked, and not 
give it him after. 

1621. On your oath, did you say that you would vote for him ? — Sir? 

1622. You heard the question. Upon your oath, did you not say, — you may 
change your mind, I know, as often as you like, — upon your solemn oath, did you 
not at one time say you would vote for Mr. Towneley?— I told him I did not 
know whether I would or not. 

1623. That will not do? — It will do. 

1624. Did you not pronnise that you would vote for Mr. Towneley? No. 

1625. To no one? — No. 

i6q6. Committee.'] Do you distinctly state that you never made, a promise to 
any one that you would vote for Mr. Towneley before you went up to the poll?— 
To who ? • ■ 

• 1627. To any one? — I did not. 

1628. Mr. Seijeant Kinglake.'] You stated just now, you might promise Mr. 
Towneley and not be bound to keep it. Did you ever promise any one in anv 
way to vote for Mr. -Towneley Yes ; I met him one day, and I told him I did 
not know whether I would give it. 

•1629. Met whom? — Met the mob and Mr. Towneley. 

1630. With Mr. Towneley? — Yes. 

1631. Did Mr. Towneley ask you to vote for him ?— He asked me if I would 
give him my vote ; and I told him I did not know what I would do. 

j632. Do not puzzle yourself about meeting Mr. Towneley and the mob. Did 
you not, some time before the election, promise to vote for Mr. Townelev Did 
not I tell you before I did not ? . ^ ' 

1633. Do you mean to swear that.- — rl do. 

ifa'34. That will go down on the notes? — I do not c^e. 

1635. You mean to swear to that? — I do. . ' 

1636. Did you ever order anyone to put yovipname to a paper, saying that 

you would vote for Mr. Towneley r-I will not tell you ; I Aink you are going too 
far with the story. •' & & 

1637. Can you write? — No. 

1638. Did you ever give any one what we call word-of-mouth instructions to 

put your name to a paper?— Paper and ink was pleity, and they might do what 
they liked with it. J & 

1639. you ever give any one orders or tell any one to put your name to a 
paper, saying that you would vote for Mr. Towneley ?— No, I did not. 

1640. You mean to persevere in that? — Yes. 

1641. Did yon ever direct any one to put your name to a paper, asking Mr. 
lowneley to come forward .'—Axing Mr. Towneley to come forward ? 

1642. Yes; as what you call a candidate ; did you ever ask any one, or tell any 

one (now attend to the question) to put your name to a paper, asking Mr. Towneley 
to come and he a candidate at Sligo ?— No, I did not. ‘ ® 

1643. I shall put that to you again, Mr. Cawley, and take care how you answer ; 

paper, asking Mr. 

Towneley to come and offer himself as a candidate for Sligo ? No, I did not. 

1644. Or 
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1644. Or anything like that? — No, sir. 

1645. What?— I did not. 

punishment that induced you to go up to poll ?— Yes. 

1647. Did you feel very nervous at the time ?— I did. 

1648. tuil of fear? — Yes. 

1649. Did you tremble as you went?— I did. 

1 650. Do you mean to swear that?— Yes. 

1651. Did )?ou tremble in your limbs for fear ? I did. 

7t“ ”"'='''’., 3 ’°" uould not walk straight as you went?— I could walk 

middling; but I was still afraid. 

1653- And felt it in your limbs?— Yes. 

1654. Did you, Master Cawley, expect you would be killed ?— Yes 
1055. It was fear of your life ?— Yes. 

16,56. That you would be destroyed ?— For fear I would be beat. 

1657. And lose your life?— Yes. 

1658. And that induced you to vote ? — Yes. 

’^ 59 ' Do you mean to swear that?— Yes. ' 

MrGeMn)—YZ g™‘lsman In the house I {Pointing to 

1661. Do you know a person named Captain Barrett ? — I do. 

1 662. Who is he ?— Who is he ? 

1663. Yes? — He is a man. 

1664. I suppose he is not a woman ?— No. 

I wdf Captain Barrett is a little more specifically ?— 

. What is he, and where does he live ? — He is a harbour-master, and lives 

m oligo. 

1667. Have you ever seen him about this election ?— No. 

1668. Has he ever promised to give you some work? No. 

1669. What? — No. 

1670. Has he ever given you any?— Any work? 

1671. Yes; lately? — No; not a turn. 

for it ? — I did ask him, and he gave me no work, 
tD 73 - Did he te 1 you he would not give you work, because you voted for Mr. 
lowneley ? — No ; he never, mentioned that at all. 

1674. When was it you applied to him ?— A good while ago. 

1675* Since the election ? — Yes. 



James Ctaotey. 
31 May 1853. 



Re-examined by Mr. Temple. 

1676. You said that you met Mr. Towneley with a mob, and he asked you if 
you would give him your vote, and you said you did not know whether you would 
or not : — Yes. 

with’him^*’^' ™ ?— There was a great deal of men along 

J678. Were they all voters who were with him ?— No, they were not 

1679. Were they the rabble of the people who were not voters ?— They were. 

1680. Was Priest Phillipps with them ? — He was. 

1681. Do you know Mr. Stonor? — I do. 

1682. Was he with them? — He was. 

Examined by the Committee. 

1683. You said, I think, in your examination, that you were not lodging in 
Dondon at all .■ — I am lodging in London. 

1684. Not in the same place with Somers, the tailor? — No, I am not. 

1685. You have told us that you went to the poll in fear?— Yes, I did. 

1686. Do you mean positively to swear that that was the motive that induced 
you to vote for Mr. Towneley ?— Yes, I do. 

1687. You say that Tom Ward offered you 17 ; you mean to say that offer 
did not influence your vote? — Sir? 

1688. Do you mean to tell us that offer of Tom Ward, who came and told you 

that if yon would vote for Mr. Towneley you should have 1 7 I, did not influence 
your vote on that occasion ; do you mean to say that?— I do. I say he promised 
the money. ^ 

* 4 1689. That 
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James Cawley. 
31 May 1853. 



1689. That did not induce you to vote ? — No. 

i6go. It was the fear only that induced you to vote r — Yes. 

1691. It was no offer of Tom Ward’s that influenced your vote ? — ^No. 

1692. bo you mean jiositively to swear that '?— -1 do. 

1 693. Was any money given you ? — No. 

1C94. Did you ask for it? — No, I did not. 

1695. Not at all? — No. 

1696. You have not reminded Tom Ward of his promise since ? — Sir ? 

1697. You have not reminded Tom Ward of his promise since ? — No ; he gave- 
me no promise since. 

1698. That is not the question ? — Is it not, sir? 

1699. You have told us that Tom Ward promised you 17L if you voted for 
Mr. Towneleyr — Yes. 

1700. Has he never given you any of the money ? — No. 

1701. You have never had a farthing?— No. 

1 702. Have you ever reminded him since of that promise ? — ^Did [ speak to him f- 

1703. Have you ever reminded him since of that promise ? — No, I did not. 

1704. Never? — No. 

1705. You positively swear that? — I will. 

1706. Have you asked for any of that 17 /. ? — No. 

1707. You have neither asked him nor anyone else? — No. 

1708. Do you mean to swear that? — I do. 

1709. On no occasion? — On no occasion. 

1710. Why was it more likely you would lose your life in voting for Mr. 
Towneley than for Mr. Somers r — Because I did not know the man. Wliy should^ 
I give him a vote when 1 did not know who he M as ? 

1711. Why was it likely you should be killed for voting for a stranger, and not 
be killed for voting for a man who was known in the borough? — Because I would 
sooner give it to a man who was known in the borough, than give it to a 
stranger. 

1712. Why did you think you were likely to be killed for voting for Mr. Somers, 
and not be killed for voting for Mr. Towneley ? — Because I knew I would not. . 

1713. Why had you that fear? — I will tell you the reason; because I would 
sooner vote for him than any man. 

1714. That is not an answer to the question ? — I cannot give you an answer. 

1715. You are asked why it was you were under a fear as to voting for Mr. 
Somers, which you were not under as to voting for Mr. Towneley. What was 
the influence which made you fear to vote for Mr. Somers? — What was the- 
reason ? 

1761. What was it you were afraid of if you voted for Mr. Somers?— What 
was I afi'aid of ? 

1717. Yes? — Do not I tell you I was not afraid at all. 

1718. You told us you were afraid ? — For Mr. Towneley, I said. 

1719. You told us ? — No ; I did not tell you any such thing. 

1720. The question is this ; how is it you were under fear if you voted for a 
particular individual ; but that you were not under fear if you voted for another 
individual. What was the fear as to voting, which operated on your mind with 
respect to that'individual ? — Because I was not afraid to vote for him, and I was 
afraid to vote for the other man. 

1721. Tell us why? — Why? 

1722. What were you afraid of? — Is it for voting for Mr. Towneley? 

1723. You were afraid to vote for Mr. Somers? — Do not I tell you I would not 
be afraid to vote for Mr. Somers. 

1724. You were afraid ofyour life if you voted for Mr. Somers? — I did not tell 
you that J was afraid of my life. 

1725. If you had voted for Mr. Somers, do you think you would have been in 
any daugcr? — I do not understand that. 

1726. Did you not say that you trembled when you went to vote? — I thought 
it wds Mr. Towneley you were asking me about. 

1727. I want to know whether you would have been afraid if you had voted 
for Mr. Somers? — That is what I meant to say; 1 mistook the word. 

1728. You were afraid to vote for the one ; you trembled to vote for the one. 
If you had- voted for the other, would you not have trembled then? — I will tell 
you how it was. 

1729. Explain 
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3729. Explain what you mean in your own words? — I was afraid if I voted 
for Mr. Somers that I would be beat; I told you that before. 

1730. Why were you more afraid to vole for the one candidate than you were 
to vote for the other? — Sure I told you that I was afraid to vote for Mr. Somers 
on account of the mob that was with him. 

1 731. Then you mean to say that you were afraid of the mob if you had voted 
for Mr. Somers; and that if you had voted for Mr. Towneley, you were not 
afraid of the mob ? — Yes. 

3732. You were afraid the mob would do you harm if you voted for Mr. Somers ; 
and they would not do you harm if you voted for Mr. Towneley? — Yes, that 
is it. 

[The Witness withdrew. 



Matthew Feeney, sworn; Examined by Mr. James. 

1733. WHAT are you, Mr. Feeney? — Deputy Collector of County Cess. 

1734. How long have you lived in Sligo? — Twenty-one years. 

3735. Have you had a vote for some rime for the borough? — Yes. 

3736. How many years? — The last ten years. 

3737. Have you generally voted for Mr. Somers? — Always. 

1738. Did you vote on this occasion for Mr. Somers? — No. 

1739. promised him your vote, I think? — I did. 

1740. Why did you not vote for him ? — Through fear. 

1743. You did not vole at all, I believe ? — No. 

1742. Do you know Priest Phillipps? — I do. 

3743. Do you know Priest Quinn r — I do. 

3744. Priest Wangle? — Yes. 

1745. Priest White ? — Yes. 

3746. Priest O'Gara ? — Yes. 

3747. Were you present at the chapel before the election ? — I was. 

3748. Did you hear any denunciations from the altar? — Yes. 

3 749. At which chapel was it you first heard them ? — ^Tbe chapel of St. John. 
3750. Is that in the town of Sligo? — Yes. 

1751. What priest was doing duty there? — Mr. Phillipps. 

1752. What did you hear Priest Phillipps say about Mr. Somers and his sup- 
porters ? — He spoke very harshly against the conduct of Mr. Somers. 

3753. What did he say? — He said that he voted in the House of Parliament 
for the Bill to bastardize the Roman-catholic children. 

3754. What more did he say? — That he sold his country and his religion. 

1 755. Did he say anything of his supporters ? — No. 

1756. Did he say anything about people voting for him ? — No, he did not. 
3757. Did he state this from the pulpit, or from the altar? — From the altar. 
375k Do you remember, on the polling-day, a person coming to you to 

ask you to go to Priest Phillipps? — I do; a man named James Colieary. 

3759. He brought you a message to go down to Priest Phillipps ? — To go down 
to Priest Quinn’s lodging; that Mr. Phillipps wanted me. 

3760. Priest Phillipps ? — Yes. 

1761. About what time on the polling-day was this ?— Between 32 and 1 
o’clock. 

3762. You had not voted, you say, at all ? — No. 

1763. Up to the time of that message coming, had you intended to vote for 
Mr. Somers? — X did. 

3764. Yon promised him? — I did. 

3 765. And you voted for him, I think you say, eight or ten years ? — I voted for 
him on all previous occasions. t tj 

1766. Did you go down to Priest Quinn’s lodging?— I did. 

3767. Whom did you find there ?— I found several there. 

4 1768. Tell us who you found at Priest Quinn’s lodging, on the polling-day?— 

To tlie best of my knowledge, Mr. Naiigle, and two or three inhabitants of the 
own, I met first m the room. 

3769. Priest Nangle ? — Yes. 

3770. Did you afterwards see Priest Phillipps there? — Yes, lie came into the 

goo. H 1771- When 
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1771. When Priest Phillipps came into the room, what did you say to him, or 
he to you ?— He asked me to go out and pass my vote for Mr. Towneley. 

1772. What did you say ? — I refused, and remonstrated with him; I did not 
like to go. 

1773* You are a Roman-catholic? — Yes. 

1774. What did Mr. Phillipps say to you ?— He left the room, and he said, 

I will send a man that will soon settle you.” 

1775. Did Mr. O’Gara appear ; the priest who sits at the bottom of this table? 
— Mr. O’Gaia was the next w'ho came. 

1776. The gentleman who is sitting at the bottom of this table? — Yes. 

1777. He said, “ I will send a man that will settle you,” and then Mr. O’Gara 
came? — Yes. 

1778. What did Mr. O'Gara, the priest, say to you?— He wanted me to go 
also. 

^ 779 - What did be say to you? — He was partly pressing me to go, and I 
refused to go. There was another gentleman in the room, whom I did not know, 
who said it was right to bring me out and compel me. 

1780. Was tlaat said in Mr. O’Gara’s presence? — No. 

1781. Was that said in Mr. Phillipps’ presence ? — ^It was. 

1782. What did you say to that? — I said I would not go. 

1783. When Mr. O’Gara came in, what did he say to you — He wanted me also 
to go and vote for Mr. Towneley. 

1784. What did you say to him? — I remonstrated with him, to allow me to go 
home, and I would not vote on either side ; and on those conditions I got leave 
to go home. 

1785. In what way did Mr. O’Gara speak to you? — 'He did not speak with any 
harshness to me. 

1786. You know the Roman-catholic priests, and you know the influence they 
have on the lower orders ? — Yes. 

1787. Were you intimidated, and afraid to vote for Mr. Somers? — I was 
intimidated, previous to the day of polling, by the mob. 

1788. State how that happened ?— There is a house, my property, next to where 
I live ; it was three different times broken into, and the family in tlie house put 
in terror of their lives. 

1789. During the election ? — Before the election. 

1790. How shortly before the election ? — A few days before. 

1791. Whose house was broken into by the mob ?— A man named James 
Dagnan ; he is a tenant of mine. 

1792. What mob was it? — Mr. Towneley’s mob. 

1793- his properly taken away, or the house injured? — The windows 
were broken in, and a good deal of damage done inside the shop. The things in 
the shop were broken by the stones that vvere thrown in. 

1794. That, von say, frightened you? — Yes. 

179/5. You call it Mr, Towneley’s mob; was that mob about during the elec- 
tion?— It was. There was no other mob in it but Mr. Towneley’s. 

1796. That and the statement which the priests made to you ; did you say that 
those two circumstances intimidated you from voting? — They did. ■- 

1797. You seem to be in a position of respectability, and you say you have 
been collector of the county cess for some years ? — I have. 

1798. Do you mean seriously to tell this Committee, upon your oath, that you 
were intimidated from voting at that election? — On my oath, I was. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Seijeant Kinglake. 

1799. If I understand you, when you went down to Mr. Quinn’s lodgings, 
your full intention was to vote for Mr. Somers? — It was, and at all times. 

l8co. What time of the day was that? — About one o’clock. 

1801. Yon had not been intimidated very much by the mob breaking into the 
house some few days before ? — I was, and I had cause. 

i 8'02. Just attend. If I understand you, as you went clown to Mr. Quinn s 
lodging, that was the day of the election ? — Yes. 

1803. You fully intended, as; you went down the street at that time, to vote for 
Mr. Somers? — I did. 

1804. If you had not gone to Mr. Quinn’s lodging you would have voted for 
Mr. Somer.s ? — I would vote at all risk for him. I was in terror. 

1805. Let 
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1805. Let us see what is passing in your mind. You have told the Com- 
mittee that you v?em to Mr. Quinn’s lodging, and that you had made up your mind, 
and had intended to vote for Mr. Somers ? — At all times, my mind was made up. ’ 

1 8 o( 5 . Did you intend to do so at that time ? — Yes. 

1807. If you had not gone to Mr. Quinn’s lodgings, you would have voted for 
Mr. Somers; should you or not? — I would vote for Mr. Somers at any time. 

j bo8. If you had not gone to Mr. Quinn’s lodgings, should you or not have 
voted for Mr. Somers ? — I would vote for him at all times. 

i8og. Attend to the question ; you have told us that you went to Mr. 'Quinn’s 
lodgings on the polling-day ; is that so ? — It is. 

1810. As you went down tovvards the polling-booth, before you got there, at 
that time your intention was to vole for Mr. Somers ? — Certainly. 

jSii. If you had not gone into Mr. Quinn’s lodgings at all, should you have 
voted for Mr. Somers? — I would. 

rSi2. You would ? — I would. 

1813. My friend has asked you about the intimidation of the mob, and going 
to the lodgings ; what had the intimidation of the mob to do with you, if you 
had made up your mind to vote on the polling-day ? — I was intimidated even in 
the house where I went to. 

1814. Had the intimiiiaiion of the raob anything to do with it or not? — Both 
together. 

1815. I think you said you had made up your mind on the polling-day, not- 
withstanding what the mob had done; andifyouhad been left alone, you would have 
voted for Mr. Somers ; is that so ? — I would have voted for him but for fear. 

iSi6. You have said the mob broke into the bouse of Mr. Dagnan some days 
before the election ? — Yes. 

1817. Notwithstanding that, you say that on the day of polling your mind 
was quite made up to vote for Mr. Somers, and that if you had not gone to Mr. 
Quinn’s lodging, you would have voted for Mr. Somers ?— Yes. 

1818. Who is Mr. Dagnan t — A tenant of mine. 

1819. Is he a voter? — No. 

1820. Is he a friend of Mr. Towneley’s? — No. 

1 821. Was he not at the election ? — No. 

1822. Do you mean that ?— No ; he is a friend of Mr. Somers. 

1823. Do you know him? — I do. 

1824. Is he not a voter? — No. 

1825. You say Mr. Phillipps was in this room when you got there?- — He was. 

1826. Let us have the words which passed between you and Mr. Phillipps; 
tell us the exact words ? — I never expected that I would be brought to this. 

1827. You say you voted under fear and apprehension of what happened in 
that room ; tell us what happened in that room ; you are here before this Com- 
mittee. Let us hear in words, what passed in that room, to prevent your voting? 
— He wanted me to go out and vote for Mr. Towneley, and I said I would not. 

1828. What did he say then? — He said he would send in a man that would 
settle me. 

1829. Was that Mr. O’Gara ? — Yes. 

1830. Then Mr. O’Gara came, and you say Mr. O’Gara was perfectly civil to 
you — He was. 

1 S31. What did he say to you ? — He wanted me to go out and vote. 

1 832. What did he say to you ? — He wanted me to go out and vote for Mr. 
Towneley. 

1 833. I want the words that Mr. O’Gara said to you ?— I cannot recollect them. 

7834, He was perfectly civil, was he? — Not cross. • 

1835. Did he try to coax you to vote? — I was threatened by a man ; I do not 
know who said I should be forced out. 

1 836. They did not to try to do it ? — They did not, more than by expressions. 

1837. And then Mr. O’Gara, you say; was very civil to you ; did he try to per- 
suade you? — I compromised the case with Mr. O’Gara to get out of the place. 

,1838. Did' Mr. O’Gara try to persuade you ?— He, did as far as he could by 
asking me to go out and vote, and, telling me it was tight I sliould vote for my 
religion. 

1839. L that all he said ?— That, is all I recollect, 

1840. And then you made up your micd.not to vote at all ? — I came to the 

house, and I did not vote. „ m n 

600.. . h 2 1S41. Tell 
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1S41. Tell me what it was you were afraid of. What passed in that room, 
which could possibly prevent any man with the nerve of a child from voting?— 
Both in the room and before it? 

1842. Committee.'] What was it?— There were some men I did not know in 
the room who threatened me, and said I should be forced out of it, and when I 
got away from Mr. O’Gara, I came up to my own house. 

1 843. Mr. Serjeant Kinglake.] How far is your house ?— About 300 yards 
from the Court-house. 

1844. How far are Mr. Quinn’s lodgings from the polling-place? — Better than 
TOO yards. 

1845. Did you walk alone when you came out? — I did. 

Examined by the Committee. 

1846. We understand that you promised Mr. Somers, and that ultimately you 
did not to vote at all ? — I did not. 

1 847. You have stated that you were afraid of the mob ; but it does not appear 
that the mob would have prevented your voting. You have now told us that Mr. 
Phillipps said that Mr. O’Gara would settle you ; did he mean by some influence 
that hJr. O’Gara was supposed to have upon you? — I do not know, unless he 
considered that he could bully me out of it. 

1848. What are your relations Avith Mr. O’Gara? — Sir? 

1 849. What do you know of Mr. O’Gara? — Nothing more than that I know him 
to be a parish priest. 

1850. He has no other influence over you? — No. 

1851. None whatever ? —Not the least. 

1852. Do yon mean to tell us that it was more the terror of the mob than the 
terror of anything that was said to you by Mr. Phillipps or Mr. O’Gara that 
induced you not to vote r — It was more the terror of the mob, and the check that 
I got in the house before either Mr. Phillipps or Mr. O’Gara came as far as me 
in the room. 

1853. What were you afraid of in the house ? — A man came to me, and said, 
“We will drag you out, and compel you to vote,” before Mr. Phillipps came 
at ull. 

1854. Do you mean to say that you ultimately told Mr. O’Gara you would not 
vote at all, because somebody had threatened to drag you out, and compel you to 
vote ? — I told him I would not vote at all. 

1855. You meant to say that you were under such a dread of something that 
was to occur to you, that you came to this sort of compromise ; is that what you 
mean ? — Just so. 

1856. Do you mean to tell the Committee tljat? — I do. 

1857. That it was actually under positive fear of the consequences to you, that 
you came to a sort of compromise with Mr. O’Gara not to vote at all ? — So it w'as; 
that is the very reason. 

1858. Was it fear of your life, or of what? — Fear of my life and my sub- 
stance. 

1859. Your house? — There was some property belonging to me, before the day 
of polling, destroyed ; some potatoes. 

1 860. No other fear ? — No. 

i86t. Was there any other inducement at all operating on your mind ? — Nut a 
halfpennyworth. 

1862. None whatever?— No. 

18C3. Of any sort? — No. 

[The Witness withdrew 



Edtoard Brennan, sworn ; Examined by Mr. Temple. 

1864. DO you remember the day before the last polling-day, Tuesday ? — Yes. 

1865. Do you know Patrick O’Brien? — T do. 

i866s Is he a furniture broker? — He deals in second-hand furniture. 

1867. Do you know John Haggarty? — I do. 

) 868. Do you remember being sent by Haggarty to O’Brien’s hou.se ?— No ; I 
was not sent, but I was in the house when Mr. Haggarty came. 

1869. What 
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-1 86g. What did Mr. Haggarty come for ? — For a piano that vvas in it. Edward Bicnnan, 

1870. Was this on the Tuesday, the day before the poll? — It aasthe day before 

the poll ; I do not know what day of the week it was. 31 May 1833. 

1871. Do you know wliat that piano vvas worth? — I could not tell that; I often 
handled it. 

1872. Mr, Seijeant K'niglahe.'] Can you play it? — No; I often changed it 
■out of his house and into it. 

1873. Temple.'] Do you know those two houses in Mass-lane, which the 
yoters were taken to ? — 1 know two houses in Mass-lane that they were in. 

1874. Did you see anything taken to those houses on the Monday, Tuesday, or 
Wednesday? — I only saw old Mr. O’Dowd going over. 

ri875. That is all you saw? — All I saw at that time. 

1876. Did you see anything taken there? — No. 

1877. Did you see any meat or drink? — I saw some tea and sugar leave Mr. 
fHaggarty's, and going up there. 

1878. Were you present at Priest Phillipps’ chapel on the Sunday week before 
■the election ? — 1 do not know that I was in it the Sunday before the election. 

1879. Did you hear Priest Phillipps say anything to the people in the chapel 
about the election ? — There was a Sunday -when, I think, Mr. Somers was there. 

1880. What did Priest Phillipps say? — As near as I can give it, he said, “It 
was an election rather between the people and God,” or “ between God and the 

-devil.” I am not sure wliicb. 

1 881. Mr. Serjeant Kingldke.] You are not sure which ? — I am not sure. 

[The Witness withdrew. 

Bryan Drum, sworn ; Examined by Mr. Jones. 

1 882. DO you remember the last election for the borough of Sligo ? — I do. Bryan Drum. 

1883. Are you a voter for the borough? — I vvas. • — 

ii 884. How long have you been a voter ? — I cannot tell ; I was a voter for Mr. 

'.Towneley first and last. 

1 885. You have been a voter at two elections ? — Yes. 

11 886. Do you remember seeiug Priest White at the last election ? — I do. 

1887. Previously to the last election ? — Yes. 

1888. Where do you live? — Pound-street. 

1889. Was it at your own house you saw Priest White? — It w.as. 

1890. About what hour of the day or night ? — In the morning my wife was 
'down street, and she brought him up to the house, and a boy of the name of 
Maran. 

1891. What did Priest White say to your — He told me that my wife was 

■ satisfied ; that she asked him to come up to her husband ; that he vvas in dread last 
night that he would be taken away by Mr. Somers’s parly, and that she could not 
sleep the whole night for fear; and she requested him to come up and get him 
to some place where he would be protected. 

1892. The mob were all for Mr. Somers; do I understand? — They were on 

■ every side. 

1 893. What clay was this ? — I declare I do not know any more than the man in 
ithe moon. 

1894. Did Priest White bring you down ? — He asked me, would I go down ; 

,he had room for a few more, and they had told liiin the same thing. 

1S95. Did yon go to the room with Priest White? — I did. 

I 896. What night was this you went ?— In the morning. 

1897. Wliat day ? — The day before the election. 

1898. You were only there one night? — One night. 

1899. Did you see many people vvhen yon vvent to the room ? — I did. 

1900. How many? — I believe about 15 or so. 

1901. Did you see a fiddler? — Yes. 

1902. You saw them in the room; were they eating and drinking?— They 
were. 

1903. Do you know Priest While well? — Ido. 

1904. Are you and he great friends ?—l never spoke to him until that very 
morning ; I know him well. 

1905. Can you tell us where he is now r— -No, I declare to God, 1 could not. 

600. H 3 1906. I believe 
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] 906. I believe you know we are very anxious to find him ? — I beard they were 
looking for him, and could not find him. 

1907. He is put very nicely to hide, 1 believe; did you hear that? — I know 
nothing about it, 

1908. Have you had any conversation with him since the election? — Witli 
Priest White ? 

1909. Yes? — No. I 

1910. You never saw him? — No. 

1911. Have you had conversation with any priest since the last election.? — No.' 

1912. You swear that solemnly, on your oath ? — I do. 

ig]3. Before the priest, and all ?--Before God and the world. 

1914. That you never spoke to a priest since the last election? — Not with any 
clergyman since. 



Cross-examined by Mr. Serjeant Kinglake. 

1915. Your wife it was who went out, and came back with Mr. White.? — 
She went out with my breakfast in the morning, and she 0)et him. 

igifi. Did he come to protect you from the Somers's people? — She said that, 
the night before she did not sleep for fear of being taken away, because she was 
told by friends of Mr. Somers that we would be taken away, and a few more. 

1917. She came back with Mr. White ? — Yes. 

191 8. And then Mr. White told you there was a room to which you could go ? 
—Yes. 

1919. Was it your wish to go there? — I did go there. 

1920. Of your own wish? — It was. 

1921. And you say there were some others, and you say that the same thing 
had been told to Mr. White about some others? — Yes. 

1922. Did you see some of these others there? — Yes. 

1923. Who were they? — Cawley and Somers. 

1924. How many did you see there altogether? — I think about 14 or 15. 
I did not exactly count them. 

[The Witness withdrew,, 



Mr. Robert Peyton Graham^ sworn ; Examined by Mr. James. 

192.5. YOU know Mr. Gethin? — Yes. 

1926. He is agent here? — Yes. 

1927. Was he acting as legal agent for Mr. Somers at the election? — He was. 

1928. We have heard of the voters being taken from this treating-house iu 
Mass-lane to his office. Did you observe the office ? — That was the tally-room. ' 

1929. Was that his private office ? — It is his house. 

1930. Where he carries on bis business ? — Yes ; hisriiame is on the door. 
ig'Si. Voters were taken to the treating-house in Mfass-lane, and from there t<> 

the poll? — Yes, ' 

1932. I believe you saw the voters? — Yes. ■ 

^ 933 - Do you remember meeting that man Somers, as the voters were march- 
ing up to the poll ? — I did. ; 

1934- Had you an opportunity of speaking to the man or not ?— I could not get 
nn opportunity of speaking to him; but Mr. Somers, the candidate, who was 
with me at the time, made an attempt to speak to him. Somers, the tailor, was 
dragged away, and Mr. Somers, the candidate, was dragged away; and bis shirt 
was torn by the parties having charge of the voters. 

1935. Had the man an opportunity of applying to Mr. Somers to be rescued?' 
— I did not hear it. 

1936. Did you meet Mr. Gethin also on subjects connected with the election? 
— Mr. Gethin was the conducting agent. 

1937 - Did he see you about the election ?-^ Yes ; he settled the numbers on 
the tallies. 

1938, He conducted the election as the conducting agent on the one side, with 
you, the condficting agent on the other -—There is no doubt about it. 

1939- Can you give, of your own knowledge, the names of voters who posU 
tively pledged fot Mr. Somers, and voted for Mr. Towneley ?— I can. 

1940. James 
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1940. James Brennan? — No; he did not vote. James Brennan was in the ~iAr.R.P.Gralinm. 

tally-room up to two o’clock. I went over to the tally-room to get as many of 

the unpolled voters up as I could ; I found James Brennan in the tally-room, and 31 May 1853. 
he had not polled ; I asked him to come over. 

Mr. Serjeant Kinglake objected, that conversation between the Witness 
and a voter was not admissible as evidence against the Sitting Member. 

Mr. James was heard in answer to the objection. 

The Committee allowed the objection. 

1941. Mv. James.'] James Brennan had promised to vote for Mr. Somers? 

— Yes. 

1942. Could you get that man to the poll ? — I could not. 

1943. Would he leave the tally-room to go to the poll ? — He refused to go 
across to the poll. 

1944. Do you know of any reason for his refusing to go to the poll, other than 
intimidation? — 

Mr. Serjeant Kinglake objected to the question. 

The Committee allowed the objection. 

1945. 'M.w James.] Do you know why that man did not go to the poll? — I 

believe, from what he told me 

Mr. Serjeant Kinglake objected, that a statement by the Witness of some- 
thing that he had been told was inadmissible. 

The Committee allowed the objection. 

1946. Mr. James,] Pat Beglev ; had he promised to vote for Mr. Somers ? — 

He had. 

1947. Mr. Serjeant Kinglake^ Did he promise you ? — He did, often ^ and Mr. 

Somers, in my presence. 

1948. Mr. Jam.es.] Did he vote? — He did vote, for Mr. Towneley. 

1949. Mr. John Coyne; had he promised you for Mr. Somers? — He pro- 
mised Mr. Somers,- in my presence, over and over again. 

1950. How did he vote? — For Mr. Towneley. 

1951. John Chrystal ; had he promised Mr, Somers? — He promised both Mr. 

Somers and myself. 

1952. How did he vote ? — For Mr. Towneley. 

1953. James Cawley ; do you remember the fact of his having promised Mr. 

Somers ? — He promised Mr. Somers, in my presence. 

1954. Pat O’Dowd the same ? — Yes. 

1955. He promised you and Mr. Somers? — He did. 

1956. Frank Dunleary r — He did not promise me. 

1957. James Healey ? — He did not promise me. 

1958. Martin M'Lane ? — ^Yes ; I have a letter from M'Lane. 

1959. Did he promise to vote for Mr. Somers ? — Over and over again. 

1960. How did he vote? — For Mr. Towneley. M'Laue was in our tally- 
room up to two o’clock. 

1961. William M'Donough ?— He promised me for Mr. Somers. 

1962. How did he vote? — For Mr. Towneley. 

1963. John O’Connor? — I do not know. 

1964. John O’Brien? — John O’Brien told me he would vote for Mr. Somers. 

1965. How did he vote? — I believe he voted for Mr. Towneley. 

1966. Michael Rooney ? — I had a letter from Mick Rooney, promising to vote, 

. a fortnight before the election. 

1967. He voted for Mr. Towneley? — He did. 

196k Hugh Rooney? — Hugh Rooney, in my presence, promised Mr. Somers. 

1969. He voted for Mr. Towneley? — Yes- 

1970. Michael Somers, the tailor; he promised Mr. Somers? — He did. 

1971. Patrick Walters? — He promised me for Mr. Somers. 

1972. He voted for Mr. Towneley? — Yes. 

1973. Frank M'Donougb ? — He was taken to my lodgings the night before, 
and he promised me he would vote for Mr. Somers ; he was bailiff of the landlord 
for whom I was solicitor. 

600. H 4 1974* 1^0 
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Mr. n. F. Graham. ^ 974 - Do you know \vho took Frank M‘Donough away? — I do not; I was> 

there when he came up to the poll, and Mr. Phillipps brought him up to the 

D.iay 1853. poll. 

1975. He was taken by somebody from your house, and was brought up to the 
poll by Priest Phillipps; so that the Hist time you saw him after he had beea. 
taken away from yonr house was when Priest Phillipps brought him to the poll"^ 
—Yes. 



Cross-examined by Mr. Serjeant Kinglake. 

1976. Did Frank M‘Donough ever have the honour of sleeping at your house?' 
— No. 

1977. Did you entertain him pretty well; did you make him comfortable?— 
I did not, indeed ; my client was in the same lodging ; we both lodged in the same • 
house; he was down there to induce his tenants, the voters, to vote for Mr. 
Somers. 

197S. He was down there to induce the voters ? — To ask the voters. 

1979. To induce the voters? — I correct my word. 

1980. He was down thereto induce the voters; what to do ?— To ask the- 
tenants to vote for Mr. Somers. 

1981. You wish to withdraw those words, “ to induce the voters”? — I saw no- 
inducement. 

1982. You have told us he was there to induce the voters ; do you mean to say 
he was not? — He was not there for the purpose of using auy undue influence. 

1983. Was he there to induce the voters to vote for Mr. Somers, aye or no ? — 
Not to induce them in the meaning you mean ; it was not to induce them as you 
use the word. 

1984. Was be there? — He was not there to induce them in tlie way I now 
construe induce.” 

1985. Then it was a slip of the tongue when you used the word “ induce ” ? — 
It was ; I did not mean to use the word “ induce.” 

1986. You mentioned voters ? — I did. 

1 987. Then you said tenants ? — His tenants, who were voters. 

1 988. W hat did you mean? — To say, that Mr. Somers had his interest there. 

1989. You could have communicated that fact, perhaps?— I could not for 

I had no authority. ’ 

1990. Do you mean to say that the tenants were not perfectly aware, without 
the landlord coming, that the landlord was a supporter of Mr. Somers?— All land-- 
lords of Sligo would support Mr. Somers. 

1991. Do you suppose there was any one of the tenants of this gentleman, who 
did not know that the landlords would support Mr. Somers? — I do not understand 
you. 

1992. Do you suppose there was a single tenant of this gentleman, the land- 
lord, what was his name? — Mr. Fitzwilliain Burton, 

1993. Do you suppose there was any tenant of Mr, Fitzwilliam Burton who 
was not perfectly aware that Mr. Burton would support Mr. Somers ?— I do not 
know, indeed. 

^ 994 - You do not entertain any doubt about that? — I cannot give an opinion 
upon it. 

^ 995 * Did he go about to see them ? — Who ? 

1996. Mr. Burton? — Mr. Burton was not there at all. 

1997. The bailiff then ? — His agent. 

1998. Who was it asked them to vote?— The agent, Mr. Moran. 

^ 999 ' I not understand why this man came to sleep at your house?— Nor 
do I ; Mr. Moran had the run of the house, as well as myself. 

2000. You have put a long list of names before the Committee, and you say 
they all promised to vote for Mr. Somers ?— All, except those that I excepted. 

2001. Do you know as a fact, that they bad also promised to vote for Mr., 
lowneley ? — I do not believe they had. 

2002. None of them? — They all denied it to me ; they said their names were 

torged to a requisition ; one of them told me that Mr. M‘Niffe, a schoolmaster, 
had been practising his scholars in a variety of hands to vary their handwriting,, 
and to have it well done. J o> 

2003. The little boys, you mean ? — Yes. 

2004. That you seriously believe ?— I tell you what I heard 

200.5. Committee,']. 

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




ON THE SLIGO BOROUGH ELECTION PETITION. 



^5 

2005. Committee.'] I uoderstand you to say you do not seriously believe it, Mr. R.P. Graham. 

but that you heard it? — I did not ibnn a belief upon it; I heard it as a common 

rumour in Sligo. 31 May 1853. 

2006. Mr. Serjeant Kwglake.] How many of those whom you mentioned as 
having promised to vote for Mr. Somers, voted for Mr. Towiieley in 1848? — 

Four, I think. 

2007. Were the landlords pretty strong in favour of Mr. Somers? — I did not 
see them using any influence except legitimate influence. 

2008. What do yon call Ugiiimate influence? — Ashing a tenant for his vote. 

200g. How was legitimate influence exercised in Sligo over the tenants? — 

Wherever he might meet a tenant, he would say, “Mr. Burton’s wish would be, 
that you should vote for Mr. Somers.” 

2010. And I suppose that has a pretty significant meaning ? — I do not know ; 
you may attach one meaning to it, and I may attach another. 

2011. The priests are a little in opposition? — An immense opposition. 

2012. There are two influences ; landlords and priests ? — I would not describe 
it by the term influence; it was a monstrous violence on the one side. 

Re-examined by Mr. James. 

2013. We have heard a little of the opposition of the priests; was it a slight 
opposition at all? — It was the most outrageous thing I ever witnessed; open 
rebellion could not have been worse. 

2014. Did you see men dragged to the poll ?— I did ; I saw two-thirds of the 
men that went over to poll,' dragged by a priest on each side of him. 

2015. Did you see any landlord doing that? — Not one. 

2016. Do you know anything of any landlord interfering more than merely 
expressing a wish that a tenant should vote for Mr. Somers 1 — No ; and I do not 
think in two cases I saw the landlords ask. 

2017. Frank M'Donough, you say, slept at your house; was it safe for voters 
to go out into the town at night ? — I was not out, but I heard that it was not. 

201 8. Where did M‘Donough sleep ? — He slept at the back of the house. 

2019. Do you know where the man was taken to? — I heard where he was 
taken to. 

2020. Did you make inquiry ? — I did. 

2021. Where did you learn he was taken ? — He was taken over and placed 
before the two treaUng-houses windows, in order to show him to the voters who 
were locked up in the same place ; and I heard that he was clapped on the back 
to show that he had returned. 

2022. You say you saw these priests dragging the people to the poll? — I did. 

‘ 2023. M.W Temple.] Do you remember that O’Connor was asked whether, at the 

time a supposed conversation took place with you, he had been drinking witli ' 

you? — He had not; he came to the house. 

2024. “ I got something that elevated me at Mr. Graham’s ”? — It was not at 
my own place. 

2025. Was it at your expense ? — It was not. 

John Patrick Somers, Esq., sworn ; Examined by Mr. Jones. 

2026. YOU made a canvass previous to the last election in Sligo? — Yes. 

2027. From the promises you received, had they been kept would you have 
been the Sitting Member by a large majority? — Yes. 

2028. Do you remember the period at which this most indecent scene occurred 
in the chapel? — I do. 

2029. When you were publicly assailed by a priest fresh from his knees ? — Yes. 

2030. Up to the lime at which this system prevailed, do you believe that you 
had pledged to you a majority of the voters of Sligo? — I am convinced of it ; I 
had ttseir distinct promises. 

2031 . Had you promises which would have insured you, had they been kept, a 
majority at the poll? — 

Mr. Serjeant Kinglake objected to the question. 

2032. Committee^ Let us have the number? — I do not exactly remember the 
number now ; I calculated upon a majority of upwards of 40 from the promises. 

600. I ' 2033. Did 
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2033. Did I understand you to say, that there being 336 voters, you having 
canvassed the town and cast up your books, yon believed you should have a 
majority on the poll of 40 votes? — I did, 

2034. Mr. Jones.] You saw every voter 1 believe ? — With very few exceptions, 
every voter of the town. 

2035. You canvassedevery voter?— I did not canvass those whom I knew were 
opposed to me. 

2036. Do you remember meeting Somers, the tailor, when he was going up to 
the poll, being dragged to the poll? — I do ^ he was standing in the hall of the 
Court-house, where the poll-booths were erected ; there were only three booths; 
and he was in the middle of the grand jury room. As I was cominir in between, 
two persons I advanced towards him, and I was pushed away very violently and 
very nearly knocked down. I then made an effort to get up to the grand jury room, 
but I was intercepted on -my way up stairs ; and one of Towneley’s party got his 
finger inside ray neck-tie, and I must have been strangled if it had not been for 
Captain Pritchard and another gentleman who had been with me. 

2037. Was your shirt torn? — Yes, very much. 

Mr. James stated, that he proposed to tender evidence that treating had 
taken place in the house in Mass-lane, it having been proved that Mr. 
Gethin, the authorised agent, was there. 

Mr. Slade stated, that lie would admit Mr. Gethin to have been the 
agent. 



Michael Somers, sworn ; Examined by Mr. James. 

2038. YOU are a little deaf? — ^Yes. 

2039. ^6 understand that you were taken to this treating-bouse in Mass-lane ? 
— Yes. 

2040. Did you call it a treating-house ? — The house I was taken to in Mass- 
lane was a treating-house. 

2041. It was the house Priest Phillipps had occupied? — He did not occupy it 
at that time. 

2042. You were there about 1 1 o’clock in the day ? — I was taken there about 
the hour of 1 1 o’clock. 

2043. And you remained there until between six and seven o’clock the next 
morning? — I remained there until one o’clock at night. 

2044. At times, you say, about 60 people were there? — Yes. 

2045. What eating and drinking was going on there?— 

[The ‘Witness was directed to withdraw. 

Mr. Slade objected to the question ; and submitted, that in order to prove 
treating it must be shown to have taken place with the concurrence and 
consent of an agent of the Sitting Member. 

Mr. James was heard in answer to the objection. 

Mr. Slade was heard in reply. 

The Committee-room was cleared. 

After a short time, Counsel and Parties were called in. 

The Chairman stated, that the Committee were unanimously of opinion 
that the question might be put. 

Michael Somm-s, again called in ; further Examined by Mr. Temple. 

204^ You were taken to this house in Mass-lane on Monday night, I think? 
— On Tuesday morning. 

2047. What did you see going on there in the way of eating and drinking ? — 
1 have seen persons there taking some whiskey, some beer, and there was some 
smoking. 

2048. Was it brought into the room where they were, from time to time, by 
people belonging to the house ?— Yes. 

2049. you have any of it ?— Yes. 

2050. Was 
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20,50. Was it going on all the time vou were there ? — Yes, it was ■ for when it 
was not taken in the room I was in, it was taken in an under part. 

205t. Was liquor distributed just the same as at a public-house ?— They were 
taking it now and then, as it was there ; I considered that some could take more 
than others. 

2052. Did the drinkintj and smokinjr go on continaally all the time you were 
there, until you were taken to the poll to vote?— It did, with the exception of the 
time that it would run short, and they were forced to get in some more. 

2053. I think you stated there were above 60 people in the house whom you 
knew to be voters ?— That number, at all events. 

2054. Did they all partake of the eating and drinking ?— I cannot say they all 
partook of it, but a good many did ; some do not take whiskey in Sligo. 

2055. Do those that do not take whiskey take beer ?— Some do not take 
beer. 

2056. The teetotallers ; did they have tea ? — Oh, yes there was tea there. 

2057. And coffee ? — I do not imagine there was any coSee. 

2058. Had they ginger-beer?— Yes; there was what they call lemonade. 

2059. Lemonade and ginger-beer? — It is much the same. 

2060. Did they all breakfast there ? — Yes. 

2061. And dine ? — A great many of them. 

2062. As far as you were able to observe, did you see generally that they had 

their dinner? — Yes. ^ 

2063. And their supper?— They dined and. took breakfast there. 

2064. Was there anything adopted in the course of the night in order to keep 

up their spirits j any amusement; were there fiddles there ? — Yes j the mornin<r 
we left there had been a. fiddler in. ® 

2065. Was there dancing? — Yes. 

2066. As far as you observed, were many of them drunk ? — Not many. 

2007. Not many drunk ? — Not many ; I noticed, I think, about four quite 
hearty. 



Michael Somert. 



31 May 1853. 



Cross-examined by Mr. Slade. 

2068. Michael, did you all sit down to dinner together? — Why, all could not 
take dinner together. 

2069. How was it managed ? — As many as the table would seat. 

2070. How many could sit at a time ?— I could not say exactly the number. 

2071. How many m'esses bad you ? — I consider about 30 would sit down. 

2072. Would the others watch them, or w’ait upon them? — They would wait 
to take dinner after they had done. 

2073. How many had to wait? — I' do not know. 

2074. Yes, you do ? — I did not reckon them. 

2075. Do you think there were as many waiting as there were at table? — I 
cannot say. 

2076. Which luck had- you, the first dinner or the second? — I think I objected 
to take dinner ; I was much fatigued by their keeping me there, and I was in an 
uneasy state of mind, and I did not sit down at first. 

2077. You, sat down in. the second lot, I suppose? — I know some had done 
dinner when I sat down. 

2078. You sat down in the second lot? — When one had done dinner, another 
man would take his chair. 

2079. What time did you dine ? — In the afternoon, I think ; about three 
o’clock. 

2080. Was it a common dinner? — There was some very good ham, there was 
corn beef, and other dishes I did not notice. 

2081 . Now about Mr. Gethin ; what day did you see Mr. Gethin there ; did 
you see Mr. Gethin there at all?- — I told you yesterday that to the best of my 
knowledge I saw him there the day I was taken there. 

2082. What day was that ? — On the Tuesday. 

2083. What time of the day? — I cannot exactly say; I told you yesterday on 
my oath I could not exactly say. 

2084. You do not know what he was about ? — I know what he was about ; he 
went in there to see the number that had been in, and how things were going on. 

2085. Was Mr. Gethin at the dinner? — No, I did not see him at dinner. 

2086. Nor at breakfast?— Nor at breakfast. 

600. I 2 2087. Nor 
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2087. Nor at the drinking and smoking that went on? — I did not see him. 

2088. Nor at the fiddling? — No. 

Re-examined by Mr. James, 

2089. You did not see Mr. Gethin eat and drink ; but was there not eating and 
drinking going on while he was there r — -There was. 

2090. Mr. Gethin did not take any of the corn beef, or any of those luximes ? 
— I did not see him take it ; I did not see whether he did or not; he might have 
done many things there which I did not notice. 

2091. Committee.'] You saw Mr. Gethin at the treating-house ? — I cannot say 
that I did. I could not swear it; but to the best of my knowledge I have seen 
him there. 

2092. Do you mean to say that you are not certain that you saw him there? — 
I will not swear what I am not really certain about. 

2093. Did you hear any one order in these provisions ?— I did. 

2094. Who ? — A man of the name of Henrvj I think. 

2095. Did you hear anybody else order in provisions? — No; I will not say 
any other person ; I cannot identify that ; but I have known that the liquor ran 
out, and he said there should be more brought in. 

2096. Who is Henry? — He is a young man who takes goods from Mullingar 
to Sligo. 

2097. He is a carrier? — Yes. 

2098. And carries between Mullingar and Sligo?— Yes; he drives horses and 
carts. 

2099. Is he a voter of Sligo ? — I do not know that he had a vote at the time ; 
but I know that he was a man who had a great deal of business there. 

2100. He conducted the business there? — Yes. 

[The Witness withdrew. 

[Adjourned till Twelve o’clock To-morrow. 



Mercurii, 1® dk Junii, 1863 . 



MEMBERS PRESENT. 

Hon, W. H. Berkeley Portman. I Sir Edmund Filmer 
Mr. Hmdley. Mr. W. J. Evelva. 

Mr. Divett. | ^ 

EDWARD DIVETT, Esq., in the Chair. 



Mr. was heard to sum up the evidence on behalf of the Petitioner. 

^ Mr. Slade requested the Committee to adjourn until to-morrow, at 1 1 
o clock. 

The Committee assented. 

[Adjourned till Eleven o’clock to-morrow. 
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Joins, 2® die Junii, 1853 . 



MEMBERS PRESENT. 

Hon. W. H. Berkeley Portman. | Sir Edmund Filmer. 

Mr. Bindley. M,. w. J. Erelyn. 

Mr. Divett. 

EDWARD DIVETT, Esq., in the Chair. 



Mr. Serjeant Kmglake was heard to open the case on the part of the 
Sitting Members. 

James Coffey, Esq., sworn ; Examined by Mr. Slade. 

2101. YOU are a Barrister practising in Ireland ? — I am. 

2102. Were you the assessor at the last election for Sligo : — I was. 

2103. Had you before been acting as assessor at other elections ? — No. 

2104. This is the first time you have acted as assessor ? — It is. 

2105. Have you been present at other elections ? — I have. 

2106. I suppose the ordinary appearance of an Irish election is not new to you ? 
— It is not. 

2107. Will you tell us whether there were more booths than one at the Sligo 
• election? — Yes. 

2138. How many? — I think, as well as I recollect, there were three. 

2109. Were they all within your view ? — No. 

2110. Which booth were you at? — I was, throughout the election, from booth 
to booth. 

2111. You had an opportunity, therefore, of seeing how the election was going 
on? — I had. 

21 12. Was it peaceably conducted ? — I can speak only of what came under my 
own observation; and that observation is confined lo three periods during the 
whole election, and to three transactions; will you be kind enough to repeat 
your question. 

2113. Were there three booths under one building ? — There were. 

2114. During what part of the election time were you there? — From its com- 
mencement to its close, and for some time afterwards. 

2115. During the time you were there was there fair play ? — Unquestionably. 

21)6. Had the parties a fair and free opportunity of going to the poll to give 

their votes ? — As far as I can speak, and as far as came unber my observation, 
undoubtedly they had ; it was my business to take care they had. 

2117. Was there any remonstrance or application made to you with reference 
to any difficulty of getting up voters? — There was. 

21 18. At what time ? — 1 should think about an hour and a half or two hours 
after the poll had opened. 

2119. Who made the application ? — The application, if vou will allow me to 
tell you the occurrence, was not directly made to me in the first instance. I heard 
some noise, and, as I thought, scuffling, and I came out of the Court-house, and 
on the steps I met the mayor, and I also met Mr. Somers; both these gentlemen 
appeared to me to be excited; they were in angry altercation together, and Mr, 
Somers called upon me to witness the condition he was in. His clothes 
appeared to be disarranged, as if he had been hustled, or as if there had been a 
scuffling. He called upon me to witness the condition he was in, and that he had 
not an opportunity of bringing up his voters. The mayor passed me, and he 
stopped the poll ; he called out in a loud voice. The hall immediately adjoins the 
steps of the Court-house ; and in the hall, as I shall call it, there was a polling- 
booth, and he called out, " Stop the poll.” I turned to Mr. Somers immediately, 
and asked him if he required assistance or protection, or what was the occasion of 
the noise. I immediately proceeded across the way, where there was a police bar- 
rack, and I got the officer in command to give me a force of police, and I placed 

600. I 3 them 
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them from Mr. Somers’ tally room across to tbe Court-house. I put men at the 
door, and I put men on each side of the booths. The poll was interrupted, I sup- 

E ose, 10 or 12 minutes while that was being done ; and by the desire both of Mr. 
omers and some gentleman who was actinj^ forMr. Towneley — I cannot say who 
it was, but it was one of his agents — I desired the poll to be re-opened, and pro- 
ceedings to re-commence. During the day that was the only circumstance that 
occurred. 

2120. That took place an hour and a half after the opening of the poll? — It 
did. 

2121. With that exception, did you observe any disturbance of any kind, with 
regard to the polling ? — I did observe another transaction. 

2122. What was that? — While I was standing- in one of the, booths, by the 
side of the deputy, who was taking the poll, .some voter was brought in, and there 
was a crowd about him, as it appeared to me, of both sides, both Mr. Somers’ 
friends, and Mr. Towneley’s friends. There was an allegation made that this 
person had been taken by force, and that he was not a free agent. That being so, I 
desired that the booth might be cleared, except of the professional gentlemen on 
both sides, and I got the voter on the table, and I took the vote from the man 
myself. 

2123. Mr. James.'] Do you remember his name ? — I cannot remember his name. 

2124. Mr. iSIaife.] Did both parties on that occasion claim the voter ? — They 
did ; one asserted that he w as a free agent, and the other asserted that he was not. 
I put the man on the table, I polled him myself, and I took care that no person 
should have the slightest communication with him. 

2125. Do you know for whom he polled ? — I cannot tell; it made no impression 
on my mind after the transaction had closed ; I thought I had performed my duty, 
and it ceased to operate on my mind. 

2126. I .suppose the circumstances have since recalled it to your recollection? 
— Yes ; your question about the disturbance recalled' it to my recollection. 

2127. Was that the only circumstance, which you have now related, which 
would- at all tend to- show there was* any disturbance at the poll: — 1 have no doubt 
of it. 

2128. Were you applied to by any person, on either side, with reference to 
voters being concealed or prevented from voting? — No, I was not. 

2129. Nothing of that sort? — No; nothing from any of the parties. 

2130. If that had been the case had you the power to interfere ? — I conceive I 
had, and I so stated. 

2131. I believe both you and the mayor had thanks voted to you by the respec- 
tive parties ? — They did me that honour ; I had ample power to protect the peace, 
and- ample power to secure a free poll, and I think I exercised it. 

2132. And it was a free poll ? — I have no doubt in the world of it. 

2133. You have no doubt in the world that every voter had a free opportunity 
of recording bis vote at that'election ? — Not a shadow of doubt of it. 

2134. In your judgment, as far as you saw, was it a fair and free election ? — 
Observe, I confine myself altogether to what passed under my own observation, 
and of which I had immediate responsibility and charge. 

2135. Who was receiving the votes ?— I received the votes the day of the nomi- 
nation and the day of the return. 

2136. Mt. James.] The day of the poll you mean? — t mean the day of the 
polling. 

2137. Mr. •S'/atfe.] Was it during the whole of that time a fair and free elec- 
tion ? — Unquestionably. 

Cross-examined by Mr. James. 

2138. As I understand, your attention was confined entirely in the perform- 
ance of your duty to what occurred under your eye as the voters came to the 
poll } — Certainly, and the otiter two transactions. 

2139. When the question was put to you about a free and fair election, your 
answer does, not involve anything, about denunciations or prior, intimidation by 
priests ? — I- know nothing of it. 

2140. All you mean is, that those voters who came up with the intention of 
voting had the opportunity, physically, of recording their votes ? — I go beyond 
that. 

2141. What more ?■— 1 say mentally as well as physically. 

2142. When 
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2142. When you say mentally, you mean they could come there personally 
and record their votes ?— They could ; I am bound to say also, that it iras my dnty, 
and I discharged the duty, to prevent any person interrupting or talking to any of 
the voters, from the time they came iti and offered themselves to poll, until ihev 
had polled i It was my duty to keep the booth free of interference. 

2143. Was Priest Phillipps in tiie booth ? — I saw several cler<ryiiieu there. 

2144. 1 ask you a distinct question ?— I do not know Priest Pliillipps. 

Mr. Phillipps was called into the room. 



214,3 Did you see that gentleman in the booth (pointing to Mr. Phillipps) ?— 
I saw that gentleman there. n s-r > 

[Mr. Phillipps withtlrew. 

2146. Was he there during the polling-day?— I should think so. 

T ordered out of the booth at the request of Mr. Somers? — ^No 

1 should not say that. * 

2148. As an assessor you were impartial, and you will be impartial now?— 
Certainly. 

2149. I ask you whether, at the request of Mr. Somers, Mr. Phillipps was not 
ordered out, or were you not requested to order him to leave the booth ?— I have 
no recollection of Mr. Somers making any such request; but I have a distinct 
recollection of some person in the booth staling that the interference of the cler- 
gyraan (and I believe it to have been that gentleman) was such, that (to use 
the expression which was used to me) they would not give a free vote under the 
priest s eye ; that was the expression used to me ; whereupon I forthwith directed 
that Mr. Phillipps, or whoever the clergyman was (I will not undertake to say he 
wa.s the gentleman, although I believe he was), should withdraw, not from the 
booth,, but out of the view and reach of the voters. 

2150. Where was he stauding?— He was standing in close oroximitv to the 

voters. ^ ^ 

2131. In close proximity to every voter as he came up to give his vote ?— 

1 Should not say that; he was in and out. 

standing in close proximity to the voters as the men came to the 
poll 1—1 will not go that length. 

2153. How near was he? — He was within view of the voter. 

2154. How near him? — I cannot charge my memory. 

2155. Was Mr. O’Gara there during the time tlfe polling was goin<r on ? I do 

not know Mr. O^Gara; I know none of these gentlemen, for I never saw them 
until that day, and I have never seen them since. 



J. Coffey y Eaq. 
2 June 1853. 



Mr. O’Gara was called into the room, 

2156. This gentleman (pointing to Ur. O’Gara)}— It is possible he may have 
been there. 



[Mr. O’Gara withdrew. 



2157. To the best of your recollection, was he present in the booth while the 
voters were polling ? — I cannot tell you ; I never saw any of the clergy before 
that day, nor have I seen them since ; tbere were several of the clergy there. 

2158. Mr. Slade.'] You were a stranger at Sligo ?— I was never there before in 
my life. 

2159. Mv. James.] Was py application made to remove other priests besides 
Mr. Phillipps? — I should think not ; I have no impression of it on my mind. 

2160. When the application was made to remove Mr. Phillipps, did you require 
him to leave the spot? — When there was a request made to me, because any 
person was apiparently influencing the election, I immediately acted on whatever 
request I thought was reasonable and proper. 

f2i6i. Who appointed you assessor? — I cannot exactly tell who appointed me 
assessor; but if you will permit me, I will tell you the circumstances; I was in 
the hall of the court, and Mr. Walker came up, and asked me whether I should 
be disengaged at a certain period ; I said that I would ; anti he asked me 
whether I should have any objection to act as assessor ; I said, that I should not. 

2162. Did you see Mr. Stonor upon the subject? — No; never, until I went 
flown there. 
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2163. When you got there, did you see Mr. Stonor? — Yes. 

2164. Who paid you ?— The mayor, who was the person from whom I received 
the nomination, and'who only had the power to appoint me, 

2165. When did you first see Mr. Stonor? — I think the day before the 
election. 

2166. Where did you see him? — I think 1 saw him in the mayor’s office. 

2167. What was he doing in the mayor’s office the day before the election ? — 
Upon my word I cannot tell you. 

2168. Upon what business were you there? — I w-as called there to make 
arrangements, in conjunction witli the mayor, as to tlie proceedings of the 
next day. 

2169. Mr. Stonor representing Mr. Towneley at the mayor’s office? — I can 
tell you what my impression is, but 1 cannot state any fact. 

2170. He is a very active gentleman ? — I do not know anything about that ; I 
saw him on that occasion ; I never saw him since. 

2171. You were in the mayor’s office for the purpose of making arrangements 
for the coming election?— I was. 

2172. Have you any doubt that at that meeting he was representing Mr- 
Towneley ? — It was not a meeting at all. I held no communication with Mr. 
Stonor about the arrangements for the election. I confined myself to the mayor, 
who I thought was the only person I could properly communicate with on the 
subject; and I took very good care to communicate neither with Mr. Towneley’s 
agent nor Mr. Somers’ agent in reference to the arrangements. You were asking 
me whether he was at that meeting ; I say he was not at the meeting, quoad the 
subject in discussion. 

2173. Was that the subject of discussion ? — Which ? 

2174. The subject of discussion at the mayor’s office ? — The subject of dis- 
cussion was the arrangements for the next day’s nomination. 

2175. And Mr. Stonor was the're'?— He was. 

2176. In what character? — 1 cannot tell you. 

2177. Ob! Mr. Coffey! — Oh! Mr. James I 

2178. Who was there representing Mr. Stonor? — No one. 

2179. Who was Mr. Stonor there as? — I cannot tell you. 

2 1 80. He is not the mayor’s clerk, or anything of that sort ? — Decidedly not ; 
at least, I suppose not, 

2181. What did it strike you Mr. Stonor was there about? — He was in the 
room that I was introduced into ; I was not aware that Mr. Stonor was there; 
and when I was told he was Mr. Stonor, one of Mr. Towneley’s friends, I took 
very good care not to communicate with him in reference to the arrangements 
of the election. I took the mayor over to a window ; the interview did not last 
more than 10 or 15 minutes; I asked whether there were any of Mr. Somers’ 
friends there, and I was told “No.” That gentleman (Mr. Stonor) was repre- 
sented to me by some one in the room (who it was I cannot undertake to say) 
as a friend of Mr. Towneley. As soon as I ascertained that fact— I had satisfied 
myself that no person representing Mr. Somers was in the room — I took the 
mayor to tlie window, and I spoke to him about the arrangements for the 
nomination of the succeeding day ; and having done so, I told him that I did 
not think that was exactly a proper place to discuss the arrangements, and 
requested that he would be good enough to walk to my lodgings, where we should 
be by ourselves, and alone. 

2182. Committee.'] Why did you think that was not a proper place?— I thought 
it was not proper that the friends of one of the candidates should be there without 
the friends of the other. 

2183. Mr. James.] I am not charging you, or imputing to you, that you held 
communication with Mr. Stonor ; I am asking' you to give your opinion to the 
Committee, as a gentleman of great intelligence, in what capacitv you believed 
Mr. Stonor to be there ?— I have already stated to you that I believed him to be 
a friend of Mr. Towneley. In what character he was there, whether as a 
barrister or a solicitor, I had not the slightest notion at the time. 

2184. You thought it better, Mr. Stonor being a friend of Mr. Towneley, that 
you sliould discuss the matter perfectly alone with the mayor, uninterfered with 
by the agent on the other side ; is that so ?— That is quite so. 

^ Stonor during the election at all? — I did. 

2180. During the polling-day? — Yes. 
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21 87. He was very busy, I believe r — Very busy. 

2188. What was he chiefly engaged in ?— He” was chiefly engaged in com- 
municating with Mr. Towneley’s agents, and friends, and supporters. 

2189. Did you see him bring voters up to the poll ?— I cannot say that I did 

but my impression is that he was with them. ’ 

2igo. Was he constantly in the booth ? — Oh yes, he was. 

2191. Constantly? — Constantly. 

2192. Is it the Isabit in Ireland to thank voters, and soon, as they come up to 
the hustings? — Yes. 

93 * Did Mr. Stonor do that a good deal ? — I rather think he did ; I would 
not like to swear positively ; that is my impressiou. 

2194. Perhaps he was one of the most active partisans during the election? 

I should say so, decidedly. 

2195. I am requested to let it be distinctly understood that I make no 
imputation upon you.' — I had no personal acquaintance with either of the 
candidates. 

2196. Did you see Mr. Stonor on the declaration of the poll ? — I did. 

2197. Did Mr. Stonor speak ? — I think not. 

2198. You would not have allowed iiim, perhaps, not being a voter? — I thins 
I should have allowed him. 

21 99. Did you hear him speak at all ? — I heard him making remarks while the 
speeches were going on. He was in the immediate vicinity of Mr. Towneley on 
the nomination, and on the day the poll was declared. He certainly spoke to me 
on the subject of the an-angement for declaring the poll. I think T requested him 
to look over the book as I was totting it, to see that I was totting it correctly. 

2200. I presume you itad the agents on each side ?— I had. 

220 1 . Whom had you on the part of Mr. Somers to tot up the poll ? I rather 

think that gentleman {pointing to Mr. Graham). 

2202. Having Mr. Graham on the part of Mr. Somers, did you request Mr. 
Stonor, on the part of Mr. Towneley, to take the other side?— Now vou brinf’- if 
to my recollection, Mr. Stonor was sitting behind me on the assessor’s seat with 
several other gentlemen. I was totting the figures, and be put his head over mv 
shoulder, and be pointed out what he supposed an error in my totting, and I said, 

Will you be good enough to correct along with me.” 

2203. I ask you, did you treat Mr. Stonor in that matter, as the accredited 
agent of Mr. Towneley ?— Positively I did not ; I treated him as I would treat 
any other gentleman ; he saw me making a mistake. 

2204. You requested his assistance ? — Yes. 

220.5. Was Mr. Gethin helping you at all, or was that left to Mr. Stonor ?— 
There were a number of people about; I cannot individualise them. 

2206. Mr. Stonor did that? — He did. 

2207. What arrangement did you make with him for the declaration of the 
poll ? — With whom ? 

2208. With Mr. Stonor. What was the character of the arrancrement r I 

spoke of the character of the transactions that occurred when I went in to declare 
the poll. There were a number of friends of both the candidates there ; I waited 
some time for Mr. Somers’ appearance; I must confine myself to that one 
transaction with reference to the arrangement I spoke of; I think he gave me 
sealing-wax to seal up the books ; that w'as the extent of the interference. 

2209. The arrangement of the declaration? — I spoke of that. 

2210. He was there at the declaration of the poll? — He was. 



Re-examined by Mr. Slade. 

2211. I believe it is customary in Ireland, although we have broken through 
the good custom in England, to have counsel down at an election ? — Yes. 

2212. You have yourself been counsel, I believe? — I have. 

2213. As counsel, I suppose, it is also customary to do what you saw Mr. 
Stonor doing on that occasion ? — Decidedly. 

2214. I believe there had been some little mistake in the summing up of the 
poll ? — Yes; he thought he corrected me in an error, and I will not be quite cer- 
tain that I did not make a mistake, for it was in the rough totting in the first 
instance, on a separate bit of paper. I have a perfect recollection of his putting- 
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his head over my shoulder, and putting his finger upon a tot, and saying I had 
made a mistake ; whether T had or not, I will not charge my memory now. 

[The Witness withdrew. 



Mr. William Allen^ sworn; Examined by Mr. Slade. 

2215. I BELIEVE you were late the Town-clerk of Sligo ? — I was. 

2216. And I believe you are a Protestant? — I am. 

2217. Have you known all the elections of Sligo for the last 30 years? — Nearly 
31 years. 

2218. Was the last election an orderly and peaceable election? — I never saw 
an election more so in the town of Sligo; and perhaps as a contested election, I 
may say I never saw any equally peaceable. 

2219. Did you hear of any intimidation or any violence exercised towards the 
voters, or witness any? — I saw nothing of it, and I do not believe there was any, 
as far as my knowledge of ihe transactions goes. 

2220. Neither to person nor to property ? — Neither to person nor to property. 

2221. Were you connected with the magistrates at that time?— Not at the last 
election. 

2222. Mas Mr. Towneley, who has been represented as a stranger, popular in 
Sligo? — ^Very much so. 

2223. Was Mr. Somers popular or unpopular?— I do not think be was popular 
at the last election. 

2224. I believe there had been some difference of opinion on religious matters 
whiclr had estranged the minds of some of the electors ?— Yes ; he had been 
popular, but his popularity had ceased before that. 



Cross-examined by Mr. Jones. 

2225. You are a firm friend, I believe, of Mr. Towneley ?— I was. 

2226. You have been so a considerable timer — Yes. 

2227. Do you remember the last election petition against Mr. Towneley ? 

I do. 

2228. Were you brought over here in any capacity r— I was. 

2229. I believe you were in charge at that time of the poll-books?—! was. 

2230. Did you absent yourself from attendance at the Committee?— Not 
intentionally. 

2231 Y’ou swear that, before Mr. Somers and the other gentlemen here, 
solemnly, that you dtd not intentionally absent yourself?—! do; and if the Com- 
mittee wish It, I can explain. 

2232. You have had a great deal to say to Mr. Towneley, and Mr. Towneley’s 

aftairs, connected with these elections ?— In what way? 

liim?-ihaTC generally, have you not interested yourself very warmly for 

2234. Have you not gone round and canvassed voters?— I have. 

2235. Have you not used your influence in every possible way ?— Not in every 
possible way ; I solicited some of'iny friends to vote for him. 

2236. Did you not do your best for him ?— I did all I could. 

2 q 37 - Did you not do your best for him?— I think I have done my best to 
promote his interest and secure bis return for the boroiivh ■ 

2238. Do you remember ever telling anybody that you got 50I. on account of 
a larger sum winch you were to get, to keep away with the poll-books ?— I will 
s«ear I never said such a thing, and that I never got such a sum. 

2239. Had you any cominunication with any friends of Mr. Towneley, at the 
last election, to go aw ay with the boll-book ? — None. 

2240. Of any sort or kind ? — Never. 

2241 Was there an adjotirninent of the Committee, on that occasion, for a 
<iay : — i do not know. ’ 

enl?' a", y»i>r absenting yourself?—! heard there was. 

discovered that night at all. 

2245. When were you discovered ?-It was on the night after that; it was on 

^■URday 
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Sunoay night; I was silting in my own room, with three or four friends sitting 
with me, and they came in to serve me with a second subpoena, 

2246. With a second subpcena? — MTth a notice from the Chairman. 

2247. vvhat hour of the night? — I think it was between nine and ten 
o’clock. 

2248. You were sitting, you say, with a few friends? — Yes, 

2249. Had you long returned to your lodgings ?— I was at my lodgings since 
the night before. 

2250. And you had not left them ? — Except that I went out and came back 
again ; 1 dined at home and breakfasted at home, and I served them with a notice 
of where I was ; it was an accidental absence, which I can explain to the Com- 
mittee if they wish it. 

2251. You spoke from what you saw in the streets, of the way in which the 
election was conducted r— From what I saw in the Court-house and in the streets ; 
I wa.s in and out continually before and during the election. 

2252. Do you know what the first election cost Mr. Towneley ? — No. 

2253. Did you ever hear? — I do not think I ever heard. 

Examined by the Committee. 

2254. You were an active friend of Mr. Towneley at the last election ? — 
I was. 

2255. Had you anything to do with the financial operations of the election ? — 
— No, nor with the financial operations of any election ; I have always refused 
to have anything to do with that. 

[The Witness withdrew. 

Charles Towneley, Esq., sworn ; Examined by Mr. Slade. 

2256. YOU are the present Sitting Member for Sligo? — I am. 

2257. You were returned at the last election of 1852? — I was. 

2258. I believe you were first returned for that borough in 1848? — Yes. 

2259. And unseated on petition?— I was. 

2260. Between the time of your being unseated and your return, did your 
connexion with Sligo cease ? — It did, 

2261. Previous to the election of 1852, did you receive a numerously signed 
requisition to stand for the borough, on the general election ? — I did. 

2262. Had you had communication with parties with reference Ip your inten- 
tion to stand? — About a year ago, I think in 1851, I was written to, to know 
whether I would stand. 

2263. I believe your answer was, that it would depend upon the disposition of 
the electors? — Yes, 

2264. You received a requisition you say? — Yes. 

2265. Can you produce it? — I do not know where it is at this moment; I had 
it about two months ago. 

2266. You cannot lay your hand upon It? — No. 

2267. Was it unanimously signed ? — One hundred and forty-seven signatures. 

2268. I believe you had another requisition signed by others? — There was 
another requisition I was informed. 

2269. You did not see that? — I did not see that. 

2270. You were supported, we are told, by the Catholics ? — No doubt. 

2271. Did you receive the support of any of the Dissenting ministers, or of the 
Dissenting party ? — Yes ; 1 received considerable support from nearly 20 Protes- 
tants ; my principal .supporter and most ardent friend was Mr, Martin, who is the 
principal gentleman in the town ; there was also Mr. Williams, the leader of the 
Methodists ; and there was Mr. Allen, whom you have seen here. 

2272. Is Mr. Martin a Protestant ? — Yes ; bis son was Member for the borough 
some years ago. I should think that upwards of 1 2 Protestants voted for me, 
and I saw eight or 10 who told me they would not vote against me. 

2273. About wliat lime before the election did you reach Sligo? — I reached 
Sligo on the 'fuesday or Wednesday. 

2274. About four or five days before the nomination day, I believe ? — Yes. 

2275. Who was vour legal agent in the town ? — 'Mr. Gethin. 

2276. Was he the sole agent you had ?— Mr. Walker was also employed 
by me. 

‘ 600. K 2 2277. Had 
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2277. Had you any other agent ? — None. 

2278. There has'been a great deal said about Mr. Stonor ; was Mr. Stonor your 
agent ?— Certainly not. 

2279. In what capacity did Mr. Stonor accompany you, if lie did accompany 
you? — I asked him to accompany me as a private friend, and also to act as 
counsel. 

2280. You are aware that it is usual in Ireland to have your counsel with you 
at an election : — It is. 

2281. Were you met on entering the town by the principal people? — I was. 

2282. Did Mr. Williams, the leader of the Methodists, meet you? — I think he 
did. 

2283. Mr. Allen? — Yes. 

22S4. And the rector of Sligo ? — No, I think not. 

2285. promised to vote for you at one time? — He voted for me at the 
previous election; at this election he told me that he would not vote against me, 
but he begged me to excuse his voting for me. He afterwards wrote to me a 
note, to beg me to release him from his promise, and I toid him to act as he 
thought best. 

2286. Were your directions to Mr. Geihiu that nothing should be done which 
tended to illegafity ? — Yes, and to every friend that I had. I stated to every- 

,body to whom I had an opportunity of doing so, that I would infinitely rather 
lose the election that have one illegal act done, and I begged that to be circulated 
as widely as possible. 

2287. I believe you attended a canvass, did you not? — I did. 

2288. Who attended you on your canvass, several persons? — Several persons, 
according to the quarter of the town 1 was canvassing. 

2289. I suppose Mr. Stonor attended you sometimes? — Occasionally, but by 
no means always ; I do not say he did not canvass two or three voters ; in short, 
he did not act with me as a canvasser. I selected for canvassing the principal 
gentlemen in the neighbourhood of the town where I was. In the neighbourhood 
of Mr. Allen, I asked him ; in the neighbourhood of Mr. Williams, I asked him ; 
and in the neighbourhood of Dr. Phillipps, I asked him. I took whoever were 
the principal gentlemen in the neighbourhood in which I was, and requested 
them to go round with me. 

2290. Did Mr. Stonor, during any part of that canvass or election, act in any 
other w'ay than your friend and counsel ?— Certainly not; not to my knowledge.. 

2291. Not to your knowledge, or with your consent?— Certainly not, and 
against my consent if he did ; for I authoritatively ordered him not to do so. 

2292. ^ I believe Mr. Stonor had been employed by you in Loudon as your 
counsel ?— I have employed him in conveyancing. 1 built a small farm the other 
day, and I sent the title-deeds to him ; I have employed him in that wav, he 
being an eminent conveyancer. 

2293. You were, of course, at the 'polling-booths during the election’— 
1 was. 



2294. And saw Mr. Stonor there? — I did. 

2295. Did you see any interruption to the polling? — I did not see it; I was 
there at the time ; Imt I recollect the mayor coming into the booth that I was in. 
After a sliort time he left the booth ; and a short time after that, I think 10 
nnnutes, the mayor came in and said, “ Stop the poll”; and consequently the 
poll stopped for about 10 minutes, and then went on again. I did not see 
what interrupted it, but it appeared to me to be a stoppage of from five to ten 
minutes. 

2296: It was about an hour and a half after the commencement of the noil I 
belifeve?—! think it was. ^ 



2297. Did you see the occasion, which has been referred to by Mr. Coffey, 
when a voter was put on the table ? — No. 

2298. Did you see Mr. Somers at the poll?— Frequently. 

2299. He was speaking to the voters, I suppose ?— Yes. 

any other candidate nould?— Yes; I satv him come on 
tne table, and go off the table ; he came into the booth w here 1 was two or three 



2301. Can ^oil tell us what has been the expense of this election?— I think 
from 600 / to 700/. ; Mr. Gethin, I understand, has a balance to return to me ; 
Unit was the outside o! the money 1 gave him. 
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2302. You do not know exactly what sum you put into the hands of Mr. 
Gethin r — £.600. 

2303. And you think there is a balance coming to you ? — Yes. 

2304. Had you heard complaints during your canvass about your friends being 
apprehensive of Mr. Somers’s party? — I heard two or three reports; one was, 
that a man was afraid of being carried away. 

2305. Do you know a man called James Brennan? — Yes. 

2306. Did he promise you r — He did. 

2307. A man who lives at No. 1 1, Knox-street ?— I do not know the name of 
the street. 

2308. It was James Brennan ?— Yes, I think so. 

2309. It was not a man out of the town ? — The man I mean wore a Waterloo 
medal; he had been a soldier. 

2310. He promised you? — Faithfully and willingly two or three times over. 

2311. Did John Chrystal promise you? — He did. 

2312. Did Michael Rooney promise you?-^He did. 

2313. Did Hugh Rooney promise you? — He did; two Rooneys promised 
me, I know. 

2314. Did Michael Somers promise you r — He did ; he told me the first time I 
went to him. that he was very willing to vote for me, but he could not get over 
the name; that the name was dear to him, and that he would not make up Iiis 
mind, and the next time I went he promised me his vote ; I canvassed him the 
next day, or the next day but one. 

2315. Patrick Walters, do you reraemljer him? — I am not sure ; I recollect 
the name, but I do not recollect clearly going to the man, although I believe 
I did. 

Cross-examined by Mr. James. 

231 6. Is Mr. Stonor any connexion of yours at all ? — Very distant. 

2317. Is he some connexion ? — 1 do not exactly understand; he is not con- 
nected by marriage, except that he is a cousin of my brother-in-law. 

2318. He is some connexion ? — Yes. 

2319. Have you known him very long? — Yes, I have known him 15 or 20 
years ; 1 have known him u long period. 

2320. He is a barrister, practising in Boswell-court? — He is. 

2321. Did you lodge with liim at tlie same house at Sligo ? — Yes. 

2322. You both occupied the same lodging at the last election, I believe 1 — 
Yes. 

2323. Who introduced you originally to the borough of Sligo ?— An Irish soli- 
citor came and asked me to stand ; Mr. Nolan. 

2324. Did you send over Mr. Stonor before you made up your mind? — I did 
not send him over, he was going over on his own business. 

2325. Did he go over before you? — He did ; he went over on his own business,, 
which he had with Mr. Lynch. 

2326. Going over on his own business; did he not report to you his opinion 
as to whether you should stand, or not ? — At the i'ormer election he did. 

2327. You were petitioned against, and unseated for treating? — Yes. 

2328. Was it not for treating at the very phice, and with voters at the very 
place (Mass-lane) that has been brought against you to-day ? — No. 

2329. Do you mean that? — I do. 

2330. Where was it? — At an inn which Mr. Somers occupied. 

233!. Did you entrust money to Mr. Stonor for the last election ? — No. 

2332. I do not mean the las^ election ; did you disburse no money at the prior 
^election ? — Yes, I did. 

Mr. Slade objected that Mr. James must be confined in his cross-exami- 
nation to facts connected with the last election. 

Mr. James was heard in answer to the objection. 

Mr. Slade was heard in reply. 

2333. Committee.'] What time did you receive that requisition ? — I think it 
was aliout two or three months before the election. 

The room was cleared. 

600. 3 Aftei 
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After a short time Counsel and Agents were called in. 



The Chairman stated that the Committee had decided that the question 
might be put. 

2334. Mr. Jame 8 .~\ Did you entrus, at the prior election, sums of money to 
Mr. Stonor to disburse ? — I did. 

2335. Did you leave to him a discretion in the matter ; I have his letters here ? 
— I think I did. 

2336. Have you any doubt that you left to him an entire discretion in the dis- 
bursement of the money. I will read one passage from a letter : I also allow a 

sum which I think right for street agents and others and so on r — At the former 
election ? 

2337. Yes 1 — Mr. Cantwell was acting as my agent at that time. 

2338. Is it true that you gave Mr. Stonor a discretion in these disbursements ? 
— To a certain extent, I did. 

2339. For instance, the disbursement of 130 1 . amongst poor electors after you 
were unsealed on the petition in August 1848? — I really do not recollect the 
fact. 



2340. You remember 130/. for private disposal amongst poor electors, after 
you were unseated in August 1848. Is it the fact that you gave him a discretion 
to disburse that as he thought fit, out of your own funds ? — I have no recollection 
that I gave him 130 1 . for that purpose. 

2341. Had he such a discretion in the deposit of funds by you with him as to 
disburse 1 30 1 . by private disposal amongst poor electors ? —Certainly not. 

2342. Then if he did that, that was unwarranted ? — Yes. 

2343. Has he rendered you any accounts for the election of 1848 ? — Yes. 

2344. Flave you got them ? — Yes. 

2345. Do not you know that he disbursed 130 Z., and placed it at Mr. 
Alderman O’Donovan’s disposal for private disposal, amongst poor electors? 

2346. You never heard of it? — No. 

2347. Have you got the accounts here?— No; I have got them at my house, 
I think. 

2348. Did lie go over on this last election before you ? — Yes. 

2349. For what pui pose did he go over to Sligo before you ? — He never stated 
to me the purpose; he stated that he was going over. 

2350- Oil the purposes of the election ? — He did not state that to me. 

2351. Now, JVIr. Towneley — J am willing to tell you all he said to me. 

2352. Had he any other object in going to Sligo, but the purposes of the 
election r — I suppose he had not. 

2353. When did you receive the requisition ? — It was after I came to town ; 
it must have been in the spring; about two or three months before the election. 

2354. In the spring of 18.52 ? — Yes. 

2355. Who brought you that requisition ?— It was sent to me by the mavor 

235b. Mr. Verdon?— I think so. 

acting as mayor r — I do not know ; he was mayor at the time. 

, 2358. Was it not in the mayor’s year of office that the mayor sent you the 
requisition — Yes. 

2359. Give me about the time it was sent to you ?— I do not recollect the day : 
It was .sent, I think, in April. 

2360. You had anticipated standing for Sligo long before that, had you not? 
■~ies, I had; I forget the time when I had the bishop’s letter, or some other 
letter. 

2361. What bishop?— Dr. Brown. 

2362. When had you anticipated first standing for Sligo ; a long time, I think, 
before you got the requisition? — Certainly; I was written to several times to 
stand. 



2303. From 1 848 (for I have got your letters here) down to the period of the 
election, did you not anticipate starting as candidate for Sligo; and were you not 
making arrangements with Mr. Stonor for the purpose? — I do not recollect. 

2384. Were you not consulting Mr. Stonor during the year 1851, ami during 
the spring ot 1852, with reference to starting for the borough of Sligo, and 
makihg arnmgemerns ?— I certainly talked the matter over with him in 1851. 

• ’I* , consulting with him ; and was it not within your kiioiy'' 

ledge that he was making arrangements for your candidature in 1852 ?— I do not 
recollect all the conversations I have had with him. 
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2366. I am not asking you that. Were you not anticipating in the early part > 
of 1851, and early in 1852, the fact of being a candidate for Sligo, and were you 
not arranging and consulting with Mr. Stonor on that subject? — What I really 
recollect is this ; that several people asked me whether I was going to stand ; I 
always said that would entirely depend on the feeling of the constituency. 
There was no doubt, that if the feeling of the constituency was strong in my 
favour, I might stand, but I declined standing until I knew what was the real 
feeling in my favour. 

2367. Did you know that Mr. Stonor proposed or advised, that if you should 
be re-elected member for Sligo, Mr. Alderman O’Douovan should be paid. Is 
that Mr. Stonor ’s handwriting {handing a letter to the Witness, dated wth No- 
vember 1851)? — I suppose it is. 

2368. Did he recommend, that if you were elected for Sligo, Mr. Alderman 
O’Donovan should be paid?— What I intended with regard to Mr. Alderman 
O'Donovan’s payment was, that when I knew what it was, he should be paid; 
and the only thing that prevented him being ultimately paid, or the only thing 
that delayed the payment, was, that it was carried from one court to another, and 
therefore I would not make any definite payment until I knew what the sum was, 
although I was not by law liable to it. 1 was Induced to pay it when I heard 
that Alderman O’Donovan was not in the same circumstances in which he had 
been; and therefore I determined to pay it. 

2369. Did you know of the negociations which were going on, and the applica- 
tions on Mr. O’Donovan’s part to Mr. Stonor, and Mr. Stonor’s negociation in 
the matter? — ! do not recollect. 

2370. Look at this letter of yours in May 1852 ; has not that letter reference 
to Mr. Stonor’s negociations of Mr. O’Donovan’s claim {handing a letter to the 
Witness') ? — That is in answer to a letter that Mr. O’Donovan wrote to me. 

237 1 . Read it ? — “ I regret that at the present moment it is impossible for me 
to enter upon the subject of your letter. I remain, yours faithfully, Charles 
Towneley.’’ 

2372. That is Mr. O’Donovan’s claim upon you ? — Yes ; it was in answer to 
Mr. O'Donovan. 

2373- know that Mr. Stonor was negociating the claim upon 

which Mr. O’Donovan subsequently wrote to you, but for which he applied to 
Mr. Stonor, in the first instance ? — I think it is very probable. 

2374. Did not you see that letter before it was sent {handing to ike Witness 
a letter, dated nth November 1851) ?— Clearly not. 

2375. Had he authority from you to treat with Mr. Alderman O’Donovan ? — 
No, not to treat with him. I told Mr. Stonor, I told several friends of mine, I 
should pay Mr. O’Donovaii’s bill. 

2376. Had Mr. Stonor autliority from you to coi’respond with Mr. Alderman 
O’Donovan on the subject of his claim ? — In the first instance, certainly. 

2377* What do you mean by “in the first instance”? — When it was under 
trial ; when lie made the claim in the first instance, in 1848 ; and he continued 
that correspondence. 

2378. In 1851, do you mean to state that he had no authority to treat with 
Mr. Alderman O’Donovan on the subject of his claim ? — He had none in 1 85 1 . 

If he treated with him, it was a continuation of what he had done. 

2379. A continuation of the former negociation r — No. 

2380. What then ?— Mr. Alderman O’Donovan wrote to obtain payment. 

2381. Mr. Alderman O’Doiiovan was paid lOoZ. ? — Yes, but he claimed more. 

2382. Who paid him that? — Mr. Stonor, 1 think. 

2383. Out of your funds ? — I conclude so. 

2384. Do you mean to intimate that Mr. Stonor paid Mr. Alderman O’Donoyan 
100/. out of your money ? — Certainly not, if it was for any of the transactions 
that went on. 

2385. I mean the very subject of the negociations of these letters ? — No doubt. 
The subject of the negociation of the letters was an accumulated law bill on a 
trifling transaction. 

2386. When was that looZ. paid ? — I do not recollect. 

2387. Was it after November 1851 ? — I really do not recollect the time, as 
this was carried on for three years from one court to another. I have no doubt 
that the 100^. was paid to Mr. Alderman O’Donovan, but I really do not recollect 
the lime at whiclj it was paid. 
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2388. Mr. Verdon, you say, brought you the requisition? — He sent it me by 
the post. 

2389. Mr. Verdon, the proprietor of a newspaper ? — Yes. 

2390. Did you pay the expense of the publication of a portion of that news- 
paper ?— I agreed, for the improvement of that paper, that I would go to tlie 
expense of 50^. for what they call the “ neutral news,” which I believe a gentle- 
man of the name of I 3 usk supplied to several news|)apeis. He supplied the 
markets, and foreign news, and literature, and other things which are neutral 
news, leaving a sheet for political news to be filled up. 

2391. Has that been going on up to the period of the election ? — No doubt. 

2392. Did not you authorise Mr. Stonor to conduct that part of it, and give 
him tJie money to pay? — No. I agreed to subscribe that sum to Mr. Verdon’s- 
newspaper. I certainly desired Mr. Stonor to pay the money to Mr. Busk. 

2393. Is it to that this has reference ; “ I am very glad to hear how bi-ight our 
prospects are under your mayoralty, but do not understand why the address does 
not come over; it would afford Mr. Towneley an opportunity of saying some- 
thing conciliatory to the Protestants is not that in the paper of Mr. Verdon to> 
whidi you were subscribing for the' publication of the neutral news ? — I never 
saw that letter. 

2394. "Was he writing upon a matter that you had deputed to his care ; did' 
you not depute to him the arrangements about Mr. Verdon’s newspaper? — No ; 
i simply desired him to pay Mr. Busk ; I believe it is Mr. Busk. 

2395. Who is Mr. Busk? — The gentleman who supplies the newspapers with 
the neutral news. 

2396. You desired Mr. Stonor to pay him? — Yes. 

2397. That is Mr. Verdon’s paper published in LSligo ? — Yes. 

2398. Is that the paper in which your address appeared ? — Yes. 

2399. And in which there were articles in your favour? — Yes. Mr. Busk 
lived in London, and Mr. Stonor was in London ; otherwise, if I had lived at 
Sligo, I should have desired Mr. Verdon to pay Mr. Busk. 

2400. Mr. Verdon, the mayor, bringing you the requisition, and being the 
publisher of this newspaper, did not these articles go on until the very period of the 
election, you paying 50/. towards the subscription ? — 

Mr. Slade objected to the question. 

Mr. Jayjies withdrew the question. 

2401. This was the state of things down to the election ? — I do not understand 
your question. 

2402. I ask you if this is the paper to which you continued your subscription 
down to the period of the election? — I subscribed to that paper for two years. 

2403. What is your subscription to that paper? — I think 1 pay $ 1 . a year. 

2404. Committee!] How long have you paid that 5 ?. a year?— Five or six 
years. It was the liberal paper in Sligo, and I wished to improve the paper. I 
found that two other papers, to which I subscribe in England, four times as much 
as I subscribe to this paper, had been much improved by the publication of 
neutral news ; I thought it a good thing to improve a liberal paper, and I told 
Mr. Verdon I would subscribe. 

2405. This neutral news, I think you say, related to matters not connected with 
politics r — Yes ; Mr. Busk is the man who subscribes all the foreign news, all the 
markets, all the literature ; he supplies, I think, four columns out of six ; he lives 
in London, and consequently being in London, and having subscribed that amount 
to Mr. Verdon, I thought it better that Mr. Stonor should pay it, who hail been con- 
nected with anotlier paper in Yorkshire, instead of paying to Mr. Verdon, from 
whom it would have had to come back to London. 

2406. Was that the mayor’s paper ? — Yea. 

2407. And the mayor brought you the requisition? — He sent.it to me. 

2408. ^ Mr. Stonor, you say, went over to Sligo before you on the subject of the 
election? — Yes. 

2409. When did you leave town for the election of 1852? — I left town on- 
Saturday ; I think it was ten days before the election. 

2410. Had Mr. Stonor returned, or did you find him there r — Mr. Stonor had 
returned. 

241 1. Did he bring you back a report of vour prospects at tlie election ? — He* 
stated what had taken place there. 

2412. Did 
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2412. Did he bring you back a report of your prospects in that borough. 
That is a distinct question to a Member of the House of Commons ? — I will tell 
you what he did : he detailed to me a dinner wliich had been given there, and 
the way it had gone off. 

2413. Did he attend the dinner? — I believe so. 

2414. Who paid for it ? — I do not know. 

2415. Have your — No. 

2416. Who gave the dinner? — I believe it was given by the people themselves. 

241 7 . Do you mean by the voters ? — By whoever gave it ; Ido not know who 
gave it ; I did not pay a shilling for it. 

2418. Did he tell you that he spoke at the dinner? — Yes. 

2419. On your behalf ? — Yes. 

2420. Did he report favorably? — Yes. 

2421. Did that induce you to go? — No ; the requisition induced me to go. 

2422. And his report, perhaps, had a little to do with it ? — It had something to 
do with it 



2423. Did he tell you that he had seen Mr. Tighe and other gentlemen ? — No. 

2424. What did he go for ? — I concluded he went to ascertain what was the 
feeling of the electors. 

2425. On your behalf ? — I suppose so. 

2426. Have you any doubt ? — No. 

2427. Did he report favourably r — Yes. 

2428. Did you go in consequence? — If you mean solely—— 

2429. No; but partially, in consequence ? — Yes. 

2430. Did you both start together from London ? — No. 

2431. Who went first? — I did. 

2432. How soon did he come after you? — He came the next day. 

2433. Did you lodge together ? — Yes. 

2434. During the whole time ? — Yes. 

2435* Canvass together? — Occasionally. 

2436. Constantly? — No. 

2437. Do you mean that, Mr. Towneley ? — I do. 

2438. How many times will you say that you canvassed with Mr, Stonor ? — I 
canvassed in the whole, I think, either three or four days. 

2439. Did you ever canvass with him ? — ^Yes. 

2440. When? — I think both the third and fourth day. 

2441 . What was the cause of his not accompanying you on the third and fourth 
days ? — I forget. 

2442. Business? — I do not know. 

2443. Come, Mr. Towneley; was it for some election arrangements, and so on, 
to be made ? — No. 

2444. What then ? — 1 do not know. 

2445. Had you a canvassing book at your lodgings ? — Yes. 

2446 Did you go over the canvassing book with Mr. Stonor after your canvass ? 
—No. 

2447. Never? — I do not recollect that I did. 

2448. Do you mean to state that, Mr. Towneley? — I do. 

2449. Think. Never ?— I do not recollect ever going over the canvassing book 
with him during the election. 

2450. Was Mr. Gethin at your lodging? — Occasionally. 

2451. Was Mr. Stonor with him?— I forget. .j r 

2452. Except on two occasions, was Mr. Stonor absent from your side, from 
the time you went to the election to the end of it? — Certainly. He lived in the 
same house with me, and of course he was as frequently out of the house as he was 



in It. • V 

2453. occupy the same room? — We dined m the same room. 

2454. Was Mr. Gethin there?— He came occasionally. 

2455. Did not Mr. Stonor go over the canvassing book with yourself and Mr. 
Gethin constantly ?— No. 

2456. You mean to state that? — Yes. 

24^7. Never? — I do not recollect his going over it 

2458. You never spoke to him about it? — Yes. You asked me if he went 



over it with me. _ „ t 1 ^ 

24^0. Did Mr. Stonor canvass by himself ?— I do not know. 

600. L 2460, Who 



C. Tovnelei/, Esq. 



2 June 1853. 
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2460. Who canvassed with you when Mr. Stonor canvassed with you ; Mr. 
Gethin ? — No ; I do not think Mr. Gethin ever canvassed with me. 

2461. "Who canvassed with you when Mr. Stonor canvassed with you ? — Several 
persons. 

2462. Who generally ?— Dr. Phillipps. 

2463. Priest O’Gara ? — I do not recollect O’Gara. 

2464. Priest Quinn ?— I do not recollect. 

2465. Did you canvass with Priest Quinn ? — No. 

2466. Never ?— I do not recollect it. 

2467. With Priest Phillipps ?r— Mr. Phillipps came with me on some of the 
days. 

2468. I believe you had known Mr. Phillipps, and he had been at your re- 
sidence in Lancashire ? — ^Yes. 

2469. Is he an intimate friend of yours ; has he dined at your residence ? — 
— Yes; I asked him and the bishop. 

2470. Was that since you had started for Sligo, or did you know him before? 
—Last autumn. 

2471. That is, after the election ? — Yes ; either in September or October. 

2472. You were a stranger to Sligo before 1848 ? — Yes.' 

2473. What was the origin of your starting ? — Mr. Nolan, the solicitor, asked 
me to stand for Sligo. 

2474. You have stated that you gave 600 1. or 700 1. to Mr. Gethin ?— Yes. 

2475. Do I understand you to state to the Committee that that is all the 
expense for the incidents of the election for the borough of Sligo ? — I do. 

2476. Have you given money to the Catholic priests ? — Yes. 

2477. To Mr. Phillipps ? — ^Yes. 

2478. How much ? — £.25. 

2479. For what? — I gave it for charity ; I gave it through the newspapers. 

2480. To Dr. Brown, the bishop?^! sent 25/. to the Catholic priest; I sent 
2Sl to Dr. Day, the Protestant rector ; and I think I sent 40 I to the dissenting 
congregations, to be expended in charity. 

3481. They returned it, did they not?— I think not. 

2482. Did they return you the money ? — No, I think not. 

2483. Do you know ?— My impression is, that they did not. 

by you, or through Mr. Stonor?— I think I sent it to 
Mr. Phillipps myself ; I sent to Mr. Day myself. 

— nI?^’ dispensed money at the last election through Mr. Stonor ? 

2486. No money at all ? — No money at all; certainly not, that I know of. 

2487. Not to any of the priests or the chapels ?— No. 

2488. Who sent the money to the Dissenters?—! saw Mr. Williams myself 

and told him I should send it. ^ 

2489. Who sent it? — I forget at this moment. 

lemember whether that was not done through Mr. Stonor I 

gave Mr. btonor, when I had to pay Mr. Gethin, 200 1. ; and I desired him to 
give that to Mr. Gethin. 

2491 You gave Mr. Stonor 200 1. to pay Mr. Gethin ?— Mr. Gethin was in 
the next room, and I desired Mr. Stonor to take that money ; because he was 
paying bills m the next room, I desired Mr. Stonor to take that money to him. 
2492, And he took it to him Yes. ^ 

'x'iug paid ?— No, he was 

carnival ’ *’*= 8'^''® Mr. Gethin, and he 

came back immediately. 

r'i account from Mr. Gethin of the expenditure of this 

money < — No ; but I expect it. 

2495. Then up to this moment you have had no account whatever ?— No. 

2496. You do not know how it has been expended ?— No. 

2497- lou have never inquired ? Yes. 

exSedTn nJl? rn “77 the inquiiy ?_Tbat it has been legitimately 

Gethin has had S ® ^ "“‘iu'W about it myself, except that Mr. 
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2499. Was Mr. Stonor your agent in 1848, or not ?— My agent in 1848 was 
Mr. Cantwell. 

2500. Was Mr. Stonor, in your opinion, an agent for you at the . election of 

1 848 ; what is your theory about that ?— I entrusted money to him in 1848 
which I did not in 1852. ’ 

2501. Does that make the difference, in your opinion? — Yes. 

2502. Can you give any other distinction between Mr. Stonor’s conduct in 
1848 and his conduct in 1852 which induces you to say he was not your agent in 
1852, except the entrusting of money ? — Yes. 

2503. What? — I employed him in making several arrangements for the elec- 
tion in 1848, which I did not in this election. 

2504. What did he not do in this election?—! desired him to do nothing. 

2505* Why ? — Because, in the first place, money had been improperly spent 

in 1848; and in the next place, people had acted without his authority, savins 
they had it. 

2506. Are you aware that he met Mr. Coffey, or was present with the mayor 
when Mr. Coffey was there ? — No. 

2507. You were not aware of of that?— No. 

2508. Did you see him bringing voters to the poll ? — No. 

2509. You did not? — No. 

2510. You were at the polling-booths? — Yes ; there were.three booths, and he 
certainly brought no voter to the poll when I was there. 

2511. Did you hear him speak on your behalf, from your own window in the 
-room in which you were present? — Yes. 

2512. Did you hear him attribute your success to the priests, and more parti- 
cularly to Priest Phillipps in your own presence, from your own window ? — I really 
do not recollect the purport of all bis speeches ; he may have done so. 

2513. Do you say that he did not, from your window, and in your presence, 
attribute the success of your election to the Catholic priests, and especially to the 
exertions of Priest Phillipps, your friend ? — There were>omething like 20 speeches 
made out of that window almost every day, but I really do not recollect. 

2514. Will you undertake to say that it was not ? — No, 

25 1 5. Who spoke for you besides Mr. Stonor? — Mr. Strickland. 

2.516. Who is he? — My cousin. 

. 2517. Mr. Stonor spoke a good deal, did he not?— Mr. Strickland spoke 

oftener than Mr. Stonor. 

2518. Then he must have been always speaking ; did Priest Phillipps speak 
out of yourw'indow? — Yes. 

2519. And the bishop ? — He did. 

2520. Were you at the chapel the Sunday before, when Mr. Somers was there r 
— No; I was never at the chapel when Mr. Somers was there. 

2521. I presume you would not sanction denunciations from the altar? — I 
should not. 

2522. Were you aware it had been done? — I heard of it afterwards; I did 
not hear the same, words as have been stated here, but I heard afterward,s that he 
had spoken against Mr. Somers. 

2523. Did you not allow him to speak from your window to the electors after 
you had heard he had denounced Mr. Somers from the altar? — He spoke from 
my window very often. 

2524. Did you not allow Mr. Phillipps, the priest, to speak from your window 
to the electors in your presence, after it had been coojplained of to you that he 
had denounced Mr. Somers from the alter of his chapel r-^I have already told 
you that he did speak from the window. 

2525. After it was brought to your attention that Priest Phillipps bad denounced 
Mr. Somers from the altar, did not you allow him to address the mob from your 
•window ? — 1 did not hear it stated that he had been denounced. 

2526. What did. you hear that he had stated ? — That he had spoken against 
Mr. Somers. 

2527. At the alter of the chapel? — No. 

2528. Where ?— From the pulpit ; I will tell you what I did hear ; the service 
was performed in the most decorous manner, just as would be at any other time 
a sermon was preached I think by Mr. Quinn, and without any reference what- 
ever to politics ; after the prayers were over, and the altar put aw'ay, and every- 

600. L 2 thing 



C. 2 'oimelet/, Egr,. 
2 June 1853. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




84 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE taken before SELECT COMMITTEE 



C. Tffwneley, Esq. thing removed, Mr. PhilHpps came up in his cassock, and made a discourse, 

praising me in preference to Mr. Somers. 

a Jun«i853s 2529. In His vestments ? — In his black cassock, the same as he would wear in 
any room. 

2530. Did Priest Quinn speak from your window ? — I think not. 

253:. Priest White? — I really do not recollect. 

2532. Will you say that he did not? — No. 

2533. Priest O’Gara, the gentleman who was sent in to “ settle” the voter ?-— I 
do not recollect ; I only recollect seeing Mr. O’Gara once or twice. 

2534. Mr. O’Gara did address the people from your window once or twice? — 
I do not say that. 

2535. Where did he speak from? — I do not recollect that he spoke ; I said I 
only saw him once or twice. 

2536. Priest White ? — I do not think I saw him. 

2537. Did you canvass with Priest 0‘Gara? — No. 

2538. Did you canvass with the bishop? — No. 

2539* Did you bring Priest O’Gara over here? — No. 

2540. Did he not come with your knowledge ? — No. 

2541. You do not know of his being brought here ? — No. 

2542. Have you subpoenaed Priest PhilHpps? — No, he was subpoenaed by Mr. 
Somers. 

2543* Then you have not not subpoenaed- him ?~No. 

2544. Did Mr. Stonor speak at the nomination ? — I think not. 

_2545* From your window, I mean? — He made one or two speeches from my 
window. 

2546. Did be speak during the polling? — Not that I recollect. 

2547. Did he speak on the day of the declaration of the poll from your window ? 
I really do not recollect ; he made one or two speeches, and certainly not more 

from that window. 

2548. Who retained Mr. Gelhin? — I retained him. 

2549' Did not Mr. Stonor ? — Not that I know of. 

2550. Who retained Mr. Walker?— I did. 

2551. Did not Mr. Stonor? — Not that I know of. 

2552. Did Mr. Stonor report to you when he came back from his journey to 
Sligo, to see what your prospects were, that he had retained Mr. Gethin and Mr. 
Walker . I retained Mr. Walker myself; Mr. Walker was in London. 

understand you to say that you retained him yourself, and that 
Mr. Stonor did not? — I cannot tell; he had no orders from me to retaiin 
him. 

2554- Who introduced Mr. Walker to you ? — Mr. Stonor, in London. 

2555- Did he bring him to you in London ?~No ; I was calling upon Mr. 
btonor for some business of my own ; I was then in treaty for buying a farm, and 
Mr. Walker came in. 

2556. And he introduced Mr. Walker to you? — Yes. 

2557- Did you retain Mm in Mr. Stonor’s chambers? — Yes. 

2558. In Mr. Stonor’s presence ? — Yes. 

suggest to you to retain Mr. Walker?— No, not then. 

2560. What did he say about liim ?— Mr. Walker came over to me, and I 
aetermined to retain him as soon as he came over. 

had^”^’ suggested the retaining of Mr. Walker?— Very likely he 



2562, And yon met him in Mr. Stonor’s chambers, and retained him in his 
presence ? — Yes. 

he ifas^be^n pidd’' Mr. Gethin paid him, if 

2564. Did you mve Mr. Gethin the money to pay Mr. Walker?— I think not. 
to ^ ^ 5° g'™ 

Gethin^* ‘ Walker had bills to pay for me the same as Mr. 

countenanolT* ^ send it through a safe hand. I did not 

Mr. Walker ^ to send to 

Mr Gethin T ” . and in the same way in which I had sent to 

ivir. uettiin, 1 sent to Mr. Walker. 



2567. At 
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2567. At th® time you retained Mr. Walker in Mr. Stonor’s presence, Mr, 
'Stonor having introduced him to you, did not you know that Mr, Walker had 
been Mr. Somers* agent for years in the conduct of all his elections up to that 
moment? — ■! knew he had been Mr. Somers’ agent in 1848. 

2568. And ever since you had known the borough ? — I only knew the borough 
in 1848. 

2569. Did Mr. Stonor suggest that it would be a good plan to retain Mr. 
.Somers’ agent? — No, he did not. 

2570. He suggested the retaining of him ? — I talked the matter over with him. 

2571. And you knew he had been Mr. Somers’ agent? — I did. 

2572. And you did retain him in Mr. Stonor’s presence, and in Mr. Slonor’s 
chambers ? — Yes. 

2573 - Committee.'l Was this retainer a 50 Z. retainer? — No; I simply asked 
him to be ray agent. 

2574. You said that you sent him the retainer? — At Sligo. There was 50/- 
wanted by Mr. Walker for expenses which he had to pay, and I desired Mr. 
Stonor to give it him. 

Re-examined by Mr. Slade. 

2575. You have been asked something about Mr. Walker having been the agent 
•<)f Mr. Somers in the election of 1848 r — Yes. 

2576. I believe sometimes professional men do change sides ? — Yes, 

2577. Was my friend, Mr. James, your counsel in 1848 ? — He was. 

2578. Now, about this 50/. which you gave to Mr. Stonor at Sligo; was that 
for Mr, M^alker to pay some bills ? — Yes ; Mr. Walker had the entire disposal of 
that 50 1 . 

2579. Was it on the same occasion you gave him the money to pay Mr. Gethin ? 
— No, it was two days after. 

2580. Do you know where Mr. Walker was ? — I think Mr. Walker was in his 
own house. 

2581. I suppose you did that precisely in the same way as you would ask any 
Triend who was staying with you to have the kindness to go and pay 50 Z. ? — Yes, 
I should have sent my servant, but I do not like to send large sums by a servant ; 
and therefore if Mr. Strickland, or anybody else, had been there, I should have 
asked them. 

2582. You asked Mr. Stonor in the same way as you would have asked Mr. 
Strickland ? — Yes. 

2583. Mr. Gethin was in the next room at your lodging, I understand you to 
state ? — Yes. 

2584. And he wanted qooZ. to pay some small bills? — Yes; he was paying 
some election accounts for me in the adjoining room ; Mr. Strickland and two 
other gentlemen were with me ; we had just done breakfast, and instead of going 
in to where Mr, Gethin was paying the bills, I desired Mr. Stonor to take him the 
200 Z. 

2585. In the next room? — In the next room. 

2586. Were those the only two money transactions that you had with Mr. 
Stonor on that occasion? — I gave him, on another day, some money to take to 
Mr. Gethin, exactly in the same way. 

2587. What was that amount? — I think 250 Z.; I am not quite sure; it may 
Lave been 300 Z. 

2588. Part of this large sum of 600Z.? — Yes, part of it. 

2589. Committee.] Tliese sums which you have mentioned now were included 
in the 600 1 . — Entirely. I sent the whole of the money in that way ; it was in 
two payments ; I am not exactly sure of the amount each time. I sent 50 Z, to 
Mr. Vi’alker, and I sent, in two other payments, the remainder to Mr. Gethin. 

2590. Mr. Slade.] Mr. Stonor, as 1 understand you, had no disposing power 
over these two sums, further than that of handing them to these two gentlemen ? 
-'-Not the slightest. 

2591. Had you given him in the year 1848 a discretionary powder over the 
disbursement of money? — Yes. 

2592. Totally different from what he had on this occasion ? — Yes. 1111848 
Mr. Cantwell was my agent, and had the greatest power, but certainly I gave a 
discretionary power to Mr. Stonor on that occasion, and that power was abused. 

600. I- 3 Several 



Tonniel<y, E$y. 



2 , 7 .une 1853. 
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C. rotuHs%, Esq. Several people assumed an authority to incur bills which I had not given, and 

which I had never authorised. 

2 June 1853. 2593. Alderman O’Donovan was one? — Yes. 

2594. Had that made you more cautious ? — No doubt. 

2595. And that was the reason why you did not give any one a discretionary 
power about money, except your legal agents ? — Exactly. 

2596. With regard to Dr. Phillipps, you have been asked if you were made 
acquainted with his having found fault with Mr. Somers ; had you been made 
acquainted with the terms in which lie had spoken? — No. 

2597. As far as you knew, Dr. Phillipps had always behaved as a Roman- 
catholic clergyman ought, I believe ?— Perfectly so. If Dr. Phillipps, or any 
other priest, had said a word in my presence, whether in a chapel or not, which 
I conceived would lead to the personal injury of any person, I should either have 
walked out of the chapel, or have desired him never to come into my presence 
again. 

2598. If Dr. Phillipps, or Mr. Quin, or anybody else, had attempted in your 
presence to exercise undue influence over the minds of voters, should you have 
found fault with it, and resented it ? — No doubt. 

2599. If there was such influence, was it done with your consent and concur- 

rence?— I had more than once expressed myself strongly against any thins like 
undue influence being used j I had not only given no authority, but I always 
desired that such a thing should not be exercised. ^ 

2600. After the election you sent, you say, 25I. to the Catholic poor to be dis- 
tributed by the. priests? — Two months before the election. 

2601. And the same sum to the Protestants? — I did. 

2602. And the same sum to the Dissenters ? — I did. 

2603. All those sums were to be distributed through their respective pastors ? 

— Yes. ^ 

2604. The newspapers which were published in. the town; did I understand 
you to say that you subscribed to them all ? — No. 

2605. Only one ?— Only one. 

Mr, Verdon’s — It was the Libera! newspaper in the town. 

2607, Do they publish a Conservative paper? — Two, I think. 

2608. You do not subscribe to them ?~No ; there is the editor of ode of them 



2609. Supporting Mr. Somers ? —Yes. 

2610. Now, about this neutral news; is there an individual in London whose 

business it is to provide country newspapers with what is called neutral news «— 
Ves. , ' 

2611. And that neutral news is made up of everything but politics ?— Exactly 
26t2. The state of markets, and such like ?— Yes; it is supplied to the Dover 

paper, and the Dissenters paper m Yorkshire, and various other papers. ■ 

2613. You know that?— Yes. 

2614. Did you find that that very much improved the paper ? Yes. 

2615. It benefited the paper ?— Considerably. The paper at Dover bad not 
only succeeded, but had completely put down all the other newspapers which 
formerly existed, m consequence of its improvement through the neutral news. 

2616. ^d you gave 50 i to that?— I gave 50?. to that. 

2bl 7. Ihat IS to say, you paid the money ?— Yes. 

th w' will the gentleman you mentioned have to supply the news for 

that'— For a year, I think, or six months. 

2619. When was it you did this ?— I think about a year affo. 

the election ? — After the last election ? 

2021. Yes. — No; before the last election, 

dis^rted a^^funtl^Yel*” “ 

courl“^' processes out ?~Yes ; it had gone through three 
sMtlat ^ ^ ^ ‘ it would have been 



rifiht T ite disputed his 

light lapay; I think, aman of the name of Gallagher. 

2b25. Hie had been compelled to pay this sum ?— A man of the name of 
Gallaghei claimed; thie amount from Mr. O’Donovan. . Mr. O’Donovan disputed 

his 
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his right to pay Mr. Gallagher. It was tried, and occupied three years. It went 
to three or four courts, and, to the best of my recollection, it occupied two or three 
years in going from one court to another; consequently, during that time, I 
never knew what the law expenses were. It was the law expenses incurred in 
those different trials which Mr. O’Donovan claimed from me. 

2626. You paid it, although you did not think yourself in law liable ?— I did 
not wish a man on whom the claim was made on my behalf, although not 
authorised, particularly as he had acted warmly as ray friend, to have it in his 
power to say that I had ungenerously deprived him of that which, although 
erroneously, he claimed to have spent on my account. I heaj-d that he was in 
bad circumstances, and therefore I made up my mind to give it to him. 

2627. Out of consideration of the unfortunate position in which he had been 
placed ? — No doubt. 

2628. Thinking that he had been acting as your friend ? — No doubt. 

2629. As I understand, you gave nobody any authority to write any letter in 
reference to that? — No. 

2630. Are you sure that requisition was sent to you by the mayor; was it not 
sent to you by Dr, Phillipps ?~I received a note from Dr. Pbillipps at the same 
time, I think ; I will not say it came the same day, but it was the same day, or 
the day after. 

2631. What makes you think the requisition was sent to you by the mayor?— 

I think there was the corporation seal upon it. 

Examined by the Committee. 

2632. Have you been in the habit of retaining agents for registration, or any 
•other purpose in Sligo, since the election of 1848 ? — No, 1 think not. 

2633. None at all? — No. 

2634. Since the election of 1848, until the payments that you have Informed 
us you made, you have not disbursed any money in the town of Sligo ? — No. 

2635. None at all ? — Except what I subscribe to the newspaper. 

2636. Nothing else? — No. 

2637. Was this denunciation in the chapel on Sunday, before the election, 
after the service ? — I really do not know ; I should think it was ; I was not 
present; it was 10 days before the election, if not a fortnight; I was notin 
town, I was in London. 

2638. I understand that you were present? — No; it was the following 
Sunday that I was present; if what took place before I came was similar to 
that which I did hear, it would be that Dr. Phillipps went up into the pulpit with 
nothing more than a black cassock on, the same as a priest wears in a private 
house. 

Michael Gethin^ Esq., sworn ; Examined by Mr. Haddlestone. 

2639. WERE you Agent for Mr. Towneley at the last election ? — Yes. 

2640. His principal agent? — His conducting agent. 

2641. Had you also the co-operation of Mr. Walker? — Yes. 

2642. Had you been Mr. Towneley’s agent in the year 184S? — One of his 
agents. 

2643. Did you receive instructions from Mr. Towneley with reference to his 
election of 1852?'— Yes. 

2644. What were those instructions? — He instructed me generally, that I was 
to be his conducting agent at the election, and to guard against any illegalities, 
and to be prudent in the conduct of the election generally. 

2645. Were you careful during the election of 1852? — I think 1 was parti- 
cularly so. 

2646. We have heard something about this house in Mass-lane; were you in 
that house in Mass- lane during the election of 1852 ?-^I was not; and the first 
time T ever heard of my being there was in this room. 

2647. You mean when Michael Somers ventured to say that he thought he 
saw you there ?-^Yes. 

2648. Were you ever in that house? — About two years before the election the 
house was occupied by Dr. Phillipps, and I dined there once ; that is the only 
time I was ever in the house. 

2649. To whom does the house belong ? — Miss Matilda Doherty. 

600. L 4 2650. It 
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2650. It is not Father Phillipps’ ho-use then — No. 

2651. CommitteeT^ Is it a private house ? — It is a private house, unoccupied 
since the election, and long previously. 

2652. Not used at all ? — Not used at all. 

2653. M*** Huddlestone.'] Do you know anything at all about that house in 
Mass-lane? — Nothing whatsoever. 

2654. Had you anything to do with it? — Nothing whatsoever. 

2655. Did you pay anything towards it ? — Never. 

2656. We have heard from Mr. Towneley that you had certain money intrusted 
to you for the expenses of the election ? — Yes. 

2657. Have you expended the whole of that money? — No, not at the election- 
If I made out my election account there would be a balance in my hand in favour 
of Mr, Towneley ; a good many matters have taken place since, and if I followed- 
up my account there would be no balance in my hands. 

2658. You are agent in this inquiry ? — ^Yes. 

2659. With reference to the expenses of the election, there is a balance at: 
present ? — Of about 100 1 . I should say. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Jones. 

2f)6o. This house which has been called the treating- house, in Mass-lane, you 
say IS the property of Miss Doherty ? — Yes. 

2661. Miss Doherty is the daughter, I believe, of the man with whom Mr.. 
Towneley lodged r— Yes. 

2662. And where Mr. Stonor lodged ?— Yes. 

2663. And they are warm friends of Mr. Towneley ? — Yes. 

2664. Miss Doherty is to be paid, I suppose, for her house ? — I know nothing 
about it; I never spoke to her in all my life about it. 

2665. Do not you believe as a matter of fact that she will be paid for the 
house r — I cannot form the slightest possible belief on the subject. 

2666. Do you wish the Committee to understand that you cannot form the 
slightest possible belief whether she is to be paid for the house or not ? — I do not 
know what arrangement was made; I suppose if she can get money she will 
take it. 

2667* You suppose there was an arrangement ? — Perhaps there was. 

2668. You do not mean to tell the Committee that voters walked in there 
without some arrangement being made with this lady?— I know nothing about 
the house or the arrangement, 

2669. Did you know the bouse was there? — It has been there for the last 20 • 
years. 

2670. Yon admit the fact that the house is in Mass-lane ? — Yes, 

2671. Did you know it was there at the time of the election? — Of course, as- 
a house, I knew it was there. 

2672. Mr. J(nnes.~\ Was your office used as a tally-room on the polling-day? 

2673. About what time was it opened? — About a quarter before eight. 

2674. A little before, was it not ? — ^No. 

2675. Did some of the voters come up two-and-two? — I do not know what 
occurred before eight o’clock. At eight o’clock the court-house was opened ; I 
was the conducting agent ; there were three deputies, and three poll-clerks to be 

^ arranged with Mr. Graham that the tallies- were to go up, three on- 
each side. 1 went over to see the deputies sworn, and the poll-clerks sworn, and, 
also to see that the polling went on properly. I remained in court half an hour, 
and then 1 returned to my house. 

2676. Perhaps you might have explained it, by saying you were not there ? — I 

was not there the first half hour. j j b j 

^^ 77 * Did you sleep at your house that night? — No. 

office in the morning ? — About a quarter to 

2679- Did you find many people there ?— No. 

2680. Do you remember ’the man Somers coming with a lot of. them, two-and- 
two, up to your office r~No. . , 

““0 ’—I “Ot. 

office ^ office? — I saw him during the day at my 

2683. Early 
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2683. Early in tlie morning? — No. 

2684. Will you undertake to say he was not at your office before eight o’clock, 
with a number of men, marched to your office ?— Perliaps at lo minutes before 
eiglit o’clock he was there. 

2685. Was he ? — Probably he was. 

2686. What do you think ? — I believe he was. 

2687. How many did he come with ? — 1 do not know. 

2688. About how many did you find in your office at a quarter before eight 
o’clock? — At a quarter before eight o’clock? 

2689. Yes. — I made arrangements with two tally agents about making out the 
tallies, and then I went across to the court-house. 

2690. Who were they? — The tally agents? 

2691. Yes. — Mr. Bevan. 

2692. Who else? — Mr. a solicitor. 

2693. Do you rememljer the fact of seeing Mr. Michael Somers there? — I saw 
him there during the day. 

2694. Did you not see him before the polling commenced ? — I did not. 

2695. What time did you see him there? — I should say about 12 o’clock. 

2696. Did he come up with a batch of others? — He was polling when I saw 
him. 

2697. Did you see him poll? — No. 

2698. What was he doing when you saw him ? — A great number of them, after 
polling, returned again. 

2699. Where did you see him after he polled? — In my office. 

2700. I do not understand you to represent that he was not at your office before 
he polled ? — I did not see him. 

2701. M’’hen did you first see Mr. Stonor on the matter of this election ? — 
This last election ? 

2702. Yes, this very last ; try and remember; do you remember his coming 
over TO the dinner? — Yes. 

2703. You were at the dinner, probably? — Yes. 

2704. Did you hear him speak? — Yes. 

2705. Did he propose Mr. Towneley’s candidature at the dinner? — No. 

2706. What did he speak about? — Mr. Towneiey’s health was, I believe, pro- 
posed, and some supporters of his, and then Mr. Slonor was generally called upon 
to return thanks. 

2707. Did you consult with him about the coming election ? — Yes. 

2708. Did you show him the requisition ? — No. 

2709. Try and remember? — Certainly not. 

2710. Did he retain you ? — Never. 

271 1. Who did ? — Mr. Towneley. 

2711^. When ?— By letter. 

2713. When? — Previous to the election. 

2714. Long before? — I cannot tell you exactly. 

2715. About how long'; some months ; very early in the year? — No. 

2716. Try and remember; every attorney remembers a retainer, and counsel 
too, generally ; it is a fact you cannot forget? — I think about a fortnight before 
the election. 

2717. What ? — A fortnight before the election. • 

2718. Before Mr. Stonor came over to the dinner, or after r — After. 

2719. After he came over he retained you ? — Yes. 

2720. Where did Mr. Stonor slop whenhe first came over? — At Mr. Doherty’s 
house. 

2721. Did jou talk about the prospects of Mr. Tovineley at the last election? 



M. Gethin, Es(j» 



Did you tell him a favourable report? — I said we should win by 30 



2723. Did you canvass very much? — Not much. 

2724. A little? — Sometimes. 

2725. With whom chiefly ? — Mr. Towneley. 

2726. Mr. Stonor? — Perhaps I might. 

2727. Do not say “perhaps ’’?— I believe I did. 

2728. Have you any doubt about it ? — No doubt. 

2729. Have you the slightest? — Not the slightest. 

Coo. M 



2730. Have 
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2730. Have you a scintilla of doubt? — Not the slightest. 

2731. How often did you canvass with him? — With Mr. Stonor ? 

2732. Yes. — Twice or three times. 

2733' A. little more ? — No more. 

2734. Eh? — No more. 

2735* Who did you canvass with chiefly? — Mr. Towneley. 

2736. Bid you canvass with Priest Phillipps ? — Yes. 

2-37. How often ?— Two or three times; I did not go with him much on tlie 
canvass, 

2738. Had he a committee-room ?— No. 

2739- Wliere used you to make up your votes after the canvass ?— At Mr. 
Doherty’s. 

2740. Was that at Mr. Towneley’s own lodgings ? — Yes. 

2741. You made up the books in Mr. Towneley’s room? — Yes. 

2742. Was Mr. Stonor present ? — Very often. 

2743. Very seldom absent ?— Seldom absent. 

2744. Did be go over the books with you ?— Not often ; Mr. Strickland almost 
always went over the books. 

274,5. Never mind Mr. Strickland ; did Mr. Stonor go over the canvassing 
books with you after your canvass, in Mr. Towneley’s lodgings, or did he turn his 
head on one side and look out of the window ? — No, 

2746. Did they go over it with you ?— Not exactly with me ; Mr. Strickland 
and I went over it; Mr. Stonor now and then came up, and certainly we told him 
the result of the canvass. 

2747. Did not you report every day to him the result of the canvass?— 1 do not 
think we did. 

2748. Will you swear you did not?— I will. 

2749. How often did you report the result of the canvass ?— Two or three 



2750. Two or three times in the whole election ? Yes. 

2751. When you were making up the books ?— -Yes. 

pofp— I did ° ‘■'ffogeraent with the mayor for the declaration of the 

2753. And Mr. Stonor? — Never. 

2754. You have heard Mr. Coffey’s examination ?— Yes 

were makllfu 

wafnot was made for the declaration of the poll?— I 



27.57- V ho did that? — The mayor. 

polf?— i did'° "''‘l' *e mayor for the declaration of the 

2759- With Mr. Stonor ’—Never. 

2760. Was he present ? — Never, 

2761. You have heard Mr. Coffey teU us of an interview when Mr. Stonor 
was there ? — I was present at one such interview. 

2762. Were you present with the assessor ?— Yes. 

2763. You know the man O’Dowd?— I do. 

2764. Did you accompany Mr. Phillipps to O’Dowd’s house ’—I did not 
2705. I ou remember that ? — Ido. 

2766. Mr. Phillipps is here? — Yes. 

^767- Have you kept him here.? — He is here. 

2798. Have 3'ou kept him here ?— I told him to remain here. 

1,1’ ?— Until the end of the inquiry, 

he stopping here at the expense of the Sitting Member?— I believe 

2771 . Is Mr. O’Gara here at your expense ?— He is. 

2772. Any other priest? — No others 

'"'•’’to ?-I do not know. 

2774. Eh? — 1 do not know. 

vlli’ How"l lust ?-Three or four days before he left SUgo. 

Ill:' '"6“ that ’-About five weeks ago. 

2v77, Where has he gone?— Ido not know. 



V — . — X uu not Know. 

2778. Vou saw him three or four days before he left ?— Yes. 
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2779. Where ? — In his own house. 

2780. What took you there ? — I cannot say. 

2781. You cannot say ? — Yes, I recollect ; I met him outside the door, and 
he brought me in to show me a small pony that he has, 

2782. Was he just going to ride off? — I am fond of a horse, and he wanted 
my judgment. 

2783. Was the pony saddled and bridled? — No. 

2784. You have never seen him since ? — No. 

2785. Where is the pony ? — I do not know. 

2786. He called you in “promiscuously,” as we call it, to show you the 
pony ? — Yes. 

2787. He was not saddled and bridled r — No. 

2788. You have not seen him since ? — No. 

2789. Has it occurred to you to know where Priest White is? — No ; a great 
many inquiries were made for him. 

2790. Has the pony gone too ? — I saw a servant boy ride the pony. 

2791. Were you going to buy the pony ? — No. 

2792. What made him take you into his house before he started ?~I am fond 
of a horse, and he wished to have my opinion of the pony. 

2793. Priest White wanted your opinion of the pony ? — Yes. 

2794 ‘ How long had he had this pony? — I should say five or six weeks, or 
two months. 

2795. Where had he bought him? — I do not know. 

2796. Since the election had he bought him? — Yes. 

2797. Had he the pony before ? — He had. 

2798. What! a pony ? — Yes. 

2799. You have never heard of him since at all, and do not know where he 
has gone ? — No. 

2800. You have not the least notion where he is? — No; I will tell you what 
I heard. 

2807. Tell us anything you like? — The rumour I heard is, that a chapel is to 
be attached to a convent in Sligo, and that he has gone on a tour, authorised by 
the bishop, to make collections for the Chapel. 

2802. Where to r — I do not know. 

2803. Had you served your warrants at the lime you saw him ?■ — No. 

2804. You knew that warrants had been served upon the witnesses long before 
that, in Sligo ? — Yes. 

2805. Had he got a warrant?— I do not know. 

2806. He told you, did he not ? — Never. I never spoke to him about a war- 
rant in my life. 

2807. Did Priest White canvass with you? — Never. I never saw him 
canvass. 

2808. Priest Quinn ? — 1 never saw Priest Quinn canvass. 

2809. You know this house in Mass-lane ? — I do. 

2810. Very well? — Very well. 

2811. What do you suppose was paid for all this eating and drinking ? — I 
cannot say. 

281 2. You have not the slightest notion r — Not the slightest. 

2813. You are quite sure about that ? — Yes. 

2814. Did you hear of it ? — Of the house ? 

2815. Yes ; and the eating and drinking ? — Yes, since the election. 

281 6. At what time did you hear of it ?— Not for seven or eight days after the 
election. 

2817. You never heard that they came direct from there to your office ? — No. 

2818. Where did you imagine they came from? — In batches from different 
parts of the town. In the different streets they collected together, and came in 
batches. 

2819. Have you given Mr. Towneley your accounts of the expenses ? — No. 

2820. Where are they ? — They are at home in Sligo. 

2821. You have not' brought them? — No; I did not expect to be examined 
at all. 

2822. Have you made out any account ? — No ; I have no objection to give it 
in round numbers ; I have no objection to enter into my accounts. 

600. M 2 2823. Are 
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2823. Are there any accounts in existence ? — Certainly. 

2824. There are: — Certainly. 

2825. Have yon rendered any account to Mr. Towneley? — No; it is an open 
account. 

2826. Has he paid all the expenses or not ? — The election expenses ? 

2827. Yes. — Yes. 

2828. The incidental expenses of the election? — Yes. 

2829. Everything ? — No ; the mayor, as the returning officer, is not paid yet. 

2830. How much is that ? — I should say that he ought to get .50 /. 

2831. Why have 5'ou not paid the mayor? — There is some difficulty about the 
law of the case. The law of the case entitles him only to 38 1., and he will not 
take 38 and he thinks he is entitled to 50/., which was the sum Mr. Somers 
gave him. 

2832. How have you spent the money ?— I have no objection to enter into 

the account. There are my own fees, 100 ; advertisements, 100 ; I paid for 

printing 65 L, and 20 if. for printing. 

2S33. That is, 20 more? — Yes. Posting, 46/. 

2834. Do you mean about the town of Sligo ? — I sent with four post-horses 
to Mr. Towneley, and with four post-horses to Sir Robert Gorebooth and the 
neighbouring gentry, and there was a bill of 46 /. 

2835. Sir Robert Gorebooth voted for Mr. Somers ? — Yes ; but he was can- 
vassed for Towneley. 

2S36. You have not a scrap of paper containing any account? — No ; but I 
will make out an account and hand it in. The 100 1. for advertisements which 
I mentioned is a mistake. My own fee, 100 printing, 65 /. ; printing, 20 1 . ; 
Mr. Verdon, 50 1. Mr. Stonor, 50 1 . ; posting, 46 1. ; posting, 20 1. 

2837. £.700 you received from Mr. Towneley? — £.650. 

2838. What did you pay the mayor 50/. for? — He is claiming 50 and I 
think he is only entitiecl to 38 I, 

2839. What have you spent; have you spent 650?.?— No; I spent about 

5271.0x5301. ^ 

2840. You have got the other in hand ? — Yes. 

2841. Do you bank anywhere? — No. 

2842. Have you got the money in a tin case ? — 1 have. 

2843. Do you mean that? — Yes. 

2844. A portion of this 650?., — the actual money, — vou have got in a tin 
case ? — Safe in rny house. 

2845. In a tin case?-— Yes. 

2846. Have you got your own 100/. ? — Yes. 

2847. What is Mr. iStonor's sot. for?— £.50, I think, he is entitled to as 
advising counsel, which I did not pay. 

2848. What have you paid Mr. .Stonor 50/. for?— I have paid him nothing. 

2849. I nen It IS to be apportioned ? — Yes. 

2850. You are to pay Mr. Stonor 50/. ? — If he claims it. 

2851. Do you mean seriously, upon your oath, to state before this Committee 
th^you are holding 50/. for Mr. Stonor, as advising counsel of Mr. Towneley? 



2852. What did you put it down for? — If he claims 50Z. 

2S53. What do you mean by putting down 50 L for Mr. Stonor. Be a little 
cautious about this ; do you mean to represent, upon your oath, that Mr. Stonor 
claims 50/. r— No. 

2854. Then strike it out? — Very well. 

according to that, you have got the money in your pocket? — Yes. 

2850. nave you paid a farthing? — 

2857. Committee.] Let us know what you have paid, and then let us know 

what the claims are upon you, and let us have them distinctly? — Those which I 
have paid are ticked off. ^ 

2858. Mr. James.] You have paid yourself 100/. ? — Yes 
’Printing, 652. ; to whom ?— £. 65 to Verdon. 

,'28&6. Does that include the 50/.— No. 

afvearjou paid him 65I, for printing, beyond the 50I. r— Yes. 

28b2. Have you got his receipt ?- Yes 

2863. PTOtiag, not, >— Yes, to Mr. Gilmore. 

2864. Have you got his receipt?— Yes. 
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^865. Posting, ^6/.? — Yes. 

2866. Posting, 20Z. — Yes. 

2867. What do you mean by 46/. for posting? — To Kilbride. 

2868. What is the other 20I posting? — The other 20?. should be 30/. to 
Gearn. 



2869. Is Gearn paid? — Not altogether. 

2870. Have you paid Gearn 30?. ?— Y'es. 

2871. Explain what you mean by the posting? — Kilbride’s account is altogether 
made up of a bill that he had against Mr. Towneley for posting, with four horses 
about the town, and going 20 miles and back to Boyle, and riding towards Eunis- 
kill( n, and he furnished me with his account. 

2872. You mean to say that you have paid that amount for Mr. Towneley, 
and that Mr. Towneley did not pay his own posting? — I paid it to Kilbride. 

2873. What is it for? — Mr. Towneley’s posting; Mr. Towneley’s travelling 
expenses. 

2874. Committee.'] Fifty Irish miles? — I sent four horses to Boyle for him, 
that is 20 miles from Sligo and 20 miles back ; he visited different gentlemen, 
and this is the posting bill. 

2875. Mr. James.] Legal expenses, 100/.; how much have you paid of that? 
— I paid the agents only 61 . 10 s. each, up to the present time. 

2876. What agents? — The booth agents. 

2877. What do you mean by legal expenses, 100 1 ., which you have ticked off 
as paid ? — I did not pay it. 

2878. You told me to deduct it as actually paid :--I am to strike out all about 
61 . 10s.; under the Act I conceive they are’not entitled to more than 61 . \os.; 
there is some question about it. 

2879. What have you actually paid of the 100/. which you have talked of as 
paid ? — £. 32. 10 

2880. Do you mean to represent that you have got in your possession 
353/. 10s.? — I have. 

28S1. Exclusive of your own 100 1 . ? — Yes. 

2882. Have you taken the benefit of the Insolvent Act since the election. ? — 
Yes. Allow me to explain; I joined the Sligo and Shannon Railway; it was wound 
up under the Winding-up Act, and I was sued for a sum of 60 1 .; I also put my 
name on a hill for a relative, who went to America, and I was made accountable 
for that ; I was pressed by both these obligations, and I took the benefit of the 
Insolvent Act. 

2883. Was that since the election ?— Before the election. 

2884. Was it not since the election ? — No, before the election. 

2885. How long before?— I should say four or five months before the 
election. 

2886. You did not pay your creditors a dividend r — I paid all the debts I 



owed, myself. 

28S7. Do you mean to represent that there were any assets at all under 
your estate ?— No. 

2888. Then how could your creditors be paid ? — Since then ? 

2889. Yes. — Other money has come into my hands. 

2890. Have you paid your creditors since ?— 1 have paid all I received consi- 
deration for; my detaining creditor was my landlord; I paid him in cash ; I 
paid every debt 1 owed, myself, and that I received any consideration for. 

2891. Do I understand you to state to this Committee that you have got of 
the nioney you received from Mr. Towneley 350 /. 10 in your possession?-— 
'Certainly. 

2S92. iVnd you have had it for 11 months ?— Certainly. 

2803. You swear that? — Ido. _ ^ 

2804. Why have you not paid the expenses VVhich expenses . 

280'; Why have you not paid Mr. Stouor?— He did not claim it. 

■ 2896! Why have you not paid Mr. Verdon?— He and I are disputin^bout 

the amount. .... , 1 • , • 

‘^80“' What for ii months? — Yes ; he is claiming 50 L, which is the amount 
he'eot’from Mr. Somers; I say that in law he is only entitled to 38 1 ., and 
Mr. Verdon is waiting until the issue of this petition, to see whether I will pay 

“eoo. -3 =898. You 
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M. Gethin,'E.f([. 2898. You have got that money now, and have had that identical money in 

your possession ever since ?— Yes. 

3 June 1853. 2899. You swear that? — Yes. 

2900. Where do you keep it? — In a safe in my bedroom. 

2901. That you mean to represent to the Committee? — Yes. 

2902. And you have not paid the bills ? — What bills ? 

2903. Why have you not returned the balance to Mr. Towneley ? This 

petition is still going on, and he was threatened with a petition on the day of 
nomination, and threatened after his return. 

2904. Do I understand that you have kept it in hand for the petition ?— 1 have 
kept Mr. Towneley’s account an open account. 

2905. Do you mean to tell the Committee that it remained in your hands for 
the petition ? — For any legal expenses that may be incurred. 

2906. Have you had the bills for the election ; have you paid all the claims of 
the election ? — I paid all that I conceived were proper. 

2907. Are Mr. Towneley’s bills discharged, and have you got a balance of 
353 k 10^. in a box in your bedroom ?— If they were exactly discharged I should 
have a balance of not more than 1 loL 

2908. Are they subject to that ?— They are subject to that. 

2909. And you have never paid them up to this moment?— No. 

2910. And you have got that money in your box in your bedroom? — Certainly. 

[The Witness delivered in the following document .•] 

£. 

100 V' 

65 

20 v” 

50 
60 

46 v/ 

20 v' 

361 

T 1 £. 8 . 

Legal expenses . - - 100 ^ 32 10 

460 

Advertising placards - - - 10 

470 j 
SO 

450 



Fee 

Pi'intiug 

Printing 

Verdon 

Stonor - 

Posting 

Posting 



6 10 
6 10 
6 10 
6 10 
6 10 



291 Comndttee.'l What is the total amount of the claims upon you on 
account of the election of 1852 at this moment ?~Mr. Verdon, 50 f, : feral 
expenses about yol. ^ 

2912. Let us know what they are f — There isfif, loj. to the booth asents, 

2913. Booth clerks?— Yes. ° , 

2914. How much for the booth clerks r— £. 6. lOs. each. 

2915. How many? — Five. 

2916. What else ? — Do you mean the undischarged items 'f 

V«don, sorfb^ moment?-Mr. 

Slira'Lrti^r* 5 '“" account of the 
forint ^ Or, 1?/® moment ?-There is an item which I 

tiolfsenfS there were at least 1 ,000 appliea- 

to check them and * °™eley. Mr. Towneley sent all those applications to me 
to check them, and to see that no person who was an electorf or connected in 

any 
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any way with the election, got any money. I checked them all. Some of them 
were respectable people at one time, who had been reduced, and some were in 
very humble circumstances, and I paid 137!. after the election out of this sum 
of money. I had of Mr. Towneley after the election about r 1 0 1 . I have in mv 
box at present about 350?. '' 

2919. Tell me the amount of the different claims which have been sent in ?— 
1 can only gwe a rough guess. Five, 13?. los. ; sol. for Mr. Verdon as returninv 
oflicer ; gl. for posting, and 12 1 , for posting. That is all I can remember. 

2920. Are those all the claims upon you ?— All that I can recollect. 

2921. You cannot say there are not others ? — No. 

2922. Do you believe there are others ?— I believe there are. 

2923. With reference to your belief, what others do you think there are ?— I 
am sure there are more items. 



2924. You say you believe there are more items ; I want to know to what 
your belief is directed ; what sort of claims ? — I cannot recollect. 

2925. Explain what this pile of claims was, sent in to you as Mr. Towneley 
was leaving Sligo ?~A great number of poor people sent in applications, hoping 
that he would give them some relief after his return. 

2926. You mean in charitable donations ? — Yes. 

2927. How many ofthese applications were there ?— T really think there were 
from 800 to 1,000. 

2928. Do you mean 800 to 1,000 claims on the candidate as begging-letters 



2929. How many of those came from voters ? — Not one. 

2930. None from voters?— None 

2931. All from poor people, not voters r~Yes ; they were piled to the teight 
of this table. 

2932. You looked over those on the part of Mr. Towneley to ascertain that 
there was no risk ? — I looked over them for three days. 



Gethin, 

2 June 1853. 



Re-examined by Mr. Slade. 

^ 933 - f^id you pay them? — I paid away 137 b; I did not pay the entire. 

2934. You say you have not brought any accounts ? — No. 

2935- Had you any idea when you left Sligo that you would be examined ? — 
Not the smallest. 

293^- You say you have been in the habit, and do now, keep your money in 
a box ? — Yes. 

2937. To the best of your recollection, is the sum which you have got there 
between 350 1. and 400 1. ? — Yes. 

2938. To the best of your recollection ? — Yes. 

2939. Is that sum of money available for the expenses of Mr. Towneley ’s 
election ? — Yes. 

2940. How much of that, do you think, belongs to yourself? — The balance 
from 110/. 

2941. Then do you think you have no more claims outstanding, except Mr. 
Verdon and Mr. Stonor ? — Yes ; I do not know any others, at present. 

3942. Did you pay Mr. Stonor’s lodging? — £ 50. 

2943. Whom did you pay that to? — Doherty. I am sure if I had an 
hour to turn my accounts over in my mind, I should satisfy the Committee that 
what I am stating is quite correct. 

2944. Was there any posting to the bishop, or with the bishop, to Boyle? — 
The bishop posted into Sligo from Boyle. 

294,5. Did you pay for that ? — I think that is included in Kilbride’s account. 

2946. The “ placards,” you say, “ 10 r — I put them down at to 1., but it 

may be 8 ^ or 1 2 

2947. You have not paid it ? — Yes ; 1 paid that in 2 and 3 and i Z. ; I had 
different persons employed, announcing the state of the poll, and putting up 
placards at the corners of the streets and I paid those persons. I only put it 
at a rough guess at 10/, 

2 940. Previous to the election youhad the misfortune to get into difficulties ? — Y es. 

2949. Having put your name to a bill for a relative? — Yes. 

2950. Was that the origin of it? — Yes; for Mr. John Hart; it was long 
previous to the election. 

600. M4 2951. What 
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96 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE taken lefore SELECT COMMITTEE 

2951 . What got you into difficulties ? — I put my name to a bill ; I was pressed 
for payment of the money, and 1 had no money to pay with ; I thought tlie best 
way was to take the benefit of the Insolvent Act, and afterwards pay my just- 
debts. 

2952. Did you, out of your own earnings, pay all you were morally liable to 
pay ? — ^Twenty shillings in the pound. 

2953. This house in Mass-lane, you say, with the exception of dining there once, 
when' it was in the occupation of Dr. Phillipps, you never set your foot in. Is 
that the truth, upon your oath ? — Certainly. It is alleged that I was there that 
night; I was not there. Some witnesses were brought over for other purposes 
from Ireland, and I have no doubt that five or six of them will corroborate my 
testimony on the point. I can name them. 



Examined by the Committee- 

2954. Have you had any claims upon you on account of the expenditure for 
the provisions consumed in Mass-lane? — Never. 

2955. None at all?— -Never. 

2956. Have you had any claims of a similar character.? — No. 

2957. None whatever? — None. Mr. Towmeley stated that he gave every 
publicity to a statement that he would not be a party to anything illegal 

2958. Did I understand you to say, that you were no party to sending away 
Priest White ? — I was not at all. I am quite sure that if I had half an hour L 
would show you proper accounts. 

[Adjourned till Twelve o’clock To-morrow. 



Veneris, 3 “ die Junii, 1853 . 



MEMBliRS PRESENT. 

Right Hoc. Sir Edward Filiuer. \ Mr. Hindley. 

Mr. Divelt. I Mr. Evelyn. 

Mr. Portinan. t 

E. DIVETT, Esq. in the Chair. 



Mr. Siade was heard to sum up the evidence on the part of the Sitting: 
Member. 

Mr. Edwin James was heard in reply. 

Counsel and Parties were ordered to withdraw. 

The Committee deliberated. 

Counsel and Parties were called in, and informed by the Chahmian that 
the Committee had come to the following Resolutions : 

1st. “ Ihat Charles Towneley, Esq. was not duly elected aburgess to serve 
in the present Parliament for the Borough of Sligo. 

2 . “ That the said election was a void election. 

3 . ‘‘That the said Charles Towneley, Esq. was, by his agents, guilty of 
bribery and treating at the last election for the Borough of Sligo. 

4 . That it was not proved to this Committee that the said acts of bribery 
and treating were known to or sanctioned by the said Charles Towneley. 

5 . “ Thafe- 
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Jeremiah Joyce O’Donovan, an Alderman of 
the Borough of Sligo, was bribed by the promise of payment of' 103 1 beine 
a portion of an outstanding election account, to forbear giving his vote® 

luring tteSfon absented himself 

6. “ That the influence of the Homan-catholic priests was exercised- in a 
manner inconsistent with their duty as ministers of religion, and destructive 
01 ireedom of choice on the part of the voters.” 



The Ghaiman further stated, that with respect to Mr. Towneley the Com- 
mittee deeply regretted that a gentleman of such high respectability and 

character should have put himself into such bad hands. 

Mr. Slade then stated he was entitled to go into the case of recrimi- 
nation. 



the case of reciimination could not be eone into 
after the decision of the Committee ; that the other side had taken their 
chance of the result being in their favour, and now that it had turned out 
otherwise, they, for the first time, intimate their intention of going into 
recrimination. ® 

The Chairman stated that all be could do was to go to the Speaker and 
his Counsel, and consult them upon the point, which he would do at 
once. 

The Chairman then retired for a short time, and on his return inquired of 
Mr. Slade if he could cite any precedent upon this particular point, namely, 
where the case had been concluded, and the decision of the Committee had 
been given, the parties were allowed to go into the case of recrimination. 

Mr. Huddlestons stated that this very question had been decided by the 
Peterborough Election Committee, where it Was ' proposed, on behalf of the 
Sitting Member, in the cross-examination of witnesses, to recriminate on 
behalf of the petitioners. 

The Chairman inquired whether Mr. Huddlestoae could cite a case where 
it had been done after the verdict of the Committee ; that in the Peterborough 
Election Committee the decision had not yet been given, but where the 
verdict of the Committee was given, he always considered that the matter 
was concluded. 

Mr. Edwin James stated that it had always been so considered, and that 
in the Peterborough Election Committee distinct notice had been given. 

Mr. Huddlestone stated that in the Peterborough Election Committee it 
had been intimated by the Chairman that the proper time was after the 
case had been concluded. 

The Chairman stated that if Mr. Huddlestone could cite an authority 
in support of his view of the case, he would be prepared to consider it. 

Mr. Huddlestone stated that he was prepared to say there was no ease 
on record in which the Committee had refused to hear recriminating 
evidence after tlie decision. 

After some further discussion. Counsel and Parties were ordered to 
withdraw. 



After a short time, Counsel and Parties were again called in and informed 
by the Chairman that, to obviate any possible mistake in this matter, they 
would adjourn till u o’clock to-morrow. 



[Adjourned till To-morrow, at Eleven o’clock. 



600. 



N 



3 June 1853. 
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Sahhati, 4“ die Junii, 1853. 



MEMBERS PRESENT. 

Tlie Right Hoii, Sir Edward Fiimer. I Mr. Portman. 

Mr. Divett. Mr. Evelyn. 

Mr. llindley. j 



E. DIVETT, Esq., in the Chair. 



The Chairman stated tliat the Coramittee were prepared to hear any 
objections that might be urged by the Counsel for the Petitioners against 
the application made on behalf of the Sitting Member to give recriminatory 
evidence. 

Mr. Blade stated that he had considered the matter, and felt that the 
rights of the party for whom he appeared would remain precisely the same 
■with respect to Mr. Somers coming forward upon any future occasion 
whether he took the opinion of this Committee or not ; that he therefore 
left the Committee, and, though not exactly satisfied with its decision, he 
felt extremely grateful for the attention which it had given to the case. 

The Chairman stated that he would report the Resolutions to which the 
Committee had come to The House on Monday next. 
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INDEX. 



In this Index the Figures following the Names of the Witnesses refer to the Questions 
of the Evidence, and those following Ev. p. to Page thereof.] 



ABDUCTION of Voters. On the Monday night previous to the election witness was 
fetched from iiis home by Priest Quinn and Mr. Stonor, and taken to Stigo, wlu-re he 
was lodged xintil the polling flay; this was to prevent his being taken away by Mr. 
Somers’s party ; witness remained at Sligo quite willingly, and voted for Mr. Towneiey of 

his own accord, O’Connor ^70-765 Circumstance of witness having voluntanly 

accompanied the Rev. Mr. White to a bouse in Mass-lane, where some of Mr. Towneley’s 
voters were assembled ; bis wife was anxious that he should go there, as she had heard 
that otherwise he and some others would have been forcibly taken away by the party of 
Mr. Somers, Drum 1886-192^1. 



Accounts. Non-production by witness (as agent for Towneiey), of his accounts of the 
expenses; he did not expect to be examined, Gethin 2819-2824. 2934, 2935. 
296 ^* 

Agents. Witness acted as agent to Mr. Somers at the election of 1852, Graham 114, 115 

Evidence to the effect that Mr. Stonor and Mr. Michael Gethin were the agents for 

Mr. Towneiey, ib. 1 16-1 23. 1925 et seq. Witness was not engaged as agent for Mr. 

Somers, but rendered him all the service in his power, M'Ternan 414-422 Implicit 

directi, ns given by witness to Mr. Gethin and others to dbcountenance all illegal Acts, 
Towneiey 2286— —Witness was instructed by Mr. Towneiey to guard against any illeo-ali- 

ties, and to be prudent in ilie general conductor the election, Gethin 2643-2645 ftem 

of 110/. adverted to, as having been paid to witness as retained agent on behalf of Mr. 
Towneiey, ib. 2836. 2910. 

iSee also Stonor, Mr. Towneiey, Charles. Walker, Mr. 

Allen, WUliam. (Analj^sis of his Evidence.)— Late town-clerk for Sligo, 2215, 2216 

Peacable character of the election of 1852; there was no violence exercised towards the 

persons or property of any of the voters, 2217-2224.2251 Active part taken by 

witness on behalf of Mr. Towneiey at the late and at former elections ; denial of the 
charge that on a former occasion he acted improperly with respect to the poll-books of 
which he had the care, 2225-2255. 



Altar Denunciations. Paniculars as to the Rev. Dr. Phillipps having denounced witness 
from the altar of the chapel of Slisco, and consigned all the electors who supported him 

to hell, and all who supported Mr. Towneiey to heaven, J. P. Somers 269-279 

Deimticiaiion of Mr. Somers’s public conduct by the Rev. Mr. Phillipps from the altar • 
nothing was said against those who might support him atihe election-, Feeney 1747-1757 
—-Remark of the Rev. Mr. Phillipps in his chapel on the Sunday before the election 

with respect to the coiuending parties in the contest, Brennan 1878-1881 Witness 

was not present when the Rev. Mr. Phillipps denounced from the altar Mr. Somers’s 
^blic character, nor is he aware that be used any undue influence at the election 
Towneiey 2520-2529. 2596-2599. 2637, 2638. ’ 



Assaults. Particulars relative to witness and his friends having been impeded in their 
canvass; assault committed on them by an armed mob, employed by Mr Towneiey in 

Market-streel, J P SomerJ304-3l3 328-337 Punher i-eferenoe to the assaolts 

committed by the bludgeon-men of Mr. i’ownley on witness’s friends, one of whom they 

killed, 26. 360 ^Particulars as to a riot in Market-street by a party of bludoeon- 

men, m -which witness and other (riemls of Mr. Somers, who were canvassing, were 
violcnaj. assaulted, McTeman 383-390 Violent treaiment of witness by the liiob on 



Assessor {Pollxng-hootlis). Appointment of witness as assessor by the mavor ; at an olBcial 
interview between them, Mr Stonor, Mr. Towneley’s counsel, happened to be preset 
Co]f]y sTei-ST'”' ■™"SenSnts for ihe e?eclion. 
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Report, 1852-53 — cotitinued. 



B. 

J-egging Letters. Itnmeuse number of charitable applications to Mr. Towneley after the 
election from non-voters ; 137 1. were paid away on this score, Gethin 2918-2933. 

Begley, Patrick. This voter promised to vote for Mr. Somers, bat polled for Mr. Towneley, 
Graham 1946-1948. 

Bludgeon-men. Proposal made to witness for the employment of bludgeon-men at the last 
eleciion, which he rejected, in consequence of which they went over to Mr. Towneley, 
J. P, Somers 338-360. " ■—■See also Assaults. 

Brennan, Edward. (Analysis of his Evidence.)— Circumstance of John Haegarty having 
removed a piano from the house of Patrick O'Brien on the day before the pmling j witness 

cannot say what it was worth, 1864-1872 Witness saw some tea and sugar, but 

neither meat nor drink, taken to the house in Mass-lane, where some of Mr. Towneley’s 

voters were, 1873-1877 Remark of the Rev. Mr. Phillipps in his chapel on the 

Sunday before the election, with respect to the contending parties in the contest, 1878- 
1881. 

Brennan, James. This voter promised to support Mr, Somers, but afterwards refused to do 
so, Graham 1940-1945. 

Bribery : 

1. Generally. 

2. Jeremiah Joyce O' Donovan. 

1. Generally', 

Particulars as to witness having been canvassed for hiswote by Thomas Smith, who 
promised to obtain him a receipt tor three half years’ rent due by him, provided he would 
vote for Mr. Somers; witness acquainted Mr.Towneley’s party with this attempt to bribe 

him, O'Connor 778-811 Circumstance of ihe Rev. Mr. White having told witness 

that he would be compensated if he voted for Mr. Towneley, M. Somers 831-840, 1175- 

1184. 1 ^ 95 Promise given to witness by certain parties that he would be compensated 

for voting for Mr. Towneley; the sum of 20 Z. or 23/. was named by John Burns and 

James Ward, ib. 1175-1196 On Monday, before the election, Tom Ward offered 

witness \"jl. to vote for Mr. Towneley, wliicli he declined to do; this promise did not 
influence his vote, Cawley 1479-1491. 1687-1709. 

Resolutions of the Committee, viz., that Charles Towneley was, by his agents, guils.y of 

bribery, Ev. v. 96 That it was not proved that the said acts of bribery were known to 

or sanctioned by the said C. Towneley, ib. 

2. Jeremiah Joyce O'Donovam 

During ihe election of 1848, witness expended a large sum of money for Mr. Towneley, 

of which a balance of 103 1. still remains due, O'Donovan 70-81 Witness has made 

repeated applications to Mr. Towneley, and others, for the amount due to him ; in May 
1852, he wrote to Mr. Towneley; reply received by him produced and read, ib. 82-99 

Letter from Mr. H. Stonor to witness, dated 3 August 1848, with reference to the 

expenditure incurred by him at the election of 1848, ih. 107 Letter from Mr. Towneley 

to witness, dated 26 July 1851, in reply to witness’s application for the balance of his 

account, ib. 161, l6a Evidence with respect to witness having absented himself from 

Sligo at the time of the election, and abstained from voting for Mr. Somers in conse- 
quence of his havitig been promised by Mr. Towneley’s friends the payment of the 
balance of his old account, provided he would not vote against Mr. Towneley, ib. 198- 

227. 246-261 Several ot Mr. Towneley’s friends sympathised with witness, and said 

they would not vote for him until witness was paid the balance of his account, ib. 220- 
227. 234-240. 

Promise made to witness by Mr. O’Donovan of his vote at the election, J. P. Somers 

298, 299 Circumstance of Mr. Stonor having paid 1 00 1. to Mr. Alderman O’Donovan, 

out of witness’s funds, on account of a former claim against him; explanation on this 

point, I'owneley 2366-2387. 2622-2629 Resolution of the Committee that J. J. 

O’Donovan, alderman of Sligo, was bribed by the promise of payment of 103 L, a por- 
tion of an outstanding election account, to forbear giving his vote, which he promised to 
Mr. Somers; and in consequence absented himself'during the election, Ev.p. 97. 

Brown, Dr. Failure of the attempt to serve Dr. Brown with the warrant, Graham. 1224- 
1226. 

Burton, Fitzwilliam. See Landlords. 

6 oo— I. A 2 
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Report, 1852-53 — continued. 



Canvass of Electors. Mr. Towaeley was invariably accompanied by Mr. Stonor and the 

Rev. Mr. Phillipps during bis canvass, J. P. Somers 302, 303 Witness frequently 

saw Mr. Towneley out canvassing, and be was always accompanied by Mr. Stonor and 

the Roman Catholic priests, generally, SPTernan 364-371 Manner in which the 

canvass of witness was conducted, Towneley 2287-2291 . 2459-2473. 

See also Assaults. 

Car-hire, During the last election witness let cars to Mr, Towneley’s party; these were 
paid for by Mr. Gethinj witness never saw Mr. Stonor on the subject, Kilbride 128- 
160. 

Cavsleyt James. (Analysis of his Evidence.)— -Voted for Mr. Towneley ; had previously 

promised to support Mr. Somers, 1475-1477‘ On Monday before tlie election Tom 

Ward offered witness 17 Z. to vote for Mr, Townejey, which he declined to do; this pro- 
mise did not influence his vote, 1479-1491. 1687-1709 — — Particuhirs as to witness 
having been subsequently made drunk by Ward and others, and taken to different houses, 
where he and other voters were detained and treated, and whence he was brought on the 

polling morning to vote for Mr. Towneley, 1492, et seq, Mr. Gethin was at the house 

in Mass-lane, where witness spent either the Monday or Tuesday night, 1517-1519. 
1562-1617. 1660 — —The fear of violent treatment alone induced witness to vote few 
Mr. Towneley; he always supported Mr. Somers at former elections, 1536-1538. 1646- 

1659. 1685-1732 Denial by witness that he ever actually promised Mr. Towneley his 

support, or that he signed any requisition to him to come forward as a candidate, 1618- 

1645. 1676-1682 Witness has not had any communication wiih Captain Barrett in 

reference to the election, nor has he been promised any work by him, 1669-1675. 

Chrystalt John. This voter polled for Mr. Towneley, though he promised to support Mr. 
Somers, Graham 1951, 1952. 

Coffey, James. (Analysis of his Evidence.) — Barrister at law; was assessor at thu Sligo 

election, 2101-2105 ^There were three polling-bootha, all under the same building, 

and the voters had every opportunity of going to the poll without obstruction, and were 

not interfered with in anyway, 2106-2116.2128-2142 Slight interrupiion to ihe 

poll on ihe occasion of an altercation between Mr. Somers and the mayor, the former 
having complained of personal ill-treatment from the mob, and of want of opportuniiy to 

poll his voters, 2117-2120 Circumstance of witness having taken the vote of a man 

about, whom there was a contention between both parties, the one declaring that he 
was not a free agent in the matter, 2121-2127. 

The Rev. Mr. Phillipps, Roman Catholic priest, was directed by witness towiihdiaw 
from too close a proximity to the voters on polling, as tlie agents of Mr. Somers stated 

that he influenced their votes, 2143-2154. 2160 Witness has no recollection of the 

presence of the Rev. Mr. 0 ‘Gara at the booths, 2155-2158 Appointment of witness 

as assessor by the mayor; at an official interview between them, Mr. Stonor, Mr. 
Towneley’s counsel, happened to be present, but did not communicate with them in any 

way about the arrangements for the election, 2161-2184 Active pan taken by Mr. 

Stonor on the polling clay ; there was no undue interference on his part on the decla- 
ration of the poll, 2185-2214. 

Compulsory Voting. Particulars as to witness having been taken by the Rev. Mr. White 
to a certain house in Mass-lane, where several of Mr. Towneley’s voters were being 
treated, and where he was detained against his will on the night before the election, and 
afterwards brought from thence on the polling morning with several others to vote for 

Mr. Towneley. M. Somers 841-1032. 1099-1160. 1197-1200 Explanation as to 

witness having signed a requisition to Mr. Towneley to come forward as a candidate, ih. 

1033“^^43 Reference to the voter Michael Somers having been forcibly polled by 

Mr. Townelev’s party, Graham 1932-1935. 5 ee also Intimidation. 

Conduct of the Eleclion. Peaceable character of the election ; there was no violence ex- 
ercised towards the persons or property of any of the voters, A//e« 2217-2224. 2251. 

See also Obstructions to Polling. 

Coyne, John. Promise of Mr. J. Coyne to support Mr. Somers, though he polled for Mr. 
Towneley, Graham 1949, 1950. 



D. 



Bnm, Bryan. (Analysis of his Evidence,)— Voted for Mr. Towneley. 1882-1885 

Uiramstance of witness havnie voluntarily accompanied the Rev. Mr. White to a house 
anJfu l«t'lT T f,”"' Towneley’s voters were assembled; his wife was 

a n C) I “ I Otherwise he and some others 

wonld have been forcibly taken away by the party of Mr. Somers, 1886-1924. 
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Report, 1852-53 — continued. 



E. 

JElection At the general eleciionin 1847 the petitioner, Mr. Somers, was returned 

for the borottgh, O'Donovau 30 After the election a peiiiion was got up against his 

return, and he was unseated in respect of qualification, ib. 31-50. 

Elections o/l848. On Mr. Somers being unseated in April 1848, Mr. Towneley was 
introduced to the borough by Mr. Stonor, became a candidate, and was returned at the 

election, O'Donovan 51-60 A petition was presented against the return of Mr. 

Tow neley, which came on for trial in the summer of 1848, when Mr. Towneley was 
unseated, and the election declared void on the ground of treating, ih. 60-62— — [n 
July 1848 a new writ was issued for the borough, and an election took place at which 

Mr. Somers was returned, ih. 63-66 Active part taken by Mr. Tighe and Mr. Hart 

in support of Mr. Towneley at the contests for the boiough in 1848 ; witness was also 
an active supporter of his, ib. 67-69 At the election in 1848 witness was profes- 
sionally engaged as agent for Mr. Towneley, M‘Teman 423-429 Witness was 

returned as member at the election of 1848, but unseated on petition, Tmoneley 2258, 
2259. See also Bribeiy, 2. 

Expenses of the Election. The entire expenses of witness’s election were about 600 1 . ; 
manner in which this sum was disbursed, Towneley 2301-2303. 2474-2498 Par- 

ticulars with respect to Mr. Towneley’s election expenses as defrayed by witness; items, 
of which composed; he has still a balance in hand of about \ool. out of 650Z., the 
entire amount received from Mr. Towneley, Gelhin 2656-2659. 2819-2881. 2891-2947. 

See also Accounts. Begging Letters. Car flire. Posting Expenses. Printing 
Expenses. Stonor, Mr. Verdon, Mr. 



V. 

Feeney, Matthew. (Analysis of his Evidence.) — Deputy-collector of county cess for Sligo, 

1723 Has always voted for Mr. Somers except at the last election, when the fear 

of violence induced him to remain neutral, 1734 et seq. Active part taken by the 

Roman-catholic priests on behalf of Mr. Towneley’s return, 1742-1863 Particulars 

with respect to the non-voting of witness; the inteiference of the Rev. Messrs. Phillipps 
and O’Gara on the polling-day, and some previous damage committed on his property 
by the mob, deterred him from supporting Mr. Somers, 1758-1863, 

Fitzsimon, Christopher, (Analysis of his Evidence.) — Produces the poll books for the 
Sligo election 011852; remarks to the effect that these were received at ihe Hanaper- 
office, Dublin, in the usual way, 2-28. 



G. 

Gethin, Michael. (Analysis of his Evidence.) — Agent for Mr. TowMley at the election of 

1852; was also one of his agents in 1848; 2639-2642 Was instructed by Mr. 

Towneley, with reference to the election of 1 852, to guard against any illegalities, and to be 

))rudent in the general conduct of the election, 2643-2645 Denial of certain state- 

inems that witness was in an occupied house in Mass-lane, where Mr. Towneley’s voters 
assembled at the time of the election ; he has not been in it for the last two years, 2646- 

2648. 2593 Evidence to the effect that witness is not cognisant of any arrangement for 

the use of this house for Mr. Towneley’s voters ; he has never paid any thing for the use of 
if, 2649-2655. 2660-2671 — Particulars with respect to Mr. Towneley’s election expenses, 
as defrayed by witness; items of which composed; he has still a balance in hand of 
about 100 1. out of 650 the entire amount received from Mr. Towneley, 2656-2659. 

2819-2881. 2891-2947 Witness’s office was used as a tally-room fi,r the voters on 

going to the poll, 2672-2679 lie does not remember having seen Michael Somers at 

his office early in thp morning, before he had polled, 2680-2700. 

Part takeTi by Mr. Stonor as counsel to Mr. Towneley, previous to and during the elec- 
tion; witness was not retained by him, 2701-2762—— Witness never accompanied the 

Rev. Mr. Phillipps to the house of Patrick O’Dowd, 2763-2765 Examination relative 

to the non-attendance of the Rev. Mr. White before the Committee; possible cause of 

his absence ; witness is no party to it, 2773-2806. 2958 Nothing has ever been paid by 

witness for the treating of Mr. Towiieley’s voters in Mass-lane, nor has any claim been 

made upon him for the same. 2809-2818. 2954-2957 Non-production by wiiness of 

his accounts of the expenses ; he did not expect to be examined, 2819-2824. 2934, 2935, 
2958 (jircumsiance of witness having taken the benefitof the Insolvent Act; explana- 

tion on this point, 2882-2890. 2948-2952. 

Gilmore, Mr. See Printing Expenses, 

600— I. A 3 Graham, 
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Report, 1852-53 — continued. 



Graham, Robert Peyton. (Analysis of his Evidence.) — Solicitor at Sligo, 113 Acted as 

agent for Mr. Somera at the general election, 114, 115 Evidence to the effect that 

Mr.Slonor and Mr. Michael Gethin were the agents for Mr. Towneley, 116-123 — — 
Witness frequently saw Mr. Stonor out canvassing with Mr. Towneley, 117, 1 18. 123. 

[Second Examination.] — Unsuccessful attempts of witness to serve the Rev. Mr. White 
with a Speaker’s warrant; belief that he has absconded to avoid the service of tite war- 
rant, 1210-1223. 1245-1255 Failure of tlie attempt to serve Dr. Brown with the 

warrant, 1224-3226^ Service of the warrant on the Rev. Mr. Phillipps, as witness 

believed he was implicaied in treating onbebalfof Mr. Towneley, 1227, 1228. 1236-1249 

Grounds for the conclusion that Mr. White rather than Mr. Phillipps paid tor the 

treating of voters in Mass-lane, 1229-1249. 

[Third Examination.] — There can be no doubt as to the legal agency of Mr. Gethin 

on behalf of Mr. Towneley, 1925-1931. 1936-1938 Reference to the voter Michael 

Somere having been forcibly polled by Mr. Towneley’s party, 1932-1935 Enumera- 

tion of several voters who promised to support Mr. Somers, but voted for Mr. Towneley j 

influence exercised over some of them by the priests, &c., 1939-1977. 2006-2025 The 

tenants of Mr. Fitzwilliam Burton, or of other landlords, were not unduly influenced 

about iheir votes for Mr. Somers, 1977-1999. 2007-2010. 2015, aoi6 It was rumoured 

that ihe signatures of several of Mr. Somers’s party had been forged by boys to the 
requisition to Mr, Towneley, 2000-2005. 



H. 

Henry, . See Treating. 

Hustings Ticliets. Remarks as to the distribution of tickets for the hustings having been 
partially made by the mayor ; limited number of tickets given to witness’s friends, whilst 
the court-house was crowded with Mr Towneley’s supporters, J. P, Somers 314, 315. 



I. 



Illegal Practices. See Agents. 
Treating. 



Bribery. 



Compulsory Voting. Intimidation. 



Intimidation : 

1. Generally. 



'2. Michael Somer's. 
3. Patrick O'Dowd. 
4 James Cawley. 

5. Matthew Feeney. 



1. Generally: 

Mention of several voters who promised to support witness ; it was stated that some of 

^em were apprehensive of violence from Mr. Somers’s party, 2304-231 5 

Resolution of the Commiitee, that the influence of the Roman-catholic priests on behalf of 
Mr. iowneley was exercised m a manner inconsistent with their duty as ministers of reli- 
gion, and destructive of freedom of choice on the part of the voters, ilu. p. 97. 

2. Michael Somers : 



Witness promised to rate for Mr. Somers, but evenittally polled for Mr. Towneley, M- 

Somers 817,818. 821-824 I'he fear of violence being committed on witness and his 

property was the mam cause m inducing him to support Mr. Towneley, t/;. 8iq, 820. 
1006-1049. 1165-1174—— Mr. Towneley and some of his party canvassed witness, but 

he decimed to vote for_ him, 16. 825-831 Witness denies having stated that he was 

neitlier intimidated, bribed, nor treated in voting for Mr. Towneley, 16. 1044-1049. 



3. Patrick O' Dowd i 

On the day before the election witness was taken by some of Mr. Towneley’s party to 
a house in Mass-lane, where several of his voters were assembled, O’Doiori I257-1 269 
After he had been there about three hours he contrived to leave, though witii much 

( ithculty, to. 127^1.288 Particulars as to a great number of persons, accompanied by 

ne Kew. Mr. Phillipps and Mr. Gethin, having come a second time for witness, and com- 
pelled him 10 return to Mass-lane, where he was detained throughout the night, ib. 1 289- 

133b. 1365-1406. 1472-1474 In the morning witness was conducted to the poll by 

several men, and voted for Mr. Towneley through fear of being killed, t*6. 1337-1364. 

1407-1412. 1452-1471 He had previously promised to support Mr, Somers, and- 

tuUy intended to have done so, ih. 1348-1354 Expectation of witness after the election 

^receive some money for having polled for Mr. Towneley; he asked Mr. Alderman 
1 hams and Mr. Geihin for some, but did aot receive any ; his vote was not influenced 
Dy any nope at the time of being subsequently rewarded, ib. 1413-1471. 

4. James 
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Intimidation— conimned. 

4. James Cawley: 

Witness voted for Mr. Towneley ; had pi’eviously promised to support Mr. Somers, 

CaiijZey 1475-1477 r-The fear of violent treatment alone induced witness to vote for 

Mr. Towneley , he has always supported Mr. Somers at former elections, ib. 1536-1 538. 
1646-1659. 1685-1732 Denial by witness that he ever actually promised Mr. Towne- 

ley his support, or that he signed any requisition to him to come forward as a candidate, 

i(). 1618-1645. 1676-1682 Witness has not had any communication with Captain 

Barrett in reference to the election, nor has he been promised any work by him, ib. 1 660- 
1675. 

5. Matthew Feeney : 

Witness has always voted for Mr. Somers except at the last election, when the fear of 

violence induced him to remain neutral, Feeney 1734, seq. Particulars with respect 

to the non-voting of witness; the interference of the Rev. Messrs. Pliillipps and 0‘Gara 
on the polling day ; and some previous damage committed on his properly by the mob, 
deterred him from supporting Mr. Somers, xh. 1758-1863. 

See also Compulsory Voting. 



K. 

Kilbride, Martin. (Analysis of his Evidence.) — Witness frequently saw Mr. Stonov at 

Sligo during the late efection, 124-127. 141-143 During the last election witness let 

cars to Mr. Towneley’s party ; these were paid for by Mr. Gethin ; witness never saW’- 
Mr, Stonor on the subject, 128-160. 



L. 

Landlords. The tenants of Mr. Fitzwilliam Burton, or of other landlords, were not unduly 
influenced about voting for Mr. Somers, Graham 1977~1999- 2007-2010. 2015, 2016. 

Leech, George. (Analysis of his Evidence.) — Lives in Sligo, 163, 164 Observations 

showing the very active part taken by Mr. Stonor at the election in support of Mr. 

Towneley; witness frequently saw them together, 165-176 Large number of friends 

of Mr. towneley who addressed the people from the window of his lodgings ; there were 
several Roman-catholic clergymen among them, 177-187. 



M. 

McDonough, Frank, Circumstance of this voter having been taken by the Rev. Mr. 
Phillipps to poll for Mr. Towneley, though he had promised to support Mr. Somers, 
Graham 1973-1977. 2037-2021. 

MDonoxigh, William. This voter promised to support Mr. Somers, but voted for Mr. 
Towneley, Graham 1961, 1962. 

M^Lane, Martin. Frequent promises of M‘Lane to support Mr. Somers, though he ulti- 
mately voted for Mr. Towneley, Graham 1958-1960. 

McTernan, Lawrence. (Analysis of his Evidence.)— Solicitor at Sligo ; voter for the borough, 

361-363" Witness frequently saw Mr. Towneley out canvassing, and he was invariably 

accompanied by Mr. Stonor and the Roman-catholic priests, 364-371 Witness pro- 

posed Mr. Somers on the hustings, but was prevented from making himself heard by the 
areat uproarand sliouting which was commenced on a signal from the Rev. Mr. Phillipps, 

374-380 Particulars as to a riot in Market-street by a party of bludgeon-men, in which 

witness and other friends of Mr. Someis, who were canvassing, were violently assaulted, 

383-390 Mr. Gethin acted as conducting agent for Mr. Tovwieley, 391-395 Active 

part taken by the priests iu getting the voters up to the poll and otherwise, in support of 

Mr. Towneley, 397-413 Witness was not engaged as agent for Mr. Somers, but he 

' rendered him all the service in his power, 414-422 At the election in 1848 witness was 

professionally engaged as agent for Mr. Towneley, 423-429. 

Mass Lane. See Abduction of Voters. Compulsory Voting. Intimidation, 3. 

Treating. 

Mayor of Sligo. See Hustings TicMs. Nomination of Candidates. Press, The 
{Sligo). " Verdon, Mr, 

600 — I. ^ 4 
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Report, 1852-53 — continued. 



N. 

Naylor, James Richard. (Analysis of his Evidence.)— Produces the writ, precept, and 
return of the borough of Sligo for the general election of 1 852 j 1 , 

Nomvmtion of Candidates. Circumstances under which witness proposed the vote of thanks 
to ihe mayor ibr his impartial conduct in the chair, although he is a bitter opponent of 
witness, J. P. -Sowers 335-327. 



O'Brxen, Patrick (Analysis of bis Evidence.)— Voter for the borough of Sligo, 503 

Witness never promis^-d to vote for Mr. Somers at the last election, 504-506- He was 

never beaten and abused in his house by Priest Phillips attiie time of tlie election; nor 
was his wife assaulted by the crowd, 507-534. 

O'Brien, Wimiifred. (Analysis of her Evidence.)— Wife of Patrick O'Brien, broker in Sligo, 
a.30 Particulars relative to Priest Pliiilipps and others coming to canvass witness’s 
husband for his vote for Mr. Towneley, a few days before the election; witness is not 

aware of what took place between them on this occasion, 431-469 -Witness never knew 

of her husband being beaten by a crowd during the election: she herself was never 
assaulted, 470-502. 

Obstructions to Polling. There were three polling booths, all under the same building, and 
the voiers had every opportunuy of going to the poll without obstruction, and were not 

mterlered with in any way, Ct#ey 2106-2116. 2128-2142 Slight interruption to the 

poll on the occasion of an altercation between Mr. Somers and the mayor, the former 
having complained of personal ill-treatment from the mob, and of want of opportunity to 

poll his voters, si. 2117-2120 Circumstance of witness having taken the vote of a 

man about whom there was a contention between both parties, the one declaring he was 

noialreeagentinthe matter, 2121-2127 On the polling day there was a slight 

interruption at the polling booths for five or ten minutes, Towneleu 22Q5-22Q7-<— Mr 
bomers was frequently at the booths, and spoke to the voters without being obstructed! 
lo. 2290-2300.. ° ’ 

E'Wence.)-Voter for tlie borough of Sligo, 525, 
ou'ii- batuiday before the election, witness was canvassed for his vote by Priest 

.1 hillipps, when witness told him he should vote on the same side as that of the clergy, 
627 - 64 '- 766-769-— -Witness denies having told Priest Phillippshe intended voting for 
Mr. bomers, and that the priest dared him to do so on the risk of destruction of life and 
pioperty, and threatened to denounce him from the altar ; if witness made any such stale- 

ment to Mr. Graham it was incorrect, 642-569- 77°-776 On the Monday nioht 

pievmnsio the election, witness was fetched from home by Priest Quinn and Mr. Sto^or. 
heW tail a day; this was to prevent his 

nXd for Mr remained at Sligo quite willingly, and 

polled for M r. Towneley of h.s own accord, 570-765- -Particul-?rs as to witness having 

the ihrlThair'* P'0'“'*26 to obtain him a receipt fof 

a ouaXeS^T'' rent due by hr, „ provided he would vote for Mr. Somers; witness 
acquainted Mi. Towneley s party with this attempt to bribe him, 778-81 1. 

of6'8E'’idence.)-Alderman of Sligo, 29 At 

. the general elec ion in 1847, the petitioner, Mr. Somers, was returned for the borough, no 

nnsT-f dXXaXai'X ' "'®® “P ®‘'?i®®‘ So®'®'-’. ®"d 6® was 

?rs Mr T f Mr. Somers being unseated in April 

and wa, '‘’® ^orongli by Mr. Stonor ; lecarae a eandidL, 

of MriW . 1 A petition was presented against the return 

and tlleXert on’d' ! "'®‘ was unseated 

writ IstsXd f™ ?h 1 ™ 7 “ '7 e'oond of treating, 60-62 In July 1848 a new 

retained 6, 66 J “7 ®f place, at which Mr. Somers was 

T wneli .Mr.Tigheaud Mr. Hart, in support of Mr. 

67-6“ ^ borough in 1848 ; witness was also an active supporter, 

of wtadfa^’baiaMXoMo!; ®^P®”ded a large sum of money for Mr. Towneley, 

applications to Mr Tn ®l’ ^ '6 "Otaains due, 70-81 Witness has made repeated 

w^tXsf XL „ ‘'’® due to him ; in MayXssu 

In the pXg of /shl Thtvf ®"d read, 82-^— 

I'ddressine ihl ’ d 4 d:®“°'“‘'°“ was expected, Mr. Stonor was at Sligo 

the way for Lr l^oXiop- ‘“‘®''®®'> ®"d ‘bus preparilg 
1848, with reference to thl ®i-o®oi' to witness, dated 3 August 

at the April election of ® ‘ 7 “-''''"^ by witness on behalf of Mr. Towndey 

tionof.sLinsl‘;LfofMA'LL?iL 7 tr:tX'^ 

[Second 
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O' Donovan, Jeremiah Joyce. (Analysis of his Evidence) — continued. 

[Second Examination.] — Letter from Mr. Towneley, dated 26 July 1851, in reply to 
witness’s application for the balance of his account, 161, 162. 

[Third Examination.] — Particulars relative to the requisition got up from, a number of 
the electors to Mr. Towneley to come forward as a candidate at the last election j witness 

was solicited by Mr. Verdon to sign the requisition, 191-394 Active part taken by 

Mr. Verdon in the canvass, and otherwise in support of Mr. Towneley, 195-197. 228- 

233. 241-245 Evidence witii respect to witness having absented himself from Sligo 

at the time of the election, and abstained from voting for Mr. Somers in conse- 
quence of his having been promised by Mr. Towneley’s friends the payment of the 

. balance of his old account, provided he would not vote against Mr. Towneley, 198- 

227. 246-261 Several of Mr. Towneley’s friends sympathised with witness, and 

said they would not vote for him until witness was paid the balance of hU account, 220- 
227. 234-240. 

O' Donovan, J. J. Resolution of the Committee ihat it was proved that Alderman J. J. 
O’Donovan was bribed by the promise of payment of 103 1 ., a portion of an outstanding 
election account, to forbear giving his vote, which he promised to Mr. Somers, and in 
consequence absented himself from the election, Ev. p. 97. 

O'Doaid, Patrick, (Analysis of his Evidence.)— On the clay before the election witness 
was taken by some of Mr. Towneley’s party to a house in Mass-lane, where several of 

his voters were assembled, 1257-1269 After he had been there about three hours be 

contrived to leave though with much difficulty, 1270-1288 Particulars as to a great 

number of persons, accompanied by the Rev. Mr. Phillipps and Mr. Gethin, having 
come a second time for witness and compelled him to return to Mass-lane, where he was 

detained thro.ughout the night,, 1289-1336. 1365-1406. 1472-1474 In the morning 

witness was conducted to tlie poll by several men, and voted for Mr. Towneley through 
fear of being killed, 1337-1364. 1407-1412. 1452-1471 He had previously pro- 

mised to support Mr. Somers, and fully intended to have done so, 1348-1364 — — 
Expectation of witness after the election to receive some money for having polled for 
Mr. Towneley ; he asked Mr. Alderman Williams and Mr. Gelhin for some, but did not 
receive any; his vote was not influenced by any hope at the lime of being subsequently 
rewarded, 1413-1471. 

O'Gara, Rev. Mr. Abusive language bestowed on witness by the Rev. Mr. O’Gara on 

the polling day, J. P. Somers 292-296 Interference of this priest in deterring 

witness from voting for Mr. Somers, Feeney 1775-1786. 1827-1863— — Witness has no 
recollection of the presence of the Rev. Mr. O’Gara at the booths, Coffey 2155-2158. 

See also Intimidation, 5. 

P. 

Phillipps, Rev. Mr. Witness proposed Mr. Somers on the hustings, but was prevented 
from making himself heard by the great uproar and shouting which was commenced on 

a signal from the Rev. Mr. Phillipps, Roman-catholic priest, AiTcruau 374-380 

Particulars relative to priest Phillipps and otliers coming to canvass witness's husband 
for his vote for Mr. Towneley a few days before the election ; witness is not aware of 

what took place between them on this occasion, 0’jBrie« 431-469 'On the Saturday 

before the election witness was canvassed for his vole by the Rev. Mr. Phillipps, when 
witness told him he should vote on the same side as that of the clergy, O'Connor 527- 

.541. 766-769 Witness denies haviug told Priest Phillipps he intended voting for 

Mr. Somers, and that the priest dared him to do so on the risk of destruction of life 
and property, and threatened to denounce him. from the altar; if witness made any 

such statement 10 Mr. Graham it was incorrect, ib. 542-569. 770-775 Active part 

taken by the Rev. Mr. Phillipps in inducing witness to vote for Mr. Townel^, O' Dowd 

1289 et seq.‘, Feeney 1758-1774 Service of the Speaker’s warrant on the Rev. Mr. 

Phillipps, as witness believed he was implicated in treating on behalf of Mr. Towneley, 

Graham 1227, 1228. 1236-1249 The Rev. Mr. Phillipps was directed by witness to 

witlidraw from too close a proximity to the voters 011 polling, as the agent of Mr. 
Somers stated that he influenced their votes, Cojfey 2144-2154. 2160. 

See also Altar Denunciations. Intimidation, 3. 5. M’Donough, Frank. 

Piano. Circumstance of John Haggarty having removed a piano from the house of 
Patrick O’Brien ou the day before the polling; witness cannot say what it was worth, 
Brennan 1864-1872. 

Poll Books. Witness produces the poll books for the election ; remarks to the effect that 
they were received at the Hanaper-office, Dublin, in the usual way, Fitzsimon 2-28. 

Posting Expenses. The entire amount paid for posting on behalf of Mr. Towneley was 
66/., GeMwi 2833-2836. 2865-2874. 2910. 2944, 2945. 

600 — I. B 
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Press, The {Sligo). Witness subscribed 5/. yearly for the Liberal newspaper iu Sligo, 
of which Mr. Verdon is proprietor, and which supported witness’s return at the 
late election ; he also paid a sum of 50 1. for the publication in it from time to 
time of certain neutral news as being likely to benedt the paper, Townetey 2388-2407. 
^604-2621. 

Priests. large number of friends of Mr. Towneley who addressed the people from the 
window of liis lodgings; there were several Roman-catholic clergymen among them 

Leech 177-187 Evidence relative to the excitement got up agaiust witness by the 

Roman-catholic clergymen; large number of witness’s voters who were thus prevented 

from voting for him, J. P. Somers 266-297 Part taken by the priests in getting the 

voters up to the poll, and otherwise in support of Mr. Towneley, M'Teman 397-413 

Active part taken generally by the Roman Catholic priests on behalfof Mr. Townele^ 

M. Somers 1235-1250; Feeney 1742-1860 Violent character of the opposition of the 

priests to the return, of Mr. Somers, Graham QOU-2015. 2022 Witness considers 

that, from the promises he received, he should have been returned by a majority of 40 

but for the influence of the priests, &c., J. P. Somers 2026-2035 How far witness 

can speak to the part taken generally on his behalf by the priests, Towneley 2530-2543 

Resolution of the Committee thut tl»e influence of the Roman-catholic priests was 

exercised in a manner inconsistent with their duty as ministers of religion, and destructive 
of freedom of choice on the part of the voters, Ev, p. 97. 

See also Abduction of Voters. Altar Denunciations. Canvass of Electors. 

Intimidation, 5. Undue Influence. 

Printing Expenses. Mr. Verdon was paid 65 L and Mr. Gilmore 20/. forprintiiifr. Gethin. 
2832, 2833. 2859-2864. 2910. 

Proceedings of the Committee. Resume thereof, de die in diem, Rep. iii-vii. 



R. 

Recriminatory Evidence. Claim made by the counsel for- the Sitting Member to enter into 
the case of recrimination against the petitioners considered by the Committee, Ev. p 07 
Abandonment of this claim, id. 98. ^ 

^^S^Vation Agents, ^c. Since the election of 1848 witness has not retained any agents 
in Sligo for the purpose of looking after the registration, nor has he disbursed any money 
m the town other than that subscribed to the newspaper, Towneley 2632-2636. 

Requisidon to Mr. Towneley. Particulars relative to the requisition got up from a number 
of the electors to Mr. Towneley, to come forward as a candidate at the election ; witness 

was solicited by Mr. Verdon to sign the requisition, O'Donovan igi-194 It was 

rumoured that the signatures of several of Mr. Somers’s party bad been forged by boys 

to the requisition to Mr. Towneley, GrrrAaw 2000-2005 1852, witness received'^a 

requisition from the mayor, containing 147 signatures, inviting him to stand for the 
borough; all sects of religion were included in his supporters, Towneley 2260-2272. 

2630, 2631 Witness received the requisition about ihree months before the election, 

but he had previously anticipated becoming a candidate, ib. 2333. 2353 et seq. 

Returning Officer. See Verdon, Mr. 

Riots. See Assaults. 

Reoney, Hugh. Promise of H. Rooney to support Mr. Somers, ihoogh he ultimately 
polled for Mr. Towneley, Graham 1968, 1969. ^ 

Ro^iey, Michael. This voter promised to support Mr. Somers, but voted for Mr. Townelev 
Gro/iam 1966, 1967. 



Smith, Thomas, See .BnAery, 1. . 

Somers, John Patrick. (Analysis of liis Evidence.)— Petitioner in the present case: was 
a catididate ^ the last Sligo election; has represented the borough for fifteen years, 
262-265— — Evidence relative to the excitement got up against witness by the Roman- 
catholic clergymen; large number of witness’s voters who were prevented fay the clerev 

from voting for him, 266-297 Particulars as to the Rev. Dr. Phillipps having 

denounced witness from the altar of the chapel of Sligo, and consigned all ffie elector! 
who supported him to hell, and all who supported Mr. Towneley to heaven, 260-270 

Abusive language bestowed on witness by the Rev. Mr. O'Gara on the polling dav 

290.096 Promise made to witness, by Mr. 0 ‘Donovan, of his vote at the ellctioli', 

29 b> 299 — —Mr. lowneley was invariably accompanied by Mr. Stonor and Mr. Phil- 

lippsduringhis canvass, 302, 303 Particulars relative to witness and his friends having 

been 
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Somers, John Pat/ick. (Analysis of his Evidence)— 

been impeded in their canvass ; assault committed on’ them in Market-street by an 
armed mob employed by Mr. Towneley, 304-313. 328-337. 

Remarks as to the distribution of tickets for the hustings having been partially made 
by the mayor,' limited number of tickets given 10 witness’s friends whilst the court- 
house was crowded with Mr. Towneley’s suppor'ers, 314, 315 Mr. Stonor was agent 

for Mr. Towneley at the election, 316-324 Circumstances under which witness pro- 

proposed the vote of thanks to the mayor for his impartial conduct in the chair, although 

he is a bitter opponent of witness, 325-327 Observations as to the proposal made to 

witness for the employment of bludgeon-men at the election, which he rejected, in con- 
sequence of which they went over to Mr. Towneley, 338-360 Assaults committed by 

the bludgeon-raen on witness’s friends, one of whom they killed, 360. 

{Second Examination.]— Witness considers that, from the promises he received, he 
should have been returned by a majority of forty, but for the influence of the priests, &c., 

2026-2035 Reference to the violent treatmentof witness by the mob on his attempting 

to interfere when Somers, the tailor, was being dragged to the poll, 2036, 2037. 

Somers, Michael. (Analysis of his Evidence.) — Tailor at Sligo ; voter for the borough, 814- 

8x6 Promised to vote for Mr. Somers, but eventually polled for Mr. Towneley, 817, 

818. 821-824 The fear of violence being committed on witness and his property was 

the main cause in inducing him to support Mr. Towneley, 819,820. 1006-1049. 1155- 

1174 Mr. Towneley and some of his party canvassed witness, but he declined to vote 

for him, 825-831 Circumstance of the Rev. Mr. White having told witness that he 

would be compensated if he voted for Mr. Towneley, 831-840. 1175-1184. 1195 — — 
Particulars as to witness having been taken by the Rev. Mr. White to a certain house in 
Mass-lane, where several of Mr. Towneley’s voters were being tieated, and where he was 
detained against his will on the night before the election, and afterwards brought from 
thence on the polling morning with several others to vote for Mr. Towneley, 841-1032. 
1099-1160. 1197-1200. 

Explanation as to witness having signed a requisition to Mr.Towneley to comeforwai*d as 

a candidate, 1033-1043 Witness denies having stated that he was neither intimidated, 

bribed, nor treated in voting for Mr.To.wneley, 1044-1049 Circumstances connected 

with the attendance of witness before the Committee ; be never told Mr. Hurst, of Sligo, 
,or any one else, that he was promised money, or a free passage to America, provided ne 
gave certain evidence against Sir. Towneley, 1050-1098. 1201-1206— Promises made 
to witness by certain parties, that he would be compensated for voting for Mr. Towneley j 
the sum of 20 i. or 23 i. was named by John Burns and James Ward, 1175-1196. 

[Second Examination.] — Particulars with respect to the refreshments and drink pro- 
vided at the house in Mass-lane for Mr. Towneley’s voters, 2038-2080. 2093-2100 

Witness is not positive that Mr, Gethin was present in Mass-lane at any lime, 2081-2092 

Aperson of ihe name of Henry ordered in the provisions, &c,, for the voters, 2093- 

2100. 

Speaker's Warrant. See Brown, Dr. White, Reu. Mr. 

Stonor, Mr. In the spring of 1852, when a dissolution was expected, Mr. Stonor was at 
Sligo, addressing the people, and advocating Mr. Towneley’s interest, and thus prepar- 
ing the way for him, O' Donovan 100-107 ^Witness frequently saw Mr. Stonor out 

canvassing with Mr. Towneley at the election, Graham 117, 118.123 Observations 

showing t^e very active part taken by Mr. Stonor at the last election, in support of Mr. 

Towneley; witness frequently saw them together, Leech 165-176 Mr. Stonor was 

agent for Mr. Towneley at the last election, J. P. Somers 316-324 Active part taken 

by Mr. Stonor on the polling day; there was no undue interference on his part on the 
declaration of the poll, Coffey 2185-2214. 

Evidence to the effect that Mr. Stonor, witness’s counsel, was not authorised to act 
as agent in any way ; active part nevertheless taken by him on behalf of witness, Towneley 

2287-2294. 2316 et seq.’ At the election of 1848 Mr. Stonor had authoiity to disburse 

money for witness, but in 1852 no such discretion was given him, though he was occasion- 
ally entrusted with sums to be conveyed to Mr. Walker and Mr. Getliin, ib. 2323-2347. 

2499-2505. 2563-2595 Part taken by Mr. Stonor as counsel to Mr. Towneley 

previous to and during the election; witness was not retained as agent by him, Gethin 

2701-2762 He occasionally canvassed for Mr. Towneley, and took an interest in the 

result, ib. 2723-2751 Circumstance of a sum of 50 Z. being mentioned in the expenses 

as liable to be paid to Mr, Stonor for his services as counsel, ih. 2836. 2847-2856. 
2895. 2910. 

See also Abduction of Voters. Agents. Bribery, 2. Canvass of Electors. 



600 — I. 
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Tally Room. Wimess’s office was used as a tally-room for Mr. Towneley’s voters on 
going to the poll, Gethin 2672-2679. 



Tamperins with Witnesses. Circumstances connected with the attendance and evidence of 
witness before the Committee ; he never told Mr. Hurst, of Sligo, or any one else, that 
he was promised money, or a free passage to America, provided he gave certain 
evidence against Mr. Towneley, M. Sotmrs 1050-1098. 1201-1206. 

See also Intimidation, 4. 



Towneley, Charles, M.P. (Analysis of his Evidence.)— Sitting Member for Sligo, 2356, 

2257 Was also returned at the election of 1848, but unseated on petition, 2258, 

2259 In 1852 witness received a requisition from the mayor containing 147 sig- 

natures, inviting him to stand for the borough ; all sects of religion were included 

id his supporters, 2260-2272. 2630, 2631 Witness arrived in Sligo four or five 

days before the election, and was met, on entering, by the principal people of the place, 

2273, 2274. 2281-2285 Mr. Gethin was appointed his lesal agent, 2275. 2280— 

Mr. Walker was also appointed to act for witness, 2276 Evidence to the effect that 

Mr, Stonor, witness’s counsel, was not authorised to act as agent in any way j active 
pan, nevertheless, taken by him on behalf of witness, 2277-2280. 21287-2294. 2316 
et seq. Implicit directions given by witness to Mr. Gethin and others to discoun- 
tenance all illegal acts, 2286 Manner in which his canvass was conducted, 2287- 

2291. 2459-2473. 

On the polling day there was a slight interruption at the booths for five or ten 

minutes, 2295-2297 Mr. Somers was frequently at the booths and spoke to the 

voters without being obstructed, 2298-2300— The entire expenses of witness’s elec- 
tion were about 600 1.; manner in which this sum was disbursed, 2301-2303. 2474— 

2498 Mention of several voters who promised to support witness ; it was stated that 

some of them were, apprehensive of violence from Mr. Somers’s party, 2304-2315 

Authority of Mr. Stonor to act for witness at the election of 1848; money entrusted 

to him on that occasion, 2323-2347 Witness received the requisition to stand at 

the election of 1852 about three months beforehand, but he had previously antici- 
pate becoming a candidate, 2333. 2353 ei Circumstance of Mr. Stonor having 

paid 100/. to Mr. Alderman O’Donovan out of wimess’s funds on account of a former 
claim against him ; explanation on this point, 2366-2387. 2622-2629. 

^ Witness subscribes 5 yearly for the Liberal newspaper in Sligo, of which Mr. Verdon 
is proprietor, and which supported witness’s return at the late election; he has also paid 
a sum of 50 1. for the publication in it from time to time of certain neutral news as beiiio- 
likely 10 benefit the paper, 2388-2407. 2604-2621— Witness was not present when 
the Kev. Mr. Philiipps denounced from the altar Mr. Somers’s public character, nor is 
he aware that he used any undue influence at the election, 2520-2529. 2596-2599. 2637 

2638 How far witness can speak to the part taken generally on his behalf by the 

puests, 2530-2543— —Statements to the effect that Mr. Walker was retained as ao'ent 

by witness and not by Mr. Stonor, 2550-2584 Since the election of 1848, witness 

has not retained any agents m Sligo for the purpose of looking after the registration, 
2^ _ Q town other than that subscribed to the newspaper. 



Tonme/ey, Charles. Resolutions of the Committee, viz., that Charles Towneley was not duly 

elected aburg^ss to serve in the piesent Parliament for the borough of Sligo, Ev.p.gG 

ihat the said Charles Towneley was, by his agents, guilty of bribery and treating at the 
election, lA. I hat it was not proved that the said acts of bribery and treating were not 
known to or sanctioned by the said Charles Towneley, t6. See also Rrliery, 2. 

Treating. Several of those who voted for Mr. Towneley were treated at a house in Mass- 
lane on the night before the election ; belief that Mr. Gethin was present, M. Somers 
94« 977— Particulars as to witness having been made drunk by Tom Ward and 
houses, where he and other voters were detained and 
brought on the polling morning to vote for Mr. Towneley, 
lane Mr. Towneley’s agent, Was at the house in Mass- 

the r® "O*' drink taken to 

8,7^Var.i!!,ir Towneley’s voters were, Brennan 1873- 

in Mass lane for t refreshments and drink provided at the houses 

m Mass-lane for the voters of Mr, Towneley, M. Somers . 2038-2080 2OQ3-2100 

“ Mas..laL at a“;S, 1 “08.- 
ibXoss-iloo ^ &c., for the voters. 

Denial of the statements that witness was in an unoccupied house in Mass-lane, where 

Mr, 
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Treating — comioued. 

Mr. Towneley’s voters assembled at the time of the election ; he has not been in it for 

the last two years, Gelhin 2646-2648 Evidence to the effect that witness is not 

cognisant of any arrangement for the use of this house for Mr. Towneley’s voters; he 

has never paid anything for the use of it, ib. 2649-2655. 2660-2671 Nothing has 

ever been paid by.witness for tlie tveaiing of Mr. Towneley’s voters in Mass-lane, nor 
has any claim been made upon him for the same, ib. 2809-2818. 2954-2957. 

Resolutions of the Committee, viz., that Charles Towneley was, by his agents, guilty 

of treating at the late election for the borough of Sligo, Ev.p. 96 That it was not 

proved that the said acts of treating were known or sanctioned by the said C. Towneley, ib. 

See also White, Rev. Mr. 

U. 

Undue Injiuence. Enumeration of several voters who promised to support Mr. Somers but 
voted for Mr. Towneley ; influence exercised over them by the priests, &c., Graham 

1939-1977. 2006-2025 Resolution of the Committee that the influence of the Roman- 

catholic priests was exercised in a manner inconsistent with their duty as ministers of 
religion, and destructive of freedom of choice on the part of the voters, Ev. p. 97. 

See also Altar Denunciations. Bribery. Compulsory Voting. Intimidation, 
0 * Gara, Rev. Mr. Pkillipps, Rev. Mr. Treating. 



V. 

Verdon, Mr. Active part taken by Mr. Verdon at the election of 1848, and also at the 
general election of 1852, in support of Mr. Towneley, O’Donovan 108-112. 195-197. 

et seg. A claim of Mr. Verdon for 50/., as returning officer at the election, is 

included in witness’s accounts of the expenses of Mr. Towneley; this is over and above 
65b paid him for printing expenses, Geihin 2829-2831. 2838. 2859-2862. 2896, 2897. 
2910.* See also Press, The {Sligo). 

Void Election. Resolution of the Committee that the general election of 1852 for the borough 
of Sligo was a void election, Ev.p. Q^. 



W, 

Walker, Mr. Mr. Walker was appointed to act for witness as one of his agents, Towneley 

2276 Statement to the effect that Mr. W alker was retained by witness himself and not 

by Mr. Stonor, ib. 2550-2584. 

Walters, Patrick. This voter promsied to support Mr. Somers, but voted for Mr. Towneley, 
GraAam 1971, 1972. 

Ward, Thomas. See Bribery, 1. Treating. 

White, Rev. Mr. Part taken by this priest in inducing witness to vote for Mr. Towneley, 

M. Somers 831 et seg. 1175-1184. 1208,1209 tTnsuccessful attempts of witness to 

serve the Rev. Mr. White with a ^eaker’s warrant ; belief that he has absconded to 

avoid the service of the warrant, Graham 1210-1223. 1245-1255 Grounds for the 

conclusion that Mr. White rather than Mr. Phillipps paid for the treating of Mr. 

Towneley’s voters in Mass-lane, ib. 1229-1249 Examination relative to the non- 

atiendance of the Rev. Mr. White before the Committee; possible cause of his absence; 
witness is no party to it, Gethin 2773-2806. 2958. 

See also Abduction of Voters. Bribery, 1 . 

Writ, ^c. Witness produces the writ, precept, and return of the borough of Sligo for tlie 
general election of 1852, Naylor i. 
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